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INTRODUCTION T&EORGIS STUDENTASSESSMENPROGRAM

The purpose of th&eorgia Student Assessment Program is to measure student achievement of the
state-adopted content standards and inform efforts to improve teaching and learRegults of the
assessment program are utilized to identify students failing to achieve masftepntent, to provide
teachers with feedback about instructional practice, and to assist school districts in identifying strengths
and weaknesses to establish priorities in planning educational progiEimesassessment program

includes customized summagi\criterionreferenced tests at the elementary, middle, and high school
levels In addition, Georgia participates in the National Assessment of Educational Prggfds3)n

grades 4, 8and 12 and administers an English language proficiency test in gralde@\Kariety of
resources, including formative tools, are provided to assist parents, educators, students and the public
with efforts improve educational opportunities for studerits fulfill the purpose and maintaithe

integrity of the statewide assessment program

TheStudent Assessment Handbdskntended to providesystem Test Coordinators (STC) and other
personnelassignediuties and responsibilities related toadeéwide studem assessmentwith policy and
guidance regarding those assessments. In addittmStudent Assessmehtandbookis to be used in
conjunction with theAccessibilitg Accommodation$lanualand theAssessment Administration
Protocol ManualThese manuals together prime resources and directisgupporting the integrity of
the assessment and to assure that results\akd and reliableOccurrences that violate test security
risk damage to test integy and could result in the invalidation of a syst@ntest scores.

Mandatory state assessmeasinclude:

ACCESS for Elithgrades KL2 and AlternateACCESS for Elrhgrades1-12
1 Reading, Writing, Listeningnd Speaking

Georgia Alternate Assessmd@AA2.0)

1 English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Sciennd,%ocial Studids grade8 and high school
1 English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science in dsade

1 English/Language Arts and Mathematics, greiles 6, and 7

Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing SRil§GKID2.0)

GeorgiaMilestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones)

1 English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies, grade 8 and high school
1 English/Language Artslathematics, Science in grade 5

1 English/Language Arts and Mathematics, greiles 6, and 7

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
1 NationalAssessmenti Readingand Mathematicsin grades 4nd 8

Optional formative assessmergtinclude:

DREACON
1 English language artgrades 38
1 Mathematics, grades-8

Keenville
1 English language arts and mathematigsades 1 and 2
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COMMONASSESSMENTERMS

accommodationsA change in a test administration thaltershow a student takes or responds to the

assessmentThe accommodations allowed on the state assessments are grouped into four broad

categoriesPresentation, Response, Setting, and Scheduwlingommodations doot change what the
assessment is designed to measure, nor do they dilute the meaning of the resulting scores

Accommodations are designed to provide equity, not advantage, and serve to level the playing field for

students with disabilitieand English Leaers When used appropriately, they reduce or even eliminate

the effects of a studer® disability They do not, however, reduce learning expectatidrzere are two
types of accommodations.

1. standard accommodationprovide access to the assessment withaitering the construct
measured by the assessment.

2. conditional accommodationsire more expansive accommodations that provide access for students
with more severe disabilitiesr limited English proficiendpat would not be able to access the
assessmenta demonstrate their achievement without such assistar@enditional
accommodations may only be provided to students who meet specified eligibility criftaite
Board Rule restricts this accommodation to a small percentage of students.

achievementlevel descriptors Levels used to describe the knowledge and skills students have
mastered The four achievement levels on Georgia MilestonesBaginning LearnebDeveloping
LearnerProficient LearnerandDistinguished Learner

achievement test A testthat measures the extent to which a student has acquired certain information
or has mastered certain skills.

computer-adaptive test(CAT)A test designed to adjust the level of difficulty based on the responses
provided tomatch the knowledge and ability of a test taker.

criterion-referenced test(CR): A test that measures student performance as comparedro
established criterioror stancard.

domain: A domain is a groupfeelated curriculaistandards withire content areaProviding information
at the domain level helps educators determithe relative strengths and weaknesses of individual
students and their classes

ecologicalor substantive significanceludgment that test performance, or the difference in test
performanceby separate groups, is meaningful or important in practical teffhgs term is often
contrasted with statistical significance, which is simply the proligbiiat a result occurred through
chance.

EnglishLearner (EL)Refers to students whose native language is not English and who is eligible for
services based on the results of the stajgproved English language screening instrument and, if
warranted, adlitional assessments as specified in SBOE Ruld-£602 Language Assistance: Programs
for English Learners.

English LearneMonitored (ELM): Refers to coding on assessments for students who have exited the
ESOL program in the past four yed@sding for the purposes of Student Record for students having
exited from the ESOL program is defined by Data Collections.
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embargoed Embargoed data are those that cannot be discussed at public meetings or released to the

public or the media by districtantil they have been publicly released by the state. This public release is
ISYySNIffte YIRS 06& DS2NHAIFIQa {OK22f {daJSNARYyiGSYyRSyli
or can be found by the general public eww.gadoe.orgare not embargoed. Data shared prior to the

public release arereliminary. As such, these data are embargoed until the state public release. Even if

data are embargoed, they may be used for internal district operations, including program and

instructional planning for students and shared with individual parents for their child's academic needs.

empirical norm datesThe actual dates on which a test publisher tested the students in the norm group
Publishers recommend these datessichools as the dates that should be used for administering the
tests Testing at times other than the empirical norm dates means that students may have received
more or less instruction than the norm group.

error of measurement The statistical estimate dhe difference between an observed score and the
correspondingitrueg score.

equating Equating is a statistical process by which scores earned on two different versions of a test are
made comparableOften, there are multiple forms within a single adnsination as well as different

forms from one administration to anothethese forms differ by containing different items, and

therefore one form may be slightly more or less difficWtile test forms are constructed to be similar

in content and difficuly as specified in the test blueprint, equating allows tests developers to adjust
scores on test forms so that the scores on the forms can be used interchandgegibiting adjusts for

any small differences in difficulty in the forms that may ocd@orbe @le to make accurate comparisons
between scores from the forms, it is necessary to equate the forms.

field testing: A test administered to check administration procedures, response patterns, scoring, and
reporting. Generally, a field test is moextensive than a pilot test.

formative assessmentA formative assessment is an evaluation tool used to guide and monitor the
progress of student learning during instructidts purpose is to provide continuous feedback to both
the student and the teacheroncerning learning successes and progress toward mastermnative
assessmergt diagnose skill and knowledgaps, measure progress, and evaluate instructidrey are
not intended agpractice tests in advance of largscale, statemandated assessment§eachers use
formative assessments to determine what concepts require more teaching and what teaching
techniques require modificatiarEducators use results of these assessments to improve student
performance Formative assessments would not necessdamdyused for grading purposeSxamples
include (butare not limited to) pre/post-tests,curriculumbased measures (CBM), portfolios benchmark
assessments, quizzes, teacher observatjstudent selichecklistsieacher/student conferencingand
teacher commentary and feedback.

GTID Georgia Testing Identifier or GTID is a unigue number assigned to each student in the itdte
the studenf@ performances on various tests.

invalidation (IV):Testing anomaly that warrants nullifying scores.

irregularity (IR):Testing anomaly that warrants a report and coding, but test scores stand. An
invalidation may be necessary following the review of a reported irregularity.

item analysis The process of evaluating individual test items to assure theifity with respect to
certain characteristicdtem analysis involves determining such factors as the difficulty value and
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discriminating power of the itemAll such characteristics are then used to judge the overall quality of
the item.

item banks Colkctions of assessment itemGenerally, these are used for constructing tests that
measure selected learning objectiv&¥ith sufficient numbers of items, multiple test forms that assess
the same objectives can be constructed.

language assessmentynderESSA an EnglisHanguage assessment must giwen annually to all English
Learners to measure proficiencyhe test must measure competence in both social and academic
language.

language proficiencyCompetence in the areas of listening, speakregding, writing, and
comprehension.

language proficiency assessmemtn assessment of an English learn@jsprogress in the acquisition of
the English language in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing and (2) attainment of a
prescribedevel of performance in listening, speaking, reading and writing to enable a student to
communicate independently in both social and academic settings.

norm group The sample of students to whom a test has been gieesstimate how well the student
population, in general, would perform on the measufenorm group should be as representative as
possible of the variation expected within the general populati$éey dimensions to be represented in a
norm group include ethnicity, socioeconomic status, sizechbol system, location of system (urban,
rural, or suburban), public vs. nonpublic schqaisd geographical regions of the country.

norm-referenced test (NRTA test that is designed to provide information on how well a student
performs incomparison to other student§ he scores on a normeferenced test have meaning in terms
of their relation to the scores made by an external reference group (see norm group.)

norm tables Tables presented in test handbooks or available from test publighatshow the
relationship of different types of scores to one another (eagv scores to percentilesJables are
usually provided for each test level and time of testing (norm dates) as well as by grade level of the
student tested.

normal curve equivant (NCE)A measurement scale that ranges from 1 to 99, with units equal in size
across the score rang&he equivalence of units makes it possible to average scores across groups and
aggregate results across the tests, assuming the tests measure theceasteuct and meet other
psychometric criteria.

p value An index which signifies the percentage of examinees that answered a test item correctly

participation invalidation (PIV)Testing anomaly, usually related to an ineligible conditional
accommodation, that warrants nullifying scores.

percentile rank An indication of a stude@ standing in comparison with all students in the norm group
who took the same tesPercentile ranks range from a low of 1 to a high af®@@ercentile rank starsl
for the percentage of students who obtained scores equal to or less than a given score.

pilot testing: A test given to a representative sample of studemtsheck specific aspects of the test
such as items, instructions, resporfeemats,etc.
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portfolio: A compilation of evidence, including original student work and supporting information, which
documents, measures, and reflects student performance and pssgrestandardbased knowledge
and skills over time.

present, test not attempted (PTNAA coding used for instances in which a student was present for
testing and provided the opportunity to do so but was unable to test. A parental/student refusaldo tak
a state assessment is not an allowable use of PTNA.

raw score The number of test items answered correctly by a studBetause different tests have
different numbers and types of items, raw scores cannot be compared from one test to another.

reliability: The extent to which a test can be depended upon to provide consistent information
Reliability is usually reported as a correlation coefficient, with the closer the coefficient to +1.00, the
higher the reliability.

rubric: A set of rules or guidelinesad to categorize a stude®tperformance on an assessment task or
constructed response item.

scaled scoreA score that expresses the results déat for all forms and levels on a single common
scale Scaled scores provide a unifoimerpretation of performance and allow comparisons to be made
from year to year with the same test.

scribing To write/recordstudent responsesin themanner described in thidandbookon an answer
documentor online test formas prescribed in an IERHR504, or ELTPC

standard scoreA general term referring to any of the several typestodnsformed scores Raw scores

are expressed in terms of standard scores for reasons of convenience, comparability, and ease of
interpretation. Forexample, the raw scores of two tests can be expressed in comparable terms by using
standard scores.

standardized (or uniform) assessment proceduk@learly described assessment procedures for
assessment administration.

standard deviation Standard deviation is a measure of the variability or dispersion of a distribution of
scores that represents the average difference between individual scores and the mean. The more the
scores cluster around the mean, the smaller the standard deviation.

standard error of measurementThe standard error of measurement is the amount an exanthee
observed score (the score the examimeeeiveson the test) may vary from his or hérueg score,
based on the reliability of the test.

standardized testA testdesigned with specific psychometric properties which is administered and
scored following a prescribed procedure so thegultingscores carry the same meaning.

stanine A single digit derived score ranging from 1 t&ganine scores follow @ormal distribution with
a mean of 5 and a standard deviation of 2

statistical significanceThe extent to which findings differ from chance alohenust be understood
that results of statistical analyses are dependent on the number of studesitisd The smaller the
number of scores analyzed, the larger the difference required for statistical signifi¢aorcthis reason,
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many educators talk about both statistical and ecological (or substantive) significance when referring to
test scores.

student growth percentile (SGPA student growth percentile (SGP) describes the amount of growth a
student demonstrates relative to academicalliynilarstudents from across the state

summative asessmerntA summative assessment is an evaluation geserally used at the end of an
assignment, unit, project, or coursi an educational setting, summative assessments tend to be more
formal kinds of assessments (eugit tests, final exams, projects, reports, and state assessments) and
are typically ued to assign students a course grade or to certify student mastery of intended learning
outcomes for thestate-adopted contentstandards

test specifications A description of a test often referred to as a blueprint that describes the number of
items percontent area, item format, item statistics, and scoring procedures.

transcribe The act omoving student responses, exactly as they were completed by a student, to an
online form oranswer documenas necessitated by an accommodation, damage to an origireaber
document or anevent/irregularity that renders an originanswerdocumentunusable

validity: The degree to which the intended inferences/interpretations made for test scores are
supported and accurateThere are several types of validity
9 concurrent validity. the relationship between the test score and an alternate current measure or
criterion.
construct validity. the extent to which the test measures a hypothetical construdrai.
content validity: the extent to which the items on a test are representative of the content the test
purports to measure.
1 criterion-related validity: the relationship between the test score and another criteti®@here are
two types of criterion redted validity.
1 facevalidity: the extent to which the test appears to measure what is intended content validity: the
extent to which the items on a test are representative of the domain the test intends to measure.
1 predictive validity. the relationship beveen the test score and a future criterion.

T
T
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ACT
AP
CAT
CBA
CR
EIP
EL
ELM

EL/TPC

EOC
EOG
ER

ESOL
ESSA
FAPE

FTE
GAA

GaDOE

GaPSC

GKIDS
GSE
GTID

IAP
IB

ACRONYMS

American College Testing
Advanced Placement
Computer Adaptive Test

Curriculum Based Assessmen

Constructed Response
Early Intervention Program
English Learner

English Learney Monitored
English Learner/Test
Participation Committee
Endof-Course

Endof-Grade
ExtendedResponse

English to Speakers of Other
Languages

Every Student Succeeds Act
Free Appropriate Public
Education

FullTime Equivalent

Georgia Alternate Assessment

Georgia Department of
Education

GeorgiaProfessional Standards

Commission

Georgia Kindergarten Inventor

of Developing Skills

Georgia Standards of Excellen

Georgia Test Identification
(Number)

Individual Accommodation Pla

International Baccalaureate

IDEA

IEP
LEA
LUA

NAEP
NRT

O.C.GA

PSAT
REBW

QBE
RTI
SAT
SchTC
SEA
SIS
SRC
SST
STC
SWD

KW-APT

Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act
Individualized Education
Program

Local Education Agency
Local Unit of Administration
(local school districts)
National Assessment of
Educational Progress
Norm-Referenced Test
Official Code of Georgia
Annotated

Preliminary SAT

Reading and Evidendgased
Writing

Quiality Basic Education
Response to Intervention
Scholastic Aptitude Test
School Test Coordinator
State Educatiorgency
Student Information System
State Required Code
Student Support Team
System Test Coordinator
Students with Disabilities
KindergartenWVIDA ACCESS
Placement Test
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STATEBOARDOFEDUCATIONPOLICIES ANBULES

The most current policies and rules below can be found on the GaDOE rules page web site at the

following link:

http://www.gadoe.org/ExternalAffairsand-Policy/StateBoardof-Education/Pages/PEABoardRules.aspx

SBOE Rule
Number

160-3-1-.07

1604-2-.11

1604-2-.13

160-4-2-.20

160-4-2-.31

160-4-2-.34

160-4-2-.48

160-4-5-.02

1604-8-.12

Associated O.C.G.A.

20-2-131
20-2-140
20-2-142
20-2-150(a)
20-2-151
20-2-154(a)
20-2-240(a)
20-2-242
20-2-281
20-2-282
50-18-70
20-2-240
20-2-282
20-2-283
20-2-284
20-2-285
20-2-240
20-2-281
20-2-140 through
20-2-142
20-2-151.1
20-2-160
20-2-151
20-2-152
20-2-240
43-34-21
20-2-149.2
20-2-161.3
20-2-131
20-2-140
20-2-142
20-2-150(a)
20-2-151(a)(b)
20-2-160
20-2-161.1
20-2-161.2
20-2-281(a)(c)
20-2-156
20-2-154.1
20-2-240
20-2-300

Title

Testing Programs Student Assessment

Promotion, Placement, and Retention

Statewide Passing Score

List of StateFunded KB Subjects and-22 Courses

Hospital/Homebound (HHB) Services

Dual Enroliment and Move On When Ready

High School Graduation Requirements for Student
Enrolling in the Ninth Grade for the First Time in 2008
School Year and Subsequent Years

Language Assistance: Program for English Learners

Alternative/NonTraditional Education Programs
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SBOE Rule

Associated O.C.G.A.

20-2-161 through
20-2-2063.2
160-4-9-.07 20-2-2065 CharterSystems
20-2-240
20-2-2081
20-2-160
20-2-182
20-2-320
160-5-1-.07 20-2-664 Student Data Collection
20-2-665
20-2-697
20-2-740
20-2-240
20-2-670
160-5-1-.14 49-4A12 Transfer of Student Records
50-18-90
50-18-95
20-2-159.3
20-2-159.4
20-2-159.5
20-2-240 Awarding Units of Credit and Acceptance of Transfe
20-2-281 Credit and/or Grades
20-2-690
20-3-519
20-17-2
20-2-80 through
160-5-1-.33 20-2-84.6
20-4-37
20-14-26
160-7-1-.01 ggii% Single Statewide Accountability System
20-14-41

Number

160-5-1-.15

Strategic Waivers and Title 20/No Waivers School
Systems

Questions may be referred to tHeolicy Divisiomat the GaDOEr directly to the assigned GaDOE
Assessment Specialist.
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GENERAASSESSMEMIDMINISTRATIORBUIDANCE

Test Security

1

A primary function of the GaDOE is to establish, develop, and implement a state assessment system
that fairly, accurately, and with validit Y S| & dzZNBa &G dzRSy i | OKAS@SYSyl
academic content standards (Georgia Standards of Excellence).

Test security must focus on assessment readiness, monitoring and reporting of testing anomalies,
quality of irregularity investigations, andigelines for working with districts to resolve irregularities

and to ensure valid results for all students.

Specific information and detailed guidelines regarding Test Security are providedTiagh8ecurity

section of theStudent Assessment Handbd&AH)

System Test CoordinatdSTCAssignment

T

Assignment of the role of System Test Coordinator (otherwise known as Assessment Director) must
be made by the superintendent of the district or state charter school to the Director of Assessment
Administration and include the full name, email address, and primary and secondary telephone
numbers, including cell phone, if available.

The superintendeninust notifythe security officer of the district or state charter school to assign

the role of Assessment Director (districts) or Charter School Administrator (state charter schools) in
the MyGaDOIPortal. This assignment allows the STC to receive data files and emails from the
GaDOE Assessment Division listserv.

Arole request must be madan the MyGaDOE portéd allow access for the STC to the Testing
Irregularity Form (TIF) for approval by the GaDGiegssnent Division. Once approved, the STC will
have the ability to enter reports regarding irregularities and potential invalidations related to test
administrations Additional informationis provided later in this manual.

All STCs are expected to pagae in all GaDOE training sessions specific to each assessment and
including guidance related to assessment policy, test security, administration, and local monitoring.
In addition, ST&EMustbecome familiar with theStudent Assessment Handboékcessillity &
Accommodations ManuabndAssessment Administration Protocol Manteaénsureassessments

are administered properlyunder secure condition$y support valid and reliable assessment

results.

Training and policy documents are posted to titp://testing.gadoe.orgwebsite under the=or
Educators link.

Scheduling

f
f

1

Mandated testanust be scheduled in accordance with published GaDOE testing dates.

The Georgia Assessment and Training Calendar appears btighiéesting.gadoe.orgwebpage

under the For Educatorénk.

State assessments may be administered Monday through Friday only and during a&/ssieno3

normal operating hours. Online testing may be administered only during the times of day that the

applicable online testinglatform(s) is provided under the terms of GalBD&bntractual

agreement(s). Online testing is not available for use on the weekends.

o Administrations to Hospital/Homebound (HHB) students may be an exception tguikigncef
deemed necessary for a stud&nneeds. Should this need arise, ®i€Gnust notify GaDOE.

In scheduling each mandated assessment, schools must adhere to the testing times prescribed in

the Test Administration Manual#\llowing too much or too little time may result in an invalidation

Contact a GaDOE Assessment Specialist to disitasmstanceshat mightwarrant deviation from

prescribedscheduling guidancéf approved this will be documented in a Testing lgtgarity Form
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If breaks are allowed, they should be scheduled so thatrdnurried pace is maintained. The
monitoring of students during an allowed/scheduled break is required.

When scheduling tests, systems and schools should consider the optimum time to administer the
tests. For example, testing immediately after students have had strenuous physical activity should
be avoided.

Each school has the option of deciding whether students will be tested in their classrooms
(i.e.,where students normally receive instructior)ia alarge groupsetting. The classroosetting

is strongly recommended, especially for elementary school students. However, if thgtarge

testing option is selected, all students must be able to hear the test instructions and have sufficient
workspace forassessment activitieg\ sufficient number of proctors must be available to assist with
test administration and monitor test security.

All personnel involved in the administration must be trained; this includes all staff who are involved
in the handling of secure test materials. Volunteers should not handle test materials or manage
testing logistics but may assist in the administration in other ways.

Test Environmentand Requirements for Examiners and Proctors

1
1

Examiners must be certifiedducatorsby the Georgia Professional Standards Commission (GaPSC)
and must be assisted by proctors, whemguired

It is highly recommended that proctors be system employees; however, it is permissible to allow
volunteers to serve as proctors, providdtey receive all required training.

Parents, other relatives, and guardians must not proctor the class or grade level in which their child
or a relative is student

Parents who are school employees should not serve as the examiner for their child itd afeh

close relativeFurther, it is highly advisable that if possible, parents should avoid serving as an
examiner or proctor for the grade level(s) of their children.

One proctor peeachgrade3-8 testing locations recommended. At least one proctor must be
assigned to a test setting that contai88 or morestudents Volunteers who do not hold a GaRSC
issued certificate may serve only as proctors and only after being trédmede specific test
administration.This person will aid the examiner in distributing and collecting materials, in
systematically observing students, and in responding to problems which may arise, particularly in
testing younger students. For younger students, a proctor or assistant camiv@lpize confusion.
The presence of a proctor also will assist in protecting the integrity of the testing situation.

Prior to testing, H proctors shoulde thoroughly trained on test security atigeir dutiesin the

testing location(See Test Securitgifa detailed description of responsibilitiegplunteers (non
employees) who assist in the school should not manage test materials or testing logistics but may
assist in the administration in other ways (ifeont office support, hall monitors, etc.Jhe

exception would be when serving as a proctor and in the testing location only.

If testing is conducted in setbntained regular education classrooms, it is suggested that the
examiner be someone other than the regular classroom teacher assigned ® shadents Based

on student needsspecial education teachers and ESOL teaaghaysadminister tests to their
students.

A system/school may choose to establish testing teams within grade levels, may rotatejssiee
teachers for testingourposes, or may use other appropriate certified personnel.

The Principal, Assistant Principal, and/or designated central office staff must monitor all testing
sessions. This is especially necessary when testing is being conducted in multiple locéatiores wit
building.

Seating arrangements should ensure that each student has adequate workspace for all test
materials required, wittenoughspace between students to discourage copying and to permit them
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to handle materials comfortably. Measures should bestako that students may not see adjacent
computer screens to avoid the possibility of, or temptation, to cheat.

The rooms should be well Bind haveadequate ventilation, a comfortable temperature, and
freedom from interruption. Rooms should not be locdteear noisy areas, such as band rooms or
play areas. ATestingc Please Be Quiésign should be posted.

Pre-Administration Preparation

1
1

= =4 =

1

The most current information for any test administration will be provided through the applicable
pre- and/or midadministration webinar(s) at least two weeks prior to the date of the test.
Necessary supplies and materialould be preparedbr testing. These includest tickets,test
booklets, answer documents, practice materials (if provided), instructions, pencés;tsc
papergraph paper (per guidance from manuglsa clock or stopwatch for any timed tests, and
extra calculators (as needed).

Accurate student, teacheand class information should be uploaded to the online testing system
for each administration.

The STC should create and/or verify system and school level users for each online testing system.
Refer toTest Administration Mnuals for the supplies and materials needed for testing.

Online testing administrations must include the completion of all tethgy and student online
readiness checks prior to administration and as prescribed by GaDOE.

For most of the state assessment programs, GaDOE wilTegstAdministration Manuat® the
GaDOE websitghttp://testing.gadoe.org in advance of testing. While these are copyrighted
materials, they may be saved and reproducedlteredasneeded for local trainingoreparation

and administratiorpurposes.These manualshould be treated like secure materials in that they
must be disposed of as prescribed following the end of test administration. Uspgestically

written for multiple administrationsmanuals must not be retained for future use as subsequent
versions mg contain important changes that apply to future test administrations

The School Test Coordinat(BchTChnust count ALL test materials before disseminating to
examiners. Eaminers must verify couatand sign for materialbefore testing begins. At the end of
each test session, the examiner must account for ALL test materials before dismissing students. The
SchT@nust count ALL test materials as Examiners check in the materials at the end of each test
session for each dayf testing.

Prior to testing, plan to provide activities for students who complete their testing early.

During Test Administration

T

In the interest of test security, restroom visits should be monitored appropriatelgichers will
want to be certain that stdents, especially younger children, have an opportunity to go to the
restroom before the test begins. There should also be ample planned and monitored breaks in the
testing schedule. These breaks must be consistent with the administration proceduresifioiest
Given that the health and dignity of students should never be jeopardized, schools must have a
plan in place for students who become ok have some other type of emergenduring test
administration. If an urgenthealth/restroom related need developthe time should be recorded,
materials secured, and threudent may be escorted to the restroom/clinl€the event is of a short
duration, the student may return to testing and receive the time lost due to theidrie exit the
test setting. This should be documented by the school and reported to the System Test Coordinator
but does not have to be reported to the GaDOE as a testing irregularity. If the event becomes
protracted and/or the student is unable to retutn a test session, report this event agesting
Interruptionirregularity in the MyGaDOE Portal.a makeup test administration, the student may
reenter and complete the iprogress section within the time remaining from the original test
session. Thetudent should not be allowed to alter any existing responses.
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9 Test coordinators should use online test administratiools to monitor proper administration of
testing on district schedules, verify that accommodations are assigned appropriately, and test
occurs with minimal technical disruptions.
Monitor students so that student responses are recorded corraattye online program
Organize and monitor availabéstimatedtime allowances for testing sessiarStudents should
attempt to pace themseles during testing by working quickly while maintaining accuracy. They
should be aware of the time allocated for the test, as well as the number of items on the test, but
should avoid clock watching. Test anxiety may increase if students are overly cahabmé the
time and glance at a watch or clock too frequently.
9 Encourage students to read all questions and answer choices. Teachers should instruct students to
be certain they have read all choices before selecting an aremgemayencourage studentsot
review and check answers, if time allows.
1 Schools must maintain lists that indicate the name of the Exanainefor Proctors, if applicdb,
with the associated class or students assessed by that Exaaridésr Proctor.
1 Test AdministratiotManualsmust be reviewed foadditional guidance specific to the assessment.

= =4

Homebound/Hospitalized Students

The goal of a school system with homebound students requiring state assessments is to provide an
administration of the test that, as closely as piide, approximates the administration that is being
conducted at the studei® homeor FTEenrolledschool.

If the student will be tested at home or in the hospital, the examiner should administer the test at the
same time (if possible) and must use tlarge administration procedures being used in the school. The
examiner must be a certified educator who has been trained to administer the test.

To ensure test security, examiners must check out assessegeiftment andmaterials from the
SchTCSTCadminiser the test on the designated date, and return materials to 8ehTCSTGt the

conclusion of testingachday. Test materialand equipmenshould not be checked out overnight. To

do so, is considered a breach of test security. Test administration manuals and all related materials must
be returned to theSchTCSTGmmediately following the assessment.

Online testing that is conducted in thisanner must take place using equipment owned by the local
system/school. The security of the network used to administer the test must be confirmed S the
appropriate systerevel technology personnel prior to testing. The equipment used, andtadt ot
related materials, must be returned to tHechTCSTGt the conclusion of testingachday.

Makeup Sessions

The system testing schedule, including malkedates mustbe established within the range of the
state@ testing dates for each assessment pemg. TheSchTGhould follow appropriate test
administration procedures when scheduling malg sessionswhile local systems may choose
whether to publish makeup dates, all systems must designate malp days within their local testing
window(s).

Makeuptests are intended for students who are unavoidably and unexpectedly absent on the regularly
scheduled testing day(s). Makeup tests are not intended to accommodate students whose activities
conflict with local testing dates or student/family preferencedrstances where a parent withdraws a
student during a test session. The student may not make up the section during which the withdrawal
occurred.
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Schoolsponsored activities that would require students to be away from schoolf{eld trips) must be
scheduled so that they do not occur within the local testing windsehool and distrielevel danners
must review state and local testing calendars well in advance of booking events to émengrés no
conflict with assigned testing dates.

On a caséy-case basis and if conditions allow, GaDOE may assist local systems in scheduling make
days, within the state window, that stem from events for which the local system has no control over
scheduling (such as events sponsored by national or-state enities). This would include events

whose participants are not determined until after the local sysietasting calendar is established and

the testing window open (e.gompetitive events and honors). Additionally, and on a dasease basis

and where coditions allow, GaDOE may assist systems in a similar way with students who experience a
medical emergency that may prevent them from testing on a designated date(s). However, GaDOE
cannot extend the state window for such cases.

If a student ior remains &sent through the scheduled testing dates, he/she must wait until the next
scheduled administration. If the system believes that there are extenuating circumstances that merit
consideration, please contact the Assessment Administration Division of theEsaDO

Unexpected Event Contingency Plan

In any unexpected situation, educators must first act to assure the safety of all children and adults and
to protect property from damage. Beyond that, and to the greatest extent possible, the integrity of the
test beirg administered is to be maintained. It is possible that testing may be resumed during the same
day or on a subsequent day without compromising the integrity of the assessment. Any interruption
that is protracted or involves a large number of students niugsteported as a Testing Interruption
irregularity in the MyGaDOE Portal for review by the GaDOE.

In the event of widespread school closures across the state, the following plan should be

followed:
1 Guidance will be monitored at the state and lokadels to determine risk and formally to report to
superintendents through the offices of the Governor and/or the State Superintendent. Ongoing

3dZA RFyOS gAff 0S LINPOARSR o0& (KS D2@SNYyz2NNna 27FF)

duration of theemergency incident.

o Information provided by GaDOE Assessment and Accountability will be reviewed and cleared
OKNRdzZAK GKS {0F0S {dZISNAYISYRSy(iQa 2FFAOS LINR 2
consistent messaging.

0 Any waiver requests to thenited States Department of Education (US ED) will be submitted by
GKS {GF3S {dZISNAY(ISYRSyiQa 2FFA0SE AT ySSRSRo®

1 Vendor Notification Vendors are notified by the GaDOE of any statewide or regional testing

interruptions for any reason. GaDOE works direcitjrthe GaDOE IT Department and local districts

in providing guidance for resuming the student assessment windows, when possible.

1 District Notification The STC and/or other identified district leader notifies the GaDOE assigned

Assessment Specialist oktlscope of the event and impact to students. GaDOE Assessment

Specialists will determine a course of action that includes contact with the assessment vendor, and

to create a customer service action plan, if possible. In the event of statewide schooéslosur

V2OAFAOIGA2Y FYR O2YYdzyAOIGA2Yy 6Aff 0S5 LINROARSR
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monitoring school closures and supportive of the safety and wellbeing of students and staff.
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1 GaDOE NotificatiorlGaDOE Assessment Specialists monitor test session activity for assigned
districts. STCs are contacted by the assip@aDOE Assessment Specialists on alpasase basis
to determine probable cause and impact to the student assessment experience. Action plans will
include resources necessary to complete testing in a manner that maintains valid and reliable
student asessment results, when and if testing may be resumed.

alye 2F DS2NHAI Qaadaitisteiedhrough anné ar W&ihAsed platfokds. In the
event of a widespread internet or power outage, information may be transferred based on district/
schoolreporting, GaDOE reporting, and/or vendor notification of a failure.

In the event of a widespread internet or power outage, the following plan should be

followed:

1. Known or anticipated weather events should be monitored at both the local and state levels t
determine risk. Districtevel outages must be reported to the GaDOE by the STC. GaDOE
Assessment Specialists will contact assigned districts and state charter schools to determine if there
are needs prior to anticipated events where possible. GaDOE#asat Specialists will notify the
Director of Assessment Administration of these events. The Director will contact GaDOE Information
Technology (IT) Department and the assessment vendor to determine scope of the event, impact to
students, and planned potdial statewide actions.

2. Statewide testing interruptions/events follow a similar protocol to include:

1 Vendor Notification Vendors are expected to contact the GaDOE of any statewide or regional
testing interruptions due to online platform or assessmentabdity for any reason. A root
cause analysis is required from the vendor to identify issues causing the interruption and to
provide a timeline for correction or to itemize corrective action to reinstate the student
assessment administration. GaDOE watiksctly with the GaDOE IT Department and local
districts in providing guidance for resuming the student assessment windows.

9 District Notification The STC and/or other identified district leader notifies the GaDOE assigned
Assessment Specialist of the pewof the event and impact to students. GaDOE Assessment
Specialists will determine a course of action that includes contact with the assessment vendor,
and to create a customer service and technology probsaiving action plan. GaDOE works
directly withthe GaDOE IT Department and local districts in providing guidance for resuming
student testing within the district.

1 GaDOE NotificatiolGaDOE Assessment Specialists monitor test session activity for assigned
districts. STCs are contacted by the assigndd@@&Assessment Specialists on a-bgsease
basis to determine probable cause and impact to the student assessment experience. Action
plans will include resources necessary to complete testing in a manner that maintains valid and
reliable student assessmeresults.

In all cases, GaDOE works closely with STCs, assessment vendors, and the GaDOE IT Department to
provide guidance and resolve all issues in a timely manner to maximize the student assessment
experience. Secure materials should be inventoriednmemal processes and verified prior to resuming
testing. Examiners must verify that students resume testing with the correct materials. The Examiner
should take note of remaining test time to ensure students have the allotted time to complete the
testingsession upon resuming the assessment. Testing interruptions are determined an irregularity
when events become one of a lengthy duration and must be documented in the MyGaDOE Portal for
review by the GaDOE.
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Dealing with Emergency/Unexpected Situations

In any unexpected situation, educators must first act to assure the safety of all children and adults,
and to protect property from damageWhile test security is critical and must be maintained as much as
possible student safety is always the priority

Unplanned fire drill/lbomb threatsEmergency drills should not be scheduled during a testing
administration window; however, should an unplanned event occur, students should not take the test
materials outside and should not be permitted to talk about legtduring the event. Test materials

should be kept secure (lock door when students have evacuated the room/building). If the@chool
safety plan permits for the testing group(s) to be kept together and under direct supervision, please do
so. The Examineshould take note of the time of the evacuation, if possible, to ensure students have the
allotted time to complete the testing session upon return. When students and Examiners are cleared to
reenter the building safely, testing should resume as quickpoasible, allowing students the

remainder of the allotted time to finish the test. Should the event become one of a lengthy duration,
and once all considerations relative to student safety have passed, contact GaDOE for further direction
regarding plansd resume testing. Materials should be inventoried per normal processes and verified
prior to resuming testing. Examiners need to make certain that students resume testing with the correct
materials. In all cases student and staff safety is always theitgrior

Sudden or severe weather evelistricts should always monitor the weather during their local testing
windows.Be mindful that online testing can be particularly vulnerable to severe weather due to the
possibility of power/Internet disruptiondf itis feasible and safe to monitor weather conditions and
continue testing, that is permissibli the event weather causes an immediate need to stop testing,
then students should not take the test materials outside of the classroom and should not be fgefmit
to talk about testing during the event. Test materials should be kept secure (lock door when students
have evacuated the room for designated safe areas). The Examiner should take note of the time, if
possible, to ensure students have the allotted titbecomplete the testing session upon return. When
students and Examiners are cleared to reenter the test setting safely, testing should resume as quickly
as possible, allowing students the remainder of the allotted time to finish the test. Should the event
become one of a lengthy duration, once all considerations relative to student and staff safety have
passed, contact GaDOE for further direction regarding plans to resume testing. Materials should be
inventoried per normal processes and verified priorésuming testing. Examiners need to make
certain that students resume testing with the correct materials.

Security LockdowrSecurity drills should be avoided during the test administration window, if possible.
If an event iknownto be a drill, and it isleemed feasible and proper to continue testing, that is
permissiblec though it may not be optimalThe need for a successful drill supersedes testing during the
period of the drill. Ideally, of course, drills should not be conducted during testing ibpmsShould
conditions merit the suspension of testing, test materials should be kept secure within the test setting
until the lockdown has been lifted and all students and staff are &itelent and staff safety protocols
should NOT be violated for thmirposes of materials collectio$afety is the first priority. Students

should not be permitted to talk about testing during the event. The Examiner should note the time of
the event, if possible, to allow students the ability to complete the testingisesshen all is clear, with

the allotted time. Testing should be resumed as quickly as possible, if appropriate, allowing students the
remainder of the allotted time to finish the test. Should the event become one of a lengthy duration,
once all considerans relative to student and staff safety have passed, contact GaDOE for further
direction regarding plans to resume testing. Materials should be inventoried per normal processes and
verified prior to resuming testing. Examiners must ensure that studesisme testing with the correct
materials.
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Powerinternet Outage (Onlin@nd Paper/Pencilesting: Please follow all instructions that address loss

of connectivity/power in the online testing manual(s). It may also be necessary to contact the support

line for the testing contractor. Students should not be permitted to talk about testing during thedoper

during which testing is suspended. Be sure to note the time of the event so that you can figure out how
much time students have to complete the testing session. When you are able to resume testing, do so as
quickly as possible, allowing students thenander of the allotted time to finish the test. Should the

event become one of a lengthy duration requiring the suspension of testing for the remainder of the
scheduled session or for the day, contact GaDOE for further direction regarding plans to testinge

Student becomes ill during the testEach situation must be considered independently. Remove the ill
student from the testing environment as quickly as possible so that their needs can be attended to, and
so that the other students are not digted. If cleaning the room is necessary to the extent thatilit

require the relocation of students, the test examiner must collect secure test materials while students
transition to a new setting. Students may then be allowed to complete testing ohoeated. If

relocation is not possible, remove students from the room while the room is cleaned and secure all
testing materials (or, if applicable, pause online testing as provided for in the test administration
manual). Students should be kept in a ldoatwhere they cannot discuss the test until the room has

been restored. Resume testing as soon as it is feasible, allowing students the remainder of the testing
time.

PostTest Administration

For security purposes, dlest Administration Manualgest tickets,test booklets, answer documents,
and scratch papégraph papemust be returned to theschTCthen to theSTGmmediately after tests
have been administered. The ExamirfechT@nd STGnust account for all materials.

Specific information relted to posttest administration including collecting test materials can be found
in the systemand schoolevel coordinato® manuals that are distributed along with the testing
materials.Immediately after testing has been completed, appropriate persbshould perform the
following tasks under the supervision of the local school/local system administrative staff.

Some general guidelines:

1 At the end of each test session, the examiner must colddtest materials and return to the
SchTC

1 TheSchTGhauld confirm online test administrations are in the completed stagtsidents with
incomplete test sessiortsut have recordedgtudentresponses will be scored

1 Responses for paper administratimust be transcribed into an online form by certified persehn
in the presence of a witness who also holdsa@ Sdssued certificate. An administratonayalso be
present and may transcribe student responses or serve as the certificated witness. All transcriptions
of student responses must be coordinated by Be&hT@nd aValidation Form for Transcription of
Answer Documentshould be completed by the scribe and witnesses.

9 Student test tickets for online assessments should be retained at the system level until final student
reports are received and the systemntioms receipt of scores for all test participants. BiECan
then follow the distric® records retention schedule and process for securely destroying student test
tickets and other test materials and test records retained by the district.

1 TheSchT@ndSTGhould collaborate to ensure that any necessary cotbngtudentsis completed
in the online platform.

1 Atthe close of the local testing mdow, all materials shouldébcounted and inventoried to account
for all secure and nosecure test materialgnd then returnedo the STC
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1 TheSTGwill coordinate returning any secure scorable and nonscorable materials to the testing
contractor for scoring, storage, or destructiancording toguidelines and published return
timelines found in thél'est Administation Manuals.STCs are responsible for the timely retufrat
secure test materials within the published timelines. Secure test materials which are deemed lost
must be reported as a testing irregularity in the MyGalPoial andare considered a breach in test
security and may result in referral to GaPSC

1 Managenent of nonsecure test materials varies among the different assessment programs and
specific guidance is found in the coording®manuals.

9 If test booklets and answer documents are used for certain students, all answer docusndfis
test bookletsmug be prepared with correct information recorded in the proper man(eq., using
a pencil to record student responses or student scowgtt) any labeling affixeger guidance in test
administration manualsAll errors in bubbling student identificationformation must be corrected.
Make certain that nothing has been written on the answer documents except in areas designated
for recording informationErrors in properly preparindemographic information, coding, and/or
labels may result in costs to thestict for correction if notmanaged and corrected within
appropriate guidance found in test administration manuals &athing sessions.

Transferring Student Test Scores

It is the responsibility of local school systems to ensure that test scores becparea student$)

records as soon as possible after testing, and that such records follow students to their new schools.
Grade placement and other decisions may be delayed because test scores are unavailable. A copy of
SBOE Rule 1é01-.14, TRANSFER AQRJBENT RECORDS can be found on the GaDOE web site.

NOTE: If a stude® records are unavailable or do not show test scores, contacsT@n the studenfd
previous school system and/or the Principal of the school from which the student is transferring to verify
test scores.

Transferring Records for Students with Disabilities, 504 Students, and EL Students

If a studen® special education record, includihig/her IEP, IAP, or EL /TPC Plan is unavailable, contact
the STCthe system Special Education Director, or ESOL coordinator in the sBidetious school
system, or the Principal of the former school to verify placement, testing accommodations, and
requirements specified in the IEP, IAP, or EL/TPC Plan. Every effort should be made to receive such
information prior to testing any student with special needs.

Dissemination of Test Information

This section of the handbook provides a brief overview ofrépmrting of assessment results and

guidance on retaining test records. For specific types of reports for each testing program, please refer to
the specific test program page on thel 5 h Be€idg pagehttp://test ing.gadoe.org

State Dissemination of Scores

Assessment and Accountability works with its various test contractors to produce timely and accurate
results. The office has worked to reduce the time between submission of assessment results and
availability ofinitial student rosters/reports. The key factor in quick ttaroundtime of results is the
obtainment of a representative sample for verifying test calibration and equating and for analyzing test
results. Districts should ensure that online test sessamasproperly closed/completed, to facilitate

timely scoring and reporting. To ensure that results are attributed to the correct student and school, it is
crucial that the PrdD or student demographic information be accurate.
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Test results are reported #lhe student, school, system, state, and in some cases, class levels. Results for
individual students are critical for certain grades and subjects. For this reason, the Assessment
Administration Division releases results from many programs through the tiepat@ secure portal,
MyGaDOHortal, or through other secure delivery mechanisms. These access points are available to all
school systems and provide secure vehicles for the protection and transmission of confidential data
inherent in assessment filelt.is incumbent upon school districts to carefully consider who is provided
access to these sites and to actively review who from their districts has such &ibegssrmissions

should be reviewed by each district on an ongoing and regular basis. Eledetaiand studentevel
assessment data are made available via roster format or data file format depending on the contractual
agreement between the test vendor and GaDOE. Individual student reports, and foldbli@3 NJ Y Q a
other reports, are also made alalle to districts via printed copy. These reports are shipped directly to
school systems in care of tt8&T Gat the address provided by the school system. It is critical that school
districts apprise the division of any changes in shipping addresses.

Please note that mistakes in test administration that occur in a school or system may result in the
local school system being invoiced for the costs incurred to correct any resulting errors in test
data/reports. Such errors that may result in costs beimgre by the local school system include, but
are not limited to:

Coding errordExamples)

9 improper coding of student demographic data

T vy2iG O2NNBOGfe O2RAy3 &0GdzRSYyld AYyF2N¥IFGA2Y 2N Ay Oz
student, incorrect codingfcheader sheets, incorrect use of school names, inaccurate/improper
grouping of answer documents

1 attempting to report student results to programs (such as 6xxx number sites) rather than to schools

Administration Errorg Examples)

9 administering the wrongest(s) to the wrong student(s)

1 distributing student online test tickets to the wrong student

9 failure to transcribe student responses (i.for, Braille students or other accommodated students)
from the test booklet to the online platform

Materials ErrordExamples)

excessive order of paper materials

late return of scorable materials/packaging errors

leaving scorable answer documents in test booklets

shipping scorable materials with neatorable materials

failure to return used or unusedonscorable materials

inability to account for missing test materials

return shipments sent to the wrong location/wrong contractor

failure to properly mark or label scorable test materials according to guidance found in Test
Administration Manuals

=4 =4 =8 =8 -4 -8 -8 9

Repoting Errors (Examples)
9 failure to report irregularities in a timely manner

These errors may necessitate custom and/or hand scoring, creation of new student, school, system, or
state reports and/or data file€rrors of this nature may be irreparable and maarry direct impacts
upon accountability determinations and other measureall errorssuch as these must be reported as
a testing irregularity in the MyGaDOPortal for review byGaDOE Assessment Specialists.
Georgia Department of Education
Pagel3of 155wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved



Accessing Assessment Data Files

Assessment and Accountabif@ypolicy for releasing secure data is that such information will be
released only to th&TCRequests for data from other personnel in the system (&igcipals, teachers,
parents, etc.) will be directed to theTC

Systemlevel electronic data files for most assessments are also availaBl€Q@wia the MyGaDOE
Portal. Some programs may provide this data through another secure access point. This provides a
means for local educational staff to analyze the data to meet tingiique reporting needs.

The URL for the MyGaDOE Port#ltips://portal.doe.k12.ga.usWhen data are available for download,
STCseceive an email message from the MyGaDOE Portal to alert them. After loggiadiee
MyGaDOE PortafTCsavigate to thedDistrict Assessmergportlet and save the assessment zip file to
their computer.No additional password to extract the reports/data files is necessary.

To have access to these downloadable reports and dlass, ft is imperative thaBTCsicquire a login

and password that allows them access to the assessment data on the MyGaDOE Portal. Because the
assessment information provided on the MyGaDOE Portal is highly confidantiall] persons who

have a MyGaDORFortal login have access to the assessment.déif&Cshould contactheir district

portal security officeto ensure thatthe STC has been assigned the proper irothe MyGaDORPortal

for viewing ofassessment dataecure emails, anteceipt of assessmentlated communicationsThis

task should be completeals soon as possible and prior to the start of the testing sed3oea.to the
confidential nature of student information related to this rae well as issues sgific to FERPA and
student privacyit is recommended that an annual reviewsgfcurity rolesassigned to district personnel

in the MyGaDORPortalbe conducted by the security officer for the district.

Questions about the MyGaDOE Portal should be directed to the Help Desk: Email:
dticket@doe.k12.ga.ys?hone: 1800-869-1011

For more informationregarding accessing assessment data,fitestact the AssessmeAdministration
Division at 404656-2668 or 800634-4106.

Interpreting the Results
Assessment and Accountability provides training for interpreting results. Primarily this training is part of
the pre-administration and/or postidministration workshops.

A <ore interpretation guide is provided for each testing program. These guides are posted on the
GaDOE testing web pages. To find the guide for a particular testing program, visit
http://testing.gadoe.org Then cliclon the name of the specific test.

Public Reporting of Statewide Test Results

The Assessment Administration Divisi@orkswith its contractors to provide highuality data that are
accurate and useful to the public. The Division strives to assure thaekbase of testing data complies

with all state and federal laws, including, but not limited to, the Georgia Open Records Act (O.C.G.A. §
50-18-70), the Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the Elementary and Secondary
Act (ESSA).
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Test results are reported to the public in stages following a process of data verification:

9 State systemand schooblata are released viaotice from the State School Superintendent.

1 Data release dates will be made public no later than the day of the reledke sfatewide data
report. Data will be released on the same day to all parties, including school systems, the media, and
the general public.

In addition to these venues of reporting assessment results, both Georgia law and federal law require
that statesissuedreport cards with results in a parenfriendly format. The GaDOE web site,
http://www.gadoe.org links to the Govern@® Office of Student Achievement (GOSA) State Report Card
each year. Aggregated adisaggregated results of all state tests can be found on this web site by test,
school, system, and state.

Local System Dissemination of Scores

Dissemination of scores including, but not limited to, standardized test score reports and growth score
reports,are important components of the mandate that systems inform the public concerning testing.
State and federal laws require that each local school system annually inform the citizens residing within
its area about the achievement of all enrolled studentsblyool and system. Publishing in the

newspaper is one of the best ways to disseminate the information. The use of websites for this purpose
has also become helpful for both districts and constituents in recent years.

Media help shape public opinion; thefore, educators need to work closely with media representatives

to provide the public with accurate and complete information about schools. An example of going
beyond simply reporting results is to provide an explanation of how the results will be ugagnove
instruction. Putting the results in this context goes beyond the numbers and focuses on the implications
for learning, which in turn, emphasizes the purpose for giving the assessmentpromote student

learning and improve student achievement.

Rescore Requests

Rescores may be requested 8y Céor the following Georgia assessment programs: Georgia

Milestones Georgia Alternate Assessme@AA2.0), and ACCESS for EISystems may receive

requests from their schools and/or parents/guardians.tsteguests must be reviewed and, if approved
locally, submitted to GaDOE by t8& Grzia the MyGaDOE Por&@lonline Rescore Request Form. Fees do
apply; though fees are not charged if a student score changes as the result of a rescore request. Districts
will be invoiced for this service. The decision to charge parents for such requests, where applicable, is a
local one. Contact the Assessment Administration Division for information relative to fees.

Retention of the Files of Test Results and Student RemigoliaFiles

Many questions arise about how long test results must be retained. The docuRedetion Schedule
for Local Government Recomdisfines test files and specifies the retention schedaleschool test score
reports. To access the link, please gognd paste it into your Internet browser address line. The link
below provides a searchable engine. Searchingstandardized test recordswill assist in finding the
information thatistypically of interest for those that work with sucécords.

http://www.georgiaarchives.org/records/local government/

This information implies that any criterieneferenced reports containing summary data for schools or
systems areetained 10 years. Reports such as class lists, achievement rosters, diagnostic summaries,
etc., fall into the foutyear category. Reports that extend beyond the retention dates may be destroyed.
Individual student reports may be destroyed if there arearels of scores in the stude®tpermanent

record (e.glabels).
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Online test tickets may be maintained securely until scores are received for students. Districts should
securely destroy tickets once it is confirmed that all students have received scordsaaititere are no
outstanding irregularities surrounding online test administrations. Districts/Schools should retain
student sigrin sheets, security checklists/test booklet distribution logs, and documentation of testing
anomalies for a minimum of fowyears.

For more information about results and records, contact the Assessment Administration Division at
404-656-2668 or 800634-4106.
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TESTSECURITY

Security and Accountability

Introduction

A primary function of the GaDQ¢to establish, develop, and ingonent a state assessment system that

fairly, accurately, and with validity measu@di dzZRSy G I OKAS@SYSy i NBf I GSR G2
content standards (Georgia Standards of Excelledgg)ropriate testing practices are not always

universally understoodeading to test irregularities. Good testing practices are sometimes violated

because the individual involved is not informed about what is appropriate for a standardized assessment
administration.Thematerial contained in this section is intended to pide guidance and information

related to theethical fair, and appropriate administration of state assessments.

STCsare expected to review th8tudent Assessment Handbotike Administration Protocol Manual
and theAccessibilitg Accommodations Manudbr guidanceregarding issues of test securitgst
administration irregularitiesand potential invalidation of student assessmeniese manuals are
available on the Testing/Assessment webpéup://testing.gadoe.org.

Security Breaches

Security breaches are actiodaring test administration that gives a student an unfair advantage or
compromises the secure administration of the assessm&ny. action that compromises test security or
leads to the invalidation of an individual stud@nbr a group of studenf¥est scores will be viewed by
the GaDOE amninappropriate use or handling of tests and will be treated as sBelow are guidelines
to assist system personnel determining which activities might compromise test security or score
validity. The guidelines apply, where applicable, to bothine and papertest administrations and
environments Please note that this list is not exhaustiaed includes acts that coulte committed by
staff and/or studentsAny concern regarding test security must be reported to GaDOE immediately
Assessment Administration Division staff members are available to help system personnel develop and
implement appropriate tessecurity procedures.

It is a breach of test security if anyone performs any of the following:

Examples related texaminers/Proctorgclude but are not limited to

1 coacheghe examinees during testing, or alters or interferes with examigkeEsponses iany way
1 gives examinees access to test questions or prompts prior to testing

1 copies, reproduces, or uses in any manfiecluding social media sites, texting, and/or email)
inconsistent with test secity regulations all or angortion of secureonline testing forms test
tickets, passwords, or test booklets

makes answers available to examinees

reads reviews notates, photographs, shares, transntitst items whether online or papehefore,
during (unles specified in the IEP, IAP Eit/TPC), or afteesting

guestions students about test content after the test administration

erases, marks answers, or alters responses on an answer document or within an online test form
participatesin, directs, aids, counsels, assists, encourages, or faigptot any of these prohibited
acts

= =4

= =4 =

Examples related to STC, SchTC, ExamordPsoctors include but are not limited to:
9 fails to follow security regulations for distribution and return of secure test materials as directed, or
fails to account for all sire test materials befa, during, and aftetesting (NOTE: lost test
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bookletsor other lost secure assessment materials in any assessment pragnastitute a breach
of test security and will result in a referral @eorgia Professional Standards ComiisgcaPSQ

9 uses or handles secure test bookldtemula sheetsanswer documentsonline testtickets,loging
passwordsand/ortest formsfor any purpose other than examination

9 fails to follow adminigation directionsfrom the TestAdministrationManual including an exact
word-for-word reading of the Examin@rscript

9 fails to properly securand safeguarghass codes/useamesfound on test ticketsiecessary for
online testadministration

9 participatesin, directs, aids, counsels, &ts, encourages, or fails to report any of these prohibited
acts

Failure to safeguard test materials or to comply with test administration procedures could adversely
affect an individua® certification statusSuchincidentsmust be reported to the GaDOE and may be
referred to the Educators Ethics Division of tBaPS@s failure to adhere to established policies and
proceduresUnder no circumstances may any tests be reproduced or duplicated for individual or group
use unlesauthorized by GaDOEailure to comply with the U.S. Copyright Laws protecting these
materials could result in legal actiofiny instance of violation of copyright laws must be reported
immediately to the GaDOE.

Testing Irregularities

Deviation from standrd test administration procedures or test security protocols is considered a testing
irregularity. Security breaches and testing irregularities can have-teaghing impact on students,
schools, and systems, as well as upon any personnel who mightgmnesisle for causing or

contributing to any circumstance leading to a testing irregulatitis the responsibility of all personnel

in the local system to follow protocol as they become aware of testing irregularities.

Any testing irregularity must baddressedmmediately. The Examiner should contact ®ehTGf there
are anydisruptions in testing sessiows if cheating or security violations are suspected. BebTCin
turn, shouldnotify the System Test Coordinat®TC)TheSTGs expected to contad GaDOE
Assessment Specialist as soon as possible and report the testinglamiggin the MyGaDOBbrtal.

If the SchT@r STecome aware of testing irregularities within the testing windexgaDOE
Assessment Specialist shoulddmntactedimmediatelyto determine if the test session can/should
continue. If the decision is made to discontinue the testing process, Asses8dimistrationDivision
staff will assist system personnel withrseheduling and/or rdesting, if appropriate.

If the irregularity is revealed following the scheduled testing window, Assessiuninistration

Division staff should be contacted to determiifi¢he scores on the affected tests are valid. All reports

to the GaDOE should be made by SiECIf the irregularity has a major impact on testing or there is a
possible need to invalidate student scores, then the digiassigned Assessment Spesialt the

GaDOE should be called. Confirmeddences of cheating will result in an invalidation of student scores

Irregularitiesmustbe coded documentation completedand submitted to the Assessment
AdministrationDivision. Th&TGs not required to call for guidance on irregularities concerning
common place interruptions (e.glarms, sickness, cell phones/texts ringing, power outage, €nge
the irregularity code is received from the GaDOE Assessment Specialist, it mayl loa tiseire
common place irregularities without calling the GaD @ the irregularities must be reported in the
MyGaDOHortal. All incidents of secure content posted on public websites and/or social media sites
must be reported immediately to the GaD@Esessment Specialist and reported in the MyGaDOE
Portal.
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It is possible to handle minor irregularities localpwever, more serious irregularities require a report

to the AssessmenmidministrationDivision at the GaDOBepending on the impact of the irregularity,

the GaDOE will instruct the school system to code the anomaly as either a testing irregulariégior a t
invalidation The AssessmemtdministrationDivisionshould be contacted as soon as possible if there is
a major interruption in testing that impacts a substantial number of students over an extended amount
of time.

Student cheating will result in inlrdation (i.e.,sharing answers, assisting peers during testing, using
electronic devices to copy, send, share answers or test information, plagialisheyre is a suspicion of
cheating during testing, the students involved should be moved or redirebigdesting should not be
suspendedIf after a system investigation it is determined that a student did cheat, GaDOE will
authorize invalidating scoreH it is suspected that an Examinemaissisting or coaching students during
testing, the Examiner®uld be removed from testing, and investigation by the system and school
administration should occur and the results of the investigation reported to the GaIlOEports to

the GaDOE should be made by 8iEGo the Assessment Administratiddivision and documentation
posted to the MyGaDO#brtal.

Occasionally, persons from the general public will contlhe AssessmekdministrationDivision with
allegations of classroom/school/system testing irregularitinghese cases, the Assessment
Administration Division staff will generally contact tR€Casking that person to investigate, determine
if possible unethical conduct is involved, make the appropriate repatiedGaPS@ith a copy to the
Assessment Admistration Division, and report the incideint the MyGaDORPortal.

The Assessment Administration Division of the GaDOE will review all reports of irregularities and may
advise the local system whether a report of possible unethical conduct should betm#aeGaPSC.

Irreqularities in Security Procedurieglude, but are not limited to, the following:
1 Examinee was given access to test questions or prompts prior to testing.
9 Test Examiner or other personnel copied or reprodu@@dany meanssecuretest materialsfor
personal or distributed us@est Examiner or other personnel posted or otherwise discussed secure
test material and/or test items through social media sites, texting, or other electronic
communications.
Test Examiner or other personr@ached examinee(s) during testing.
Test Examiner or other personnel altered or interfered with exam@hessponses in some way.
Test Examiner or other personnel made responses availalleetexaminee.
Test Examiner or other personnel failed to follmgulaions and/orprocedures for test security.
Test Examiner or other personnel used or handled the test materials for a purpose other than test
administration (i.e.misuse of test ticketdpacher takes a test home to review;
teacher/administrator reads a test booklet after school, etc.)
9 School or System missing assigned or unassigsttckets,test booklets or answer documents.
i Test Examiner or other personnel presenting actual or cloned test items to students beforg, du
or after the test session (except released test items or items iT#wPajl
1 Test Examiner failed to create an appropriate testing environment.

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Irreqularities in Test Administratidnclude, but are not limited to, the following:

9 Test Examiner or other personnel failed to follow administration directions for the test.

1 Examine@ testmaterials become lost or missimgcluding test tickets, booklets, and/or answer
documents
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1 Teaching aids are displayed in the testing environment &.bulletin board containing relevant
instructional materials) during testing.

1 System oiSchTG@nd/or designated personnel faile to assignand progerly correctthe
accommodationshrough the orine test setup procedures

9 Test Examiner fails to provide an examinee with a documented accommodation or provides

examinee with an accommaodation that is not documented and therefore is not appropriate.

Student disruptions for any reason.

Personnebr student verbalwritten, and or electronic communication regarding specific test

content.

= =4

Invalidationsrelated to Student Behaviancluding, but are not limited to, the following:

9 Student attempting to view or copy another stud@tesponses to questie during testing.

1 Student assisting peers with answers to questions during testing.

1 Student usingell phonesglectronic devicesand/or monitors to view, copy, share answerspmst
securetest information

9 Student involvement in incidentavolving cheating and/oplagiarism of contenand responses

Steps for Reporting a Testing Irregularity

SchTC

1 Communicate with th&&TCGbout a possible testing irregularity.

9 STQwill provide guidance to investigate the possible testing irregularity.

1 When requested, witten narrativestatementsmust be provided by all partieihcluding students
whenappropriate, involvedn the irregularity.

1 Return all documentation to th8TC

STC

i Collectdocumentation fromSchool Test Coordinat®r

1 Compile documentatiofor each incident reported.

1 Call theAssessmenfoecialist in theGaDORssessment Administration Division to determine

appropriate codingdr student answer documentgAdditional information about using thidy
GaDOE qrtal to report irregularities will be shared during each fa@ministration webinar.)

1 Include appropriate informationcoding,and documentation in thilyGaDORortal.

1 The AssessmertdministrationDivision will inform the local district if it is required to report the
irregularity to theGaPSC

Only the GaDOE may invalidate assessmewtdditional clarification on the coding of irregularities for
the specific testing mrgrams and the use of the surveys on the MyGaDOE Portal will be provided during
pre-administration trainings.

GeorgiaProfessional Standards Commissi@aPSC) Georgia Department of Educati¢@aDOE)

Educator Ethics Division Assessmenfdministration Division
200 Piedmont Ave\West Tower 1554 Twin Towers East

Suite 1702 205 Jesse Hill, Jr. Dr. SE
Atlanta,Georgia30334 Atlanta, Georgia30334

Electronic DevickCell PhoneUse on Georgi&tate-Mandated Assessments

Students are nopermitted to use or to bring into the testing environmerdny electronic devic@with

the exception of medical equipmerfr any statemandated assessmenf&eorgia Milestones, Georgia
Alternate Assessment 2.0, ACCESS for ELLS, Alternate ACCESS for ELLS tlaaidchdER)Iowthem
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to view, accessretain, or transmiinformation (e.g.cell phone smartphonéwatch camera PDAor
playback devicegtc.). Students who use an electronic device for medical purposesgl@cpse
monitoring, cardiac monitoring) may be allowed access to the device during testipgper use of
these device$or reasons other than the medical purposesguiredmay resul in an invalidation of
student scoresThe useof an electronic device during test administration shob&ldocumented locally
and does not need tbe reportedto the GaDOEQuestions regarding other devices not mentioned may
be directed to the assigneda®BOE Assessment Specialist for clarification.

Announcementsnust be made prior to testing thgbrohibited devices are not allowed in the testing
environment and that possession ionproperuse of such devices during testing may result in
disciplinary action in accordance with the syst@mstudent code of conduct afat test invalidation
Devices such as those mentioned above that are brought into the testing envirommuesthot remain

in the studenf® possession during testinBistricts andschoolsmust have a plan to collect and secure
such deviceso that they are not accessible during testinig the event a student brings such a device
into the testing environment but does not have the device out during testing, the examivt#or
proctor mustcollect the device if they become aware of its presence stralildallow the student to
continuetesting

In the eventan examinerconfirmsduring testing that student isusinga cell phone oklectronicdevice
of any kindto accessretain, or shareinformation, the examinemustwith minimal disruption

9 collect the device,

9 stop testing that student

1 remove the student from the testing sessjand

1 notify the SchT@mmediately.

In the event such actions aseispectedbut notyet confirmed the examinemustwith minimal

disruptior

1 collect the devicand/or move the student, if appropriate

1 allow the student to complete testing

1 notify the SchT@nmmediately, and

i assoon a#t is appropriate attempt to confirm whetherthe device has been used in violation of the
guidelinesabove

Simplepossessionf a devicgincluding the ringing of a phone during test administratior@y be
addressed in keeping with the syst@ode of conduct and do@®t require an irregularity reportto
the GaDOHBHowever,useof a device for any purposiuring a test administratiomayresult in an
invalidation.

Specifically fiit is confirmed that the student did use, or intended to use, the device to access
information and/or to photograph, post, retain, share, or transmit information/images from any portion
of a secure test bookt, an online test form (including lég/ message screengnd/or answer
documentthe test for that student will be invalidated heSchT@nust notify theSTCTheSTGnust

contact the Assessment Specialist at the GaDOE and report the incident as alaiitgdrhe Testing
Irregularity Form, with statements, must also be submitted to the GaDOE as soon as possible on the
MyGaDOE Portabtudents whaoview orreceive from another partymessagegiostd texts that contain
secure test informatiomay alschave their test invalidated if the information received is usgdhem

to gain an advantagé&tudentsand staffare expected to report all instances where they receive
electronicinformation from another persogontainingsecuretest contentf materialspublished by the
GaDOE
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Local systems should be aware, and may make students aware, that the GaDOE monitors various
websites/social media sites in search of instances where individuals may have posted secure test
information. GaDOE works witlvebsites/social media sites to identify the source of any such posting
that becomes knownSuch actions may result in invalidation and disciplinary action in accordance with
the systen® code of conductmportantly, examiners and proctors must be vigilantgarding test
materials, test security, and the risks associated with electronic devices in the testing environment
While this has always been important, it has become increasingly important given the existence of
social media and variouapplications.

Each electronic device incident will vary and will be handled on an individual ®asis the information

has been evaluated, the GaDOE will determine if the assessment should be invalida¢edssary, the
Assessmentcialist will provide instructios for coding the invalidatiorPlease make certain that you
provide the GaDOE with as much information as possib&lowthe Department to determine if the
assessment should be invalidatédany districts have a policy addressing the useleétronic devices

The district should continue to apply and enforce their local discipline or other policies regarding the use
of electronic deviceOnly the GaDOE will determine if the assessment should be invalidated.

Examiners and proctormustrefrain from having phone conversationsending emails sndingtexts,
taking photos,posting to social media, etc. during their admigtration of a test to students and during
the time they possess secure materialkaking photos of and/onotating/ sharing/transmitting secure
test content is a breach of test security that may result in referral to tBaPSC

Important: In the event of an emergency/urgent situation, the use of a device to gain assistance/
communicate with others jof courseallowable.

If questions arise, or if any situation occurs that could cause any part of the test administration to be
compromised STCshould contact the Assessment Administration Division at@EB2668 or
8006344106

Calculator Allowances and Restrictions

Georgia MiestonesAssessment System

Systems, schools, and studentsist adhereto the guidelines provided beloMt is incumbent upon
System and&chT€, and Test Examiners, to ensure thataltulator policies are implemented and
followed. Given that technology changes rapidly, these guidelines may change at an tisteof
stateapproved calculators will not be issudcialculators may not be shared by studemgdesign,
calculatorsare not requiredor anyGeorgia Milestonetest item. Instead, calculators are ailowable
tool for student use as noted belawseorgia Milestones assessments include an embeddestmen,
digital calculator that can be accessed by students for calmuédlowed itemsaccordingo guidelines
found in the SAH and in the test administration manual.

Oneallowable handheld calculatoris permitted in online or papertesting environmentsfor Georgia
MilestonesassessmentsDistricts may elect tallow use of only the online calculatdrowever, districts
mustensure that all schools (and examiners) are consistent across the diBtriatiow, or not allow
hand-held devicesn an onlineor papertest settingis adistrict decisionthat shouldbe consistent
district wide

Allowable Calculator®r Georgia Milestones
1 Grades & EOGNo calculators allowed
1 Grade 6EOGBasic foufunction calculator with square root and percentage functions
1 Grade 78 EOGScientificcalculatoror basiccalculator
Georgia Department of Education
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1 Coordinate Algebra EOGraphing calculatoor scientific calculator
1 Algebra | EQGraphing calculatoor scientific calculator

The followingdevicesfeatures areNOTallowed:

1 For kasic and scientificalculators, devices that store text and/or that have QWERTY keyboards or
typewriter-like keyboards

Calculators that have programs stored in the memory other than those that are factory installed
No cell phones, personal laptops, minicomputers, pocket magas, iPodsand personal tablets
Calcuators with beaming capabilities

Calculators with wireless communication technologies antliternet access

Calculators with built in Computer Algebra Sys{@A3$¢ including those that allow CAS to be
disabled

9 Cdculators that make noise, haymper tape, or that have voidg)

= =4 =4 =4 =4

(*) Does not apply to talking calculators for students who may require that functionality per an IEP/IAP.

Calculators are not permissibler Georgia Milestones gradegt®&ough5 in either section of the

mathematics testStudentsassigned the conditional accommodatidne to an identified disabilitin

the IEP or IARr the use of a calculatan the mathematics content assessmantst meet the

guidelines found in théllowable AccommodationsF 2 NJ DS2 NHA | Q& { (1 dzRsBofian ! aaS4aa
of this manual

In grades @hroughhigh school, calculators are allowed for students on certain sections @doegia
Milestonesmathematics testAll students may use a calculator these sectionsFor the nacalculator
subsection of the mathematics tests at these grades, litaspermissible to assign a calculator as an
accommodationNo student may use a calculator on the designated-calculatorsubsection in grades
6-highschool It is not permissible to prescribe use of a calculator as an accommodation for the no
calculator subsection in gradesh@h schoalUse of a calculator in the rzalculator subsection may
result in invalidation.

All questions regarding calculatosage should be directed to ttf&TGvho can then contact the GaDOE
AssessmenfdministrationDivision if necessary.

Specific Directiong Graphing Calculators

Graphing calculatorare allowed for student use on thenathematicsEOC®nly. Given thatmany

models of graphing calculators possess the ability to store iteigstrequiredthat STG, SchT€ and Test
Examiners confirrprior to testing and immediately after testing (before dismissing studeatsjthat

all graphing calculators are clearof any stored textShould it be confirmed that a student either
brought information into the test setting, or left the test setting with secure test information, the
student@ test will be invalidated~urther, afailure to confirm that text is cleared prior tand after,
testing may raise security concerns wihtest administrations within a schaaind possibly across the
entirety of thelocal systemAdditionally, theSchT@nd Test Examiner must ensure tladl calculators
being used for the assessment have no programs stored in memory other than those that are factory
installed. Any nodactory programs or applications must be removed or disabled prior to testing. For
specific assistance in effectively pexing calculators for use during testing, please contact the
calculator manufacturer.

Please note that Georgia Milestones pros@a online graphing calculator, where appropriate, for
student use. Any concerns a system may have regarding the requirement to ensure that each device is
cleared of text and other nofactory installed programs can be eliminated by testing students online
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Please note that the above provisions and requirements also apply to any other type of calculator, either
basic or scientific, where applicable.

ProfessionaEthics

Standardized testing has become a basic component of accountability for students, &acher
administrators, schools and school systems in Georgia and other Staigsnunities rely on their
school€xstandardized test scores to determine the success of their schools and to compare them to
other communitiesTest scores also have a major impaitthe economic future of communitieslew
industries use test scores as a major factor in selecting locations for new fadNgiagesult ofederal

and state accountability ratings, standardized testing has become important to all states. Whear¢ests
properly administered, scored, and interpreted with a high degree of professionalikime
stakeholdersan be guided to make reliable and appropriate decisidaglitional guidance may be

found in theAssessment Administration Protocol Mantelhted toissues of professionathics.

A good testing program provides the following benefits:

9 Students, based on their individual test scores, will know which skills and knowledge they have
mastered and how they compare to other students.

1 Parents camvaluate whether their children are obtaining the skills and knowledge they need to be
successful during and after their school experiences.

9 Teachers can determine if students have mastered the skills and knowledge needed to advance to
the next level andfinot which skills and knowledgeeedimprovement.

1 Community members can compare local student performance with performances of students in
other locations The community has a measuring stick to determine if schools are making
improvements from year to ya.

Georgia relies on statmandated assessments as a key component of the state accountability program

as well as using the test results to fulidtleralrequirements for educational accountabilitiyor reliable

and valid reporting, tests must be adnstered fairly and ethicallyn the pursuit of fair and ethical

testing for all stakeholders of Georgia, the following areas shall be addressed before, during, and after

testing:

9 Test Securitg Test materials shall be secured before, during, and aftemgsnd scoring to ensure
fair assessment of all students.

9 Test Preparatiorg The test should reflect thstate-adopted contentstandardsbeing taught and
should be developmentally appropriate for the age and level of thetadstr. Students should be
familiar with testpreparation skillsncluding the ability to usenline testing toolsEducators should
be trained on proper administration procedures and testing practi€ests should be administered
in the appropriate environment.

9 TestAdministrationg Policies and procedures should be developed to implement fair and ethical
testing procedures and practicesll eligible students should be assesseelsts are used for their
intended purposes.

9 Test Data; Test scoring should be reliabladivalid Test data interpretation shall be appropriately
given to stakeholderurriculum improvement should be guided by adequate data analyses.
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Georgia Student Assessment Program Responsibilities

Superintendentc The Superintendent has ultimate respdribty and accountability for all testing

activities within the local school system

91 Develops local policies and procedures baseGabORuidelines and test publish@rdirections to
maintain test security.

1 Supervises and monito&TCsind Principals to ensure that they fulfill their specific roles and
responsibilities for the administration of tests.

1 Ensures that all personnel involved with testing receive training on appropriate test administration,
policies, and procedures including acaoodations for each assessment given.

91 Informs the local Board of EducatidhaDOEand GaPS®Gf any breach of security by employees of
the system.

1 Completes the Superintende@tCertification Form no later than January 31 and July 31 of each
year.

Principalg The Principal has ultimate responsibility and accountability for all testing activities within the

local school.

9 Ensures test security within the school building.

1 Supervises and monitors ti&chTQo ensure that they fulfill their specific roles and pesisibilities
for the administration of tests within the school.

1 Ensures distribution of test materials occurs immediately prior to test administration.

1 Supervises all testing activities.

1 Ensures that all school personnel have been approgsiatained on test administration,
procedures, and polices, including accommodations for each assessment given.

1 Ensures that accommodations have been given to only those students who appropriately need
accommodations and have documentation of such need.

1 Implements syster® testing policies and procedures and establishes needed local school policies
and procedures to ensure all students are tested fairly and appropriately.

1 Reports immediately any breach of security to the Superintendent.

1 Completes theéPrincipa®® Certification Form following each test administration.

GaPSC Code of Ethics for Educators {&08%1)

TheGaPS@dopted an updatedODE OF ETHICS FOR EDUCASHS501) effective2015 The Code

of Ethics for Educators defines theofessional behavior of educators in Georgia and serves as the guide
to ethical conductWhile the entire Code of Ethics for Educators is critical, the following standard
addresses testing specifically:

Standard D: Testingc An educator shall administestate-mandated assessments fairly and ethically
Unethical conduct includes but is not limited to:

1. committing any act that breaches Test Security; and

2. compromising the integrity of the assessment

The following portion of the Code of Ethics Educators addresses reporting requirements and
disciplinary actions that may apply to the assessment and accountability process for the testing
program:

Reporting Educators are required to report a breach of one or more of the Standards in the Code of
Ethics for Educators as soon as possible but no later than ninety (90) days from the date the educator
became aware of an alleged breach unless the law or local puoegdequire reporting sooner.
Educatorshould be aware of legaequirements and locglolicies and procedures for reporting
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unethical conduct. Complaints filed with tB@aPS@wust be in writing and must be signed by the
complainant (parent, educatgor other LUA/school district employee, etc.)

Disciplinary Action: THeaPS@ authorizedo suspend, revoke, or deny certificates, to issue a reprimand
or warning, or to monitor the educat@ conduct and performance after an investigation is held and
notice and opportunity for a hearing are provided to the certifi¢ailler. Any of the following grounds
shall be considered cause for disciplinary action against the holder of a certificate:

1. Unethical conduct as outlined in The Code of Ethics for Edec&tamndards-11 (GaPSC Rule 565
.01),

2. Disciplinary actioragainst a certificate in another state on grounds consistent with tispseified in
the Code of Ethics for Educatoftandards 111 (GaPSC Rule 56501},

3. Order from a court or aequest from Bpartment ofHumanResourceshat the certificate should be
suspended athe application for certification should be denied for fparyment of child support
(O.C.G.A§1628.1 and § 1941-9-.3),

4. Notification from the @orgiaHigher EducationAssistanceéXorporationthat the educator is in
default and not in satisfactory repayment status on a student lnzaranteed by the Georgia Higher
Education Assistance corporation (O.C.G20-3295),

5. Suspension or revocation of any profeseiblicense or certificate;

6. Violation of any other laws and rules applicable to the profession; and

7. Any other good and sufficient cause that renders an educator unfit for employmenteakieator.

An individual whose certificate has been revokedjeatt or suspended may not serve as a volunteer or
be employed as an educator, paraprofessional, aide, substitute teacher or in any other position during
the period of his or her revocation, suspension or denial for a violation of The Code of Ethics. The
superintendent and theducatordesigrated by the superintendent/LocBbard of Education shall be
responsibldor assuring that an individual whose certificate has been revoked, denied, or suspended is
not employed or serving in any capacity in their distBoth the superintendent and the

superintenden® designee must hold GaPSC certificattmauld the superintende®tcertificate be

revoked, suspended, or denied, the Board of Education shall be responsible for assuring that the
superintendent wbse ertificate has been revoked, suspended, or denied is not employed or serving
any capacity in their district.

TheCode of Ethics for Educataran be found at this link:
http://www.gapsc.com/Rules/Current/Ethics/506-.01.pdf

Distribution and Storage of Secure Test Materials

All secure test material@ncluding test tickets, test booklets, and answer uiments)while not in use

must be stored in a locked central location with limited key aco&ssording to guidance provided for

each assessment, manuals nimyconsidered secure. In the event guidance specifically identifies a
manual as secure, then th@S is responsible famventorying distributing and collectingnanuals in a
securemanner asndicated inGaDOHFraining andO 2 2 NR A y | (i Madials fof bnjindzintl ®
paper/pencil administrations are distributed to each school system twihriee weeks prior to the test

dates depending upon the assessment. Test tickets for online testing are also available in advance of a
local district§lesting window. Manualfor most assessment programase postedn PDF formabn the
GaDOE websitéhttp://testing.gadoe.org prior to testing.Postedmanualsdo not contain secure test

content and may be checked out to Examiners for review. Digital copies should be deleted, and paper
copies destroyed at the close @dting.Each school system must implement an accounting system for
distributing and collecting all testing materials, secure and unsecure, at both the system and school level
for each test administrationThe Superintendent an8TGire responsible for test security.
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TheSchT@nd School Principal, in cooperation with tR&Care responsible falest storage and

security oncennline test tickets are printed and ondlee testbooklets scratch papegraph paperand
answer documentgwhere applicableare distributed to schooldf test booklets and answer documents
are needed, these materiaghould be distributed to schools by grade and for the exact number of
students (with a small surplus for emergencidd)eSTGhouldthen distribute test materials to the
SchT@llowing an appropriate amount of time before testiisgto beginPrior to testing teacher
orientations test security training, anat workshops must be conducted

All online or paper/pencil test materials must s®red in a secure locked location with restricted access
when not in useNo student, teacher, or other school personnel may have accdsstdickets,test
booklets scratch papéigraph paper or questons prior to testingTestmaterialsmust be returned to

the central location$T¢as soon as possible, but no later than three days after all test administration
has been completed. TH&TGnust implement an accounting system between the central locaaioth

the school, and then back to the central locatidimeSTGwill ensure thatonly appropriate personnel

will have access to testing materials. Procedures for disposing of and securing materials are specific to
each program. Consult theest Coordinator@ Manual for each test for specific instrumtis regarding

these proceduresOnline test tickets should be maintained securely until scores are received for
students. Districts should securely destroy tickets once it is confirmed that all students have received
scores and that there are no outstanding irregularitisociated wittstudent<lest administrations.
Districts/Schools should retain student signsheets, security checklists/test booklet distribution logs,
and documentation of testing anomalies for a minimum of four years.

For the small number of paper test materialatimight be neededor testingRdzS G2 | aGdzRSy (i Q:
documented disability on an IEP or IAP/584locumented line of possession must be established

among the system, school, and testing location. These materials should be removed from secure storage

only fortest administration, transcription, or transport between secure storage locations. Secure paper
materials, both scorable and nonscorable should be return to the testing prdgm@ontractor at the

close of the local testing window according to guidancihétest coordinato® manual.
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TESTSECURITINFORMATION FOBEHOOOESTCOORDINATCHR EXAMINEREPROCTORS

This section on security includes information that applies to test coordinagesninersand proctors
This information is intended to helpersonnelunderstand the procedures that test coordinators use to
inform them of their responsibilities.

The need to be very careful regarding test security is crifiegt coordinators should be certain that

they areaware of their responsibilities and have made everyone who assists them with test
administration aware of his/her responsibiliti€Staff members who are not involved in testing should

also be aware of the schd®lIresponsibility for test securitParapofessionals, custodial staff, and

others in the school who may be in classes during testing or may be in the area where tests are stored,
even though they do not have direct access to tests, should be aware of security rules.

Situations may arise which t&r unplanned reactiondNew questions may arise about what can and
what cannot be done in relationship to testing issuBserefore, test coordinators may have to make
decisions on what actions should resé{ttempting to analyze each situation by aukithe following
guestions may help toatide the proper action to take:

9 Could this possibly give one student an improper or unfair advantage over others?

1 Could this possibly give one teacf®eclass an improper or unfair advantage over others?

1 Couldthis possibly give a student or teacher advance knowledge of the test?

1 Could this possibly be considered as teaching a child a small amount of information that is known to
be on the test, or is very likely to be on the testther than teachinglslls andthe entire
curriculunfstandardsfor the subject area to be tested?

9 Could this possibly be consi@erunethical or a violation ofdard rule, professional teaching
practices, the provisions in the GaD&tadent Assessment Handbgokthe instructions irthe
Examine® Manual?

If the answer to any of the aboweasyes, then the action would be improper and should not be taken
This does not mean that teachers should not prepare students for standardizedThetiscould have a
daily review of skills or caepts that are to be tested’hey should also be taught appropriate test
taking skills. Teachers should contact 8&hTGor any questions about testing issudisan answer is

not readily available; one will be obtained from the GaDOE byie

The folowing is a list of items to be considerpdor to testing The listshould not beconsidered all
inclusive Where applicable, the list applies to bathline andpaper/pencil testing environmentd his
document is recommended as a trainirggource prior to test administration.

Must Da

Participation in Training

1 Be certain that everyone involved in the testing process has been properly trained and informed of
responsibilities in the area of test security.

91 Provide signan sheets and rosters as well as training agendas. Attendance at training must be
mandatory andvell-documented.Untrained examiners must not be allowed to test

1 All GaPSC certified examiners have been informed oftde of Ethics for Educators related to
testing and the consequences of examiner malpractice.

Test Security
1 Contact theSchTaf any question arises about tests or test security. The school principal must also
be made aware of any issues involving testing or test security.
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1

Follow all local protocols and procedures regarding minimizing risk of testing irregularities and
potential invalidations.

Teachers should notify thechT®@f any problems that occur during testingchT€ should

immediately notify the principal in writing of any problems and then notify $7€If necessary, the
STGwill notify the GaDOE.

Make certain that egryone involved in testing in any manner is aware of the items in this list and

the list below and ensure that everyone involved in testing is aware of professional practices and the
consequences of violations.

Handling of Materials

T

=a =

Keep all securtesting materials stored in a secure place accessible only by the principal and the test
coordinator. The GaDOE recommends that test materials be stored in a locked cabinet in a locked
room. If an adequate number of locked cabinets are not available, tdstmmaterials are to be

stored in a locked room to which only the principal and test coordinator have access. Restricted
access should be confirmed prior to receipt of test materials.

Be certain that all materials issued to persons administering testsameted carefully when given

out and when returned. Keep a daily log of checkout times and return times. If a problem occurs,
notify the SchT@mmediately.

Be certain that all persons receiving materials sign a checkout sheet when they receive the
materids. This sheet should show date and time.

Distribute testing materials as close to the actual testing time as possible.

Make certain that all materials are returned immediately after the testing session. Teachers are
responsible for turning them in and cabnators are responsible for verifying that they do.

Be certain all persons returning materials sign a chedheet. This sheet should show date and

time.

Be certain that materials are issued only to GaB&tfied persons who have been carefully addis

of their responsibilities for test security. Only GaRgfified staff members who have been trained

on the proper management of secure test materials/online test administrations should handle such
materials.

Be certain that the testoordinator, principal, or princip@ designee is present when demographic
data (name, student number, etc.) is entered on any test booklets or answer documents This should
be done in a central and well supervised location.

Student Preparation

1

T

Perform all necessatgchnologyreadiness checkasnd online student practice tesis advance of
online testing.
Adhere to calculator andlectronic devicepolicies and guidelines

Test Administration

T

1

Follow instructions in the test manual exacfiis is very important because manuals change each
year. Not doing so capotentiallyinvalidate test scores.

Take down or cover any content materials displayed in the classroom if the item could paavide
advantageo students during the test.

Adhere tothe expectations set forth in th8tudent Assessment Handboakd by the local system,
relative tostudent possession @lectronic devices in the test setting.
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1 Teachersnustcollect and turn in to th&schT@ny scratch papégraph paperused during a
standardized test and th&chTGhould destroy itScratch papégraph papemust not be used for a
test if the test direction®r Examiners manuati not allow it.

1 Review test tickets toresure allstudents requiring testing accommodatiohave accurately been
applied in online testing platforms and/or paper documentation.

Must Not Da
Test Corgnt:
1 Allow anyone to see test formicluding online and paper/pencil formfsy anystatemandated

test before they are administerednot even for a brief look regardless of the reason
1 Copy tests or test materials in any wagio photocopies, no handwritten copiaso electronic
copiesphotos no notes may be made abadof test content indudingsecureGAA 2.0responses
Allow anyone else to copy testesting materialsor make notes about test content.
Keep tests or testing materials at the end of the testing sessidhe assessment windaw
Give students the answer, or any cluegtie answer, to any test item
Make notes about test content during test administration.
Use any information about actual test items, regardless of how it is obtained, to help students
prepare for the test. Such information may not be shared aitlyone for any purpose, including
through social media sites and communications. This does not include appropriate sample test
items, practice materials, or GaDOE publications such as Test Content Descriptions and Student
Study Guides.

=A =4 =4 =4 =9

Test Administration

1 Enter/disrupt test settings during test administration unless necessitated by angemcy or other
important need that is timesensitive.

1 During instruction, teach a particular problem or bit of information because it is known to be on the
test. (This does not mean that skills and concepts, which are listed in the objectives or on test
profiles, should not be emphasizedthey should be.)

1 Add anything to, or delete anything from, the directions in the test mareminers must read
the script faund in the Test Administration Manual exactly as writtBeyviation from thissiolates
standardized test conditions and may invalidate scores.

9 Discuss test items or actual test content with anyone at any tifhés does not prohibit discussions
about testcontent descriptionsdbjectives, test profiles, test results, or test preparation.

Malpractice
9 Select and distribute test materials, test forms, writing prompts, etc. in a manner designed to

provide a student/group of students with an advantage over oshe

Alter or inteffere with a studen® responses.

Remove secure test materials from their secure storage location for reasons other than the
preparation of materials for testing, actual test administration, and the completion of tasks
prescribed by test administration manuals or tBeident Assessment Hatrook

)l
)l

I received a copy of this threpage documen{Test Security Information for School Test Coordinators/
Teachers/Examinejsand understand that | am required to be aware of its contents and to share this
information with everyone who assists meith testing.

Name: Date:

Georgia Department of Education
Page30 of 155wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved



ROLES ANBESPONSIBILITIES

The successful implementation of the statewide student assessment program requires a concerted
effort by many individuals at thiecal level General responsibilities are described beldtore detailed
responsibilities are listed on the following pages.

NOTEThe failure of any personnel to assume the responsibilities described herein may result in testing
irregularities and/or invidation of scoresAdditionally, failure to assume responsibilities may affect
professional certification status.

Superintendent

1. Has ultimate responsibility for all testing activities within the local school system.

2. Designateshe STGand notifies the Director of Assessment Administration of &Ny appointments
to this roleas they may occur due to changes in personnel or updatpsimary or backup STC
positions

3. Supervises Principals agd Qo ensure that they fulfill theispecific responsibilities for the

administration of tests.

Maintains contact wittSTQo become thoroughly informed of all testing activities.

Conducts investigations of reported testing irregularities (stgdent cheating, unethical

professional condugt Reports unethical professional conduct to the Educator Ethics Division of the

GaPSC

6. Monitors testing activities in the local school system to guarantee compliance with regulations
established by the State Board of EducatfiSBOEnd current legislatin.

7. Informs local board members, parents, and other citizens about requirements pertaining to
statewide testing.

8. Ensures that appropriate local personnel attend GaDOE workshops concerning state assessment
programs.

9. Ensures that the appropriate personnelngplete all necessary readiness checks for online testing.

10. Ensures that personnel enforce prescribed calculator, cell phone, and electronic device guidelines.

11. Reviews and returneertification/verification forms to the Office of Assessment axtountability
at the GaDOMBy the due dates.

12. Ensures that Princip@l Certification Forms are completed after each test administration and
retained as required.

13. Approves all special administrations.

14. Informsstakeholdergesiding within the local syste@area concerning the collective achievement
of enrolled students by school and system.

15. Ensures that local calendars are planned so that all tests are administered according to the state
published testing calendar.

16. Completes the Superintende®tCertification survey form in the MyGaDRBittal due January 31
each year for assessments conducfatustl-December 31 as well as July 31 each year for
assessments conducted Januaryuy 31each year.

S

System Test CoordinatdSTC)

1. Must bedesignated i the Superintendent.

2. Acquires and maintains current information on the statewide testing program, including the section
for Students with Disabilitieand special populationdhe STC is expected to be familiar with
guidance and information found in tH@udent Assessment Handbqdke Accessibilitg
Accommodations Manuahndthe Assessment Administration Protocol Manualaddition, the STC
is expected to review all communication through emails, Assessment Updatgguidance posted
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11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

to the Testing/Assessment websitettp://testing.gadoe.org including link to the For Educators
webpageandtesting pogram sites.

Coordinates all test administration activities within the school systatuding collaboration with

the Technology Director and/or technical staff, Special Education Director and/or designated staff,
Principals, an&chT€&

Coordinates with System Technology Director or Coordinator for the appropriate implementation of
techrnology-based test administrations including scheduling, training, system and device
requirements, and other communications.

Serves as liaison between the system and the GaDOE for all test administration activities.
Coordinates all training plamslated to test administration activities (onlired paper)ethical
behaviorof personnel, and test security for personnel and students.

Coordinates with various local system divisions to ensure successful test administrations (Special
Education, Technogy, Title Ill, etc.)

Assumes responsibility for carrying out the approved plan for administration of all tests.
Furnishes all information and submits all forms required by the GaDOE by specified dates.

. Ensures principals complete the Principal Certification Forreach administratiomnd maintains

these forms for five years.

Orders pecial format tests (Brailléarge print advanced reading aidstc).

Receives test materials from GaDOE at a desightine and place and maintains themarsecure
location.

Reviews and follows all procedures in all administration manuals and is familicadmitimistrator€2
roles and proctor§oles.

Ensures that appropriate securipyovisions and technology readiness chealesin placé
completedrelative to online testing environmentacluding, but not limited tosecurity oflogins
test tickets,passcodesseatingarrangements, etc.

Adheres to test dates, time schedules, anda@fied instructions set by the GaDOE and returns all
materials to GaDOE and/or its contractors as specified and by the prescribed date(s).
Ensures that each test setting (room) is suitable, has an assigrieedd examiner, and has the
appropriate number ofrained proctors.

Ensures thaprescribedcalculator,cell phone andelectronic device guidelinee applied ireach
school

Accounts dr all test materials delivered tine school systerandfor the disposition of specific
materials.

Attends statewide testing program meetirig&binarsand redelivergo local school coordinators
Arranges schedule for staff to monitor schools dutiegfing sessions.

Trains alSchTChm test security protocols anassessment administration policies and procedures
and ensuregxaminers, poctors, the system Special Education Coordinator (on the administration
of the GAA 2.0), the system ESOL Coordimafon the administration oACCESS for ElAl&ernate
ACCESSand anythers who have responsibilities related to testing and/or testimgterialsreceive
trainingby appropriate personnel prior to all assessment administrations

Ensures that principals ar8chT€ are aware of and follow tharotocols/procedures prescribed in
StudentAssessment Handbookgcessibility 8s\ccommodations ManuaghssessmenAdministration
Protocol Manualtesting manuals, and othencillary materials

Maintains a portfolio of all training session materials and rosters of attenfigetocumentation
purposes

Answers questions of @ichT€ and Principals and makes decisicegarding testing, when
appropriate.

Ensures thaSchT€ account for all students in terms of testing requirements.
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26.

27.

28.
29.

30.
31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Ensures that albchT€ or other designated personnel haleen traired to assign appropriate
accommodations for studentsccurately in the online platform prior to administration of
assessments, and that any corrections made to accommodations include the printing of a new test
ticket where requiredThis requires establishing a protocol for monitoramgl review othe

assignment of appropriateaccommodationgor studentsat the district and/or school level.

Ensures strict test security and reports to Superintendent concerning testing irregularities
(e.g.student cheating, unethical professional conduct).

Communicates to thédssessmenfdministrationDivision when testing irregularities occur.
Distributes test results to the Superintendent and to the schools in a timely manner and ensures
that students are informed of the expected date for the return of the test results.

Interprets test results to school personnel and appropriate others.

Ensures that local calendars are planned so that all tests are administered according to the state
published testing calendar that provides testing dates for the current and future acagdeais.
Ensures that students, parents, aather stakeholderhave access to information concerning all
test administrations and utilization of test results.

Works with system personnel to communicate to parents of students with IEPs, IAPs, and ELL/TPC
plans pertinent information regarding all statewide tests.

Monitors eachtest administration for school or systetavel errors and data corrections that may
result in the local system being invoiced for additional costs

Communicates any special accommodatiequests to the AssessmefstiministrationDivision at

least six (6) weeks prior to the administration of a statendated assessment.

Provides information for the Superintende@fTest Certification twice a year to allow for submission
by the Superintendent by January 31 for assessments administered befwegrstl and

December 31; and by July 31 for assessments administered betiegeraryl and Jly 30 each

year.

System Technaolgy Coordinator

1.

N

ook W

~

9.

10.
11.
12.

Acquires and maintains current information on the statewide testing program, inclaelmgpology
requirements for testing programs, training manuals, and testing schedules.

Coordinates with th&sTGor the appropriate implementation of coputer-based test
administrations.

Attends or views GaDOE assessment technology trainings and webinars.

Works with theSTQo ensure that all schools have technology ready for online testing.

Performs readiness checks for the system and local testing device

Coordinates with schools so local software is installed and ready for use with each testing
administration.

Coordinates with schools so that test content is available on servers and student responses can
properly send to the testing vendor.

Verifies tha district network security including firewalls and content filters are configured to work
with the testing vendor to allow for test content and student responses to pass through the district
network.

Verifies that wired and wireless bandwidth is approf®ifor testing as defined in the system
requirements documentation and training sessions.

Monitors district resources during test administrations for quality assurance.

Troubleshoots technology issues as they arise prior to and duringdesinistrations.

Completes all podtesting tasks as stated in technology manuals, handbooks, and guides.
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System Special Education Coordinator

1.

hw

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

Acquires and maintains current information on the statewide testing program, including the section
for Studens with Disabilities, which is found in the Assessing Special Populations section of the
Student Assessment Handbaakd theAccessibilit & Accommodations Manual
Acquires and maintains current information of IDEA, state rules, and waiver processdents
with disabilities
Provides technical assistance to special education teadretest administration.
Ensures that all due process rights pertaining to the testing programs are provided for students with
disabilities.
Ensures that IEP teams understand the appropriate selection of approved accommodiatialhs
state-mandated assessments.
Ensures that IEP teams understahd appropriate selection and eligibility criteria for students who
requirethe Georgia Alternate gsessmen(GAA2.0).
Ensures that appropriate documentation is maintained for all students with disabilities.
Ensures that students with disabilities have the appropriate-teking experience or have been
taught testtaking skills prior to taking the tes
InformsST@f the number of special format tests (i.8raille,state-approvedassistive technology
or large prin} needed to test students with disabilities for all tesiministrations.
Informs theST®f any special accommodation requests ahimimum of eight weeks prior to the
administration of a state mandated assessment.
Informsthe STf the number of students who must receive each accommodation allowed by state
regulations.
Acquires and maintains current information about thiéernate asessments (e.gsAA 2.Gand
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
Ensures that the following activities are completed by special education personnel in preparation for
all statemandated assessments.
a. Discusses the stateequired tests with the students and parents/guardians.
b. Informs IEP students and their pareniglardian(s) of pertinent test informatioand therole
of the IEP team in identifying test accommodations, if any, which the student may require
participate.
c. Discusses with the student and parents/guardians the consequences of the student nogpassin
a statemandated assessmeiguchas promotion/retentionrequirements, EOCs constituting
20% of the final course gradandanyrelevant locapolides). Documensthe occurrence ofthis
discussion.
Ensures that all special education teachers have been trained to administ&AA2.0.
Collaborates with Title 1I/ESOL colleagues to train the ap@tgpreachers to administer the
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
Coordinates with the Systeiifechnology Coordinator for the successful implementation of
technologybased assessments including technologhated requirements for students with
disabilities, scheduling, training, system requirements, and other communications.

System Title II/ESOL Galinator

1.

2.

Ensures that all assessments and, in certain cases, conferences relating to aQte&it eligibility
(Rule 16&4-5-.02) are documentegrior to assigning EEL:-1, or EL2 status

Acquires and maintains current information on the statewidsting progran(SB Rule 168-1-.07),
including the section on accommodations temglish learners (Efdund in the Accommodations
section of the SAH.
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3. Ensures Ell and E}2 students are not administered théACCESS for ELBg definition, E11 and
EL-2 students have exited ESOL services and are no longer eligible 8CMOESS for ELLs
assessment.

4. Provides tehnical assistance t@achers onest administration.
5. Ensures that appropriate documentation is maintained for all EL students.
6. Ensureghat EL students have appropriate tesking experience or have been taught téaking

skills prior to taking the tests
7. Informs theST®f the number of students who must receive each accommodation allowed by state
regulations.
8. Ensures that the followg activities are completed by EL/ESOL personnel in preparatiafl &tate
mandated assessments:
a. Discusses thetate-required testswith the students and parents/guardians.
b. Informs ELEL1, or EE2 students and their parent(s)/guardian(s) of pertingest information
and the role of the EL/TPC in identifying test accommodations, if any, which the student may
requireto participate.
c. Discusses with the student and parents/guardiansabasequences of the student not passing
a statemandated assessmelguch aspromotion/retention requirements, EOCs constituting
20% of the final course grade, and anlevant local policigsDocumensthe occurrence ofhis
discussion
9. Train Title III/ESOL teachers to admini®t&@CESS for Elalnsl collaborates with special education
colleagues to train the appropriate teachers to administer the Alterde@€ESS for ELLS
10. Verifies all test examiners have completed annual certificatiahteasining requirementsvith WIDA
for administeringACCESS for Elalnsl Alernate ACCESS for Elalsswell as appropriate test security
and test administration procedures

Principal

1. Has ultimate responsibility for testing activities in the lazaiool.

2. Designates &chT@o coordinate the testing program. Ti&chT@nust hold a GaPS€sued
certificate.

3. Ensures propeonline and/or paper testingnvironmens for all test administratiors.

4. Ensures that all testing sites amppropriately preparedupdated devices and technology resources,
adequate student workspaceroper lighting, good ventilation, sufficient number of desks in good
repair, instructionamaterials (e.gposters, word walls, etc.) removed or coverett,.

oo

Ensures that personnel apply prescribeadculator,cell phone andelectronic device guidelines to

each test settin@nd each testing administration

7. Ensures that the test accommodations identified in stud€li®s, IAPs, and EL/TPC péaes
provided for each student as specifipdor to the administration of all testing sessions

8. Ensures that testing sites are free of interruptions during test adration (e.gintercom
messages, Vvisitors, wandering studeréstry into test settings bperson/personshot serving as the
examiner or proctounless necessitated lymergencytime -sensitive neejj and that sites do not
have contentrelated materials posted that could advantage one group of students over others.

9. Assignappropriately trainedoersonnel to serve as Examiners and Proctors.

10. Arranges appropriate schedules for teachers who will be Pre@od Examiners and fdrose who
will be teaching other students not involved in testing.

11. Informs students and parents/guardians about the purpose of testing, dates and timesfiog,
and expected dates for return of test results (see Test Preparagation).

12. Creates an atmosphere in which all staff members know that their cooperation is neaded

expected for successful test administration.
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13. AdvisesSchTCExaminers, and Proctors if emergency situations arise.

14. Monitors theadministration of tests

15. Supervises all testing activities to ensure strict test security.

16. Maintains testmaterials in a secure location, with restricted access.

17. Ensures that only staff members who have been trained on the proper management of secure test
materials handle such materials.

18. NotifiesST®f testing irregularities and provides explanatioitircumstances.

19. Ensures thathe schoolcalendaris danned so that all tests are administered accordinghi®
systen® testing calendar

20. Monitors testpreparation activities to ensure that secure testing materials are not misused.

21. Verifies alexaminershave been trainedh test security, educator ethics, and test administration
protocols and policie® administerthe state-mandated assessments

22. Reviewsand returns the Princip@ Certification Form to th&TGifter eachadministration.

School Test CoordinatdiSchTC)

1. Prepares all testing sites.

2. Assists Principal in assigning Examiner(s).

3. Conducts orientation and training sessiagrfated to test administration, test security, and ethical

behaviorfor all personnel expected to be in direct contact with the test administration process,

includingExaminers and Proctors.

Assigngrained Proctors appropriately in accordance with staggidelines.

Coordinates with various local school and/or system divisions to ensure successful test

administrations (Special Education, Technology, Title lll, etc.)

Ensures that students have only one opportunity to test during each window.

Adheres to systm testing schedule.

8. Accounts for all students in terms of testing requirements, including special populations and those
requiring testing accommodations.

9. Ensures that the test accommodations identified in studéE®s, |IAPs, and EL/TPC plans are
provided for each student as specified prior to the administration of all testing sessions.

10. Ensures that appropriate security provisions are in place relative to online testing environments and
materials including, but ndimited to, security ofogins passcodes, conducive seating
arrangements, etc.

11. Receives test materials froB8TGind verifies numbers received.

12. Ensures all materials are stored in a secure, locked location with restricted access, confirms access is
restricted by accounting for keys.

13. Accounts for the security of all test materials during the time the materials are in the building.

14. Ensures that only staff members who have been trained on the proper management of secure test
materials handle such materials.

15. If applicable, dtermines the number ogpapertest bookletsand answer document® be assigned
to each testing site and accourfts material distribution and return.

16. Under supervision, ensures the accuracy of student FTE and GTID numbers on each answer
document.

17. Provides each Examiner with a list of student FTE and GTID numbers.

18. Gives Examiners extra No. 2 pencils, online test tickets, computer peripherals, and resource
materials, if appropriate.

19. Ensures that personnel apply prescribsadculator,cell phone andelectronic device guidelines to
each test setting.

20. Ensures that testing sites are free of interruptions during test administrationifeegcom
messages, visitors, wandering studentstrernto test settings byerson/personsot serving as the

S

No
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21.
22.

23.

24.
25.
26.

27.
28.

29.
30.
31.

examiner or proctor unless necessitated by an emergéimeg-sensitive neejland that sites do not

have contentrelated materials posted that could advantage one group of students over others.

Didributes test materials to and collects from each Examiner on the testing days.

Ensures Examiners sign out (date and time) materials each testing day shortly before testing begins

each day.

Counts materials returned from Examiners each day and accouradl foaterials distributed each

day of testing.

Ensures Examiners return (sign, date, and time) materials immediatel\tedterg eaclday.

Maintains dated student sigim/sign-out sheets for each test administration.

Ensures that a minimum of one certifiadministratoris presentand witnesses thé&anscriptionof

student responsesvhen/where necessaryDocumentation of this processustbe retained

Confirms that all necessary transcriptions are completed when napess

Notifies Principal an&T@f anyemergencyand helps talecide what action needs to be taken.

Conducts, cordinates and supervises inspection of all completed answer documiegfisre

delivering themto the STQor the following purposesnly: to ensure thatstudent

demographicidentificationinformation is accuratghat necessary codifigbelingis complete and
that documents are in good condition for scanning

Packages and returns materials3d Gaccording to directions antimeline.

Notifies Principal an&T®f any testing irregularities and providegplanation of circumstances.

Ensures that for any students not currently enrolled in their Iachbol, the followingprotocol is

applied:

a. contacts student&chools for verification of test eligibilitand

b. requires photo ID and maintains photocopy record.

c. The decision to test oubf-system students is a local onehe burden ofdentification,
establishment of eligibility, and recoddeeping ensuring score reports are returned to the
appropriate school must be borne by the administering school/syst&yatems should
collaborate and discuss such cases prior to test administration.

Examiner

1.

Must be GaPSC certified and adheres to the Georgia Code of Ethics for Edécatayaired by

State Board Rule 1681-.07, certified educatorgé€achers,interpreters, counselors,

administrators, and paraprofessionalsnust administer all statmandated assessments. The term
Certified Educatoin this statement is defined as those educators directly involved with the
instruction of students, and who must holctkearance certificateas defined by the GaPSC.

Educators without Georgia certification from the GaPSC must not administer state assessments.
Local systems must be mindful of certificate expiration dates and ensure that all examiners possess
a valid/unexpired certificate at theme of test administration. The terfaxaminemefers to the

person administering the assessment.

At least annually, and more frequently where required, participateend completes all training

related to test administration, test security, and ethibahavior.

Reviews and follows all procedures in handling all administration materials.

Ensures that the test accommodations identified in stud&l&®s, IAPs, and EL/TPC plans are
provided for each student as specified prior to the administration okalilng sessions.

Documents the daily receipt (date, time, and number received) of test materials and the daily return
of test materials.

Ensures the security of test booklets while they are in the testing site before, duringftend

testing.

Provides No. 2 pencils, erasers, pens for writing tests, and resource matedgisr@priate)
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8. Follows procedures for testing as giverthie Examine® Manuaj including reading atlirections
word-for-word to students.

9. Confirms that all assigned stuals have entered and bubbled in the test form number correctly if
one is required.

10. Maintains control of testing situation and keeps students on t&slamineramust actively circulate
and monitor students throughout the testing session(s).

11. Monitorstest administrations and communicates with tBehT@nd/or the Technology
Coordinator or designee when test administration, technology, and/or student issues arise

12. Applies and enforces prescribed calculator, cell phone, and elecuienice guidelines.

13. Observes students during testing to monitor that they ararking answers completely and correctly
and using only specified test materidieports student actions t8chT@mmediately.

14. Allows no student to leave the test rooumless there is an emergeribgalth/restroom need

15. Counts and verifies all testing materials each day prior to dismissing students.

16. After testing, inspects answeatocumentsfor the following purposesnly: to ensure that student
demographic/identification information is accurate, that necessary coding/labeling is complete, and
that documents are in good condition for scanni8ghTC and/or STC mistve a protocol in place
to ensure the examiner review has been completedaccuate and all necessary coding/labeling is
complete.

17. Returns all test materials t8chT€ immediatelyafter testingeach dayincluding special format
tests, such as Braille or large print.

18. Ensures that no contenklated instructional materials ardisplayed in the testing sit€harts,
diagrams, and posters should not be visil@alkboarddVhiteboardsshould be free of anwriting
except for test procedure information

19. SignLanguage interpreters may review the test before administering the assggsrto their
students. However, it is unethical for interpreters to reproduce or disclose any secure material or to
cause ito bereproducedor disclosed in any formVideo sign language is the preferred mode for
online assessments, wheawailable.

Proctor
1. Participatesand completes alirainingrelated to test administration, test security, and ethical
behavior

2. Assumes responsibility for assigned students.
3. Monitors a specific area if a large testing site is used.
4. Monitors online test adrimistrations and communicates with Examiner when test administration,

technology, and/or student issues arise.

5. With Examiner supervision, assists in preparing test materials for distribution to studemnts in

classroom on days of testing.

Ensures that deskare clear of everything except test materials.

Assists the examiner in applyingd enforing prescribed calculator, cell phone, and electronic

device guidelines.

With examiner supervision, assists in distributing and collecting classroom test materials.

With examiner supervision, answers questions regarding test procedures but doegpiatn items

or answer any questions regarding the content of the test.

10. Remains in testing site during entire testing time.

11. Observes students during testing to monitor that they are marking answers completely and correctly
and using only specified test materials. Reports student actio®bd @mmediately.

12. Reports any unusual circumstances to Examiner immediatelys{esgicon of cheating).

13. Circulates among students during testing to discourage misconduct and to be availahker
student questions.

No

© ©

Georgia Department of Education
Page38 of 155wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved



14. Avoids standing by a studeéatdesk too long or touching a student, as this magis&racting.

15. Monitors students withdisabilities, 504 students, or EL students who may require cldssgrvation
than other students or who need special assistance.

16. With examiner supervision, assists in accounting for all classroom test materialsm@iestls
should be returned to th&h TChy the Examiner).

17. Assists the Examiner in maintaining strict test security.
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ASSESSMENDESCRIPTIONS

Georgia Student AssessmeRtogram Quick Reference Chap020-2021

Grade Assessment
K GKID2.0
K GKIDS 2.Readiness Check
Keenville gptional formative
1¢2
assessment
3 Georgia MilestoneEOG
(ELA& Math)
3.8 DRC BEACbbtional formative
assessment)
4 NAEP
4 Geogia Milestones EOG
(ELA & Math)
5 Georgia Milestones EOG
(ELAMath, Sciencg
6 Geogia Milestones EOG
(ELA & Math)
7 Geogia Milestones EOG
(ELA & Math)
8 Georgia Milestones EOG
(ELA, Math, Science, Social Studir
8 NAEP
Georgia Milestones EOC
(ELA, Math, Science, Social Studi
Middle/
High School
3-8, and1ll GAA2.0
Kg12 ACCESS for ELLs
1cl2 Alternate ACCESS for ELLs

* Sampled schools only
** (TestOutt administrations permitted

Testing Window |
July6 ¢ May 17
First six weeks of school ygaaries by district)

September & May 29

April 12 ¢ May 21 (Main)
May 10 ¢ July16 (Retestc ELA

September g June 30
January25 ¢ March5 *
April 12 ¢ May 21 (Main)

April 12 ¢ May 21 (Main)
May 10 ¢ July16 (Retestc ELA & Math

April 12 ¢ May 21 (Main)

April 12 ¢ May 21 (Main)

April 12 ¢ May 21 (Main)

May 10 ¢ July16 (Retestc ELA & Math)
January 2% March 5*

August3 ¢ 21 (Mid-Month) **
Septembei8 ¢ 18 (Mid-Month) **
Octoberl2 ¢ 23 (Mid-Month)
November9 ¢ 20 (Mid-Month)
November30 ¢ January6 (Winter Main)
Januaryll ¢ 22 (Mid-Month)

February8 ¢ 19 (Mid-Month)

March8 ¢ 19 (Mid-Month) **

April 19 ¢ May 28 (Spring Main)
Junel4 ¢ Julyl6 (Summer Maip**
March 22 ¢ April 30

Januaryl3 ¢ March5

Januaryl3 ¢ March5
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STATEADMINISTEREDESTS

ACCESS for ELLs

Overview Grades K12
ACCESS for Elid. administered, annually, to atudentsin grades Kindergarten through GradevRo
have been identified as English learners (AGLESS for Elid.a standardéased English language
proficiency test designed to measutiee social and academlanguageproficiencyof ELSn Englistand
is grounded in the WIDA Englisinguage DevelopmerfELD StandardsIt assesses social and
instructional English as well as taeademidanguage associated with language arts, mathematics,
science, and socialuglies within the school contexacross the four language domaifisstening,
Reading, Writing, and Speaking)

ACCESS for Elnhsets theESSAnandate requiring states to evaluate EL students in grades K through 12
on their progress in learning to speahkdtish.

The tasks on thessessmendttempt to replicate the kinds of communicative situations (and the
language needed to be processedobe produced within them) that might be encountered in
different school contexts. Each assessment itemtasl will target at least one of the five WIDA ELD
Standards:

Social and Instructional Language

Language of Language Arts

Language of Mathematics

Language of Science

Language of Social Studies

=A =4 =4 =4 =9

The WIDA ELD Standardescribe developing English languagdipiency for each of the four language
domains: Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speakintis way, ACCESS for ELLs contains four like
sections, each assessing an individual language domain.

ACCESS for Elidassessd ineach of the four language domains of Listening, Speaking, Reading, and
Writing separately. The online test will include the following grade clusters: Grade 1, Grad€satles
4-5, Grades @, and Grades-22. Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs is a-pagmt assessment.

ACCESS for Eblotine modeof test administrationis designed so that test paths or forms are
appropriate to the proficiency level of individual students across the wide range of proficiencies
described in the WIDA ELD standards. In thétirstage adaptive tesindividual test taker®f differing
levelsof language proficienapnaydemonstratethe full extent of their languagproficiencywithin each
gradelevel cluster.

Theonlinetest is a staged adaptive test, meaning studentspvdigresghrough the test based on their

performance Due to this adaptability, thenline testdoesnot require test administrators/examiners to

determine tier placement of students administerthetest? L 5! Qa RSaA3ayt dAz2y GKFG !
untimedtest does notmean time is unlimited. Domains may rm administerecbver multiple days

Each student testing online will require a computer and heaudstst microphondor the Speaking test

and headphones for the other domairi3etailed informaion about technology requirements is posted

at this location https://www.wida.us/assessment/access28ch.aspx
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Student€performance on the online Listening and Reading tests deterstiver placement for
Speaking and Writing. WIDA recommends that students first take the Listening test and then the
Reading test. Speaking and Writing may be taken in either order.

ACCESS for Elpaper forms areavailable for studentsvho requirepaper due to a disabilithased
decision made by the IEP teaifine paper test includethe following grade clusters: Grade 1, Grade 2,
Grade 3, Grades3, Grades @, and Grades-22. The kindergarten test is also proed through a
paper test.In cases where the paper test continues to be administesetpol stafimust identify the
appropriate tier for proficiency.

Note: The Writing domain for the onlidéCCESS for EGQrade 1 and Grades2forms will continue to
be administered on paper.

Key Reminders:

1 Domains maye administered across multiple days in the manner that best works for scheduling
purposes and the use of technolagy

Sngle domais maynot be broken intcseparate administrationacross dayss

The online platform will not have a limit on the number of students who can test at one Fiane
Speaking, it is recommended that groups &f Students (or fewer) test simultaneously so that
headsetmicrophones do not capture other voicedtudents of different grades may test in the same
room at the same time, but this is not requireahd schools/systems may wish to consider if this is
appropriate for the students involved.

i Test examiners must veyitest tickets are distributed to the appropriate students.

T
1

A student who has exited the ESOL program or an alternative language assistance program in the past
two years, shall be coded English Lea#kemitored (EEM) on statewide assessmentl-M students

are not assessed withCCESS for ELAssessing B students may result in fees for administration

and scoring being billed to the local system.

ScreeneRequirementsOverview

Forstudents new to U.S. schooifthe response to any of the three questions on thenké Language
rveyindicates a home language other than English, the student is considered a potential English
learner (EL) and the school districtlaycalEducation Agency (LEA) will then adminisiter state
required, graddevel specific, WIDA English language proficiency (ELP) screener.

Per federal statute, Georgiaquiresthat LEAs screen all potential EL students for EL eligibitityn 30
daysafter the beginning of the school year within two weeksif they enrollafter the start of the

school yearand to notify their parentshat the child was screened for eligibility and placed in a

language programd.{ SS DS2NHAIF Qa adlF §S6ARSST &ilE/IRhgNdge T SR
Programg; State Guidancé

LEAsnust use one of the following WIDAdishlanguage proficienc{ELP¥creeners to determine
whether a potential Englislearner student qualifies as d&Lstudentor not.
1. The WIDA Screener (OnlinePaper)

2. The Kindergarten WIDACCESS Placement Test (ARY)
3. The Kindergarten Measure of Develog English Language (K MODEL)

Screeners can be administered throughout the school gedrare available in online and paper formats
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https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/EL%20Language%20Programs%20-%20State%20Guidance%20Update%2020%20Nov%202019.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/EL%20Language%20Programs%20-%20State%20Guidance%20Update%2020%20Nov%202019.pdf

in 20202021.LEAsare responsible for purchasinige WIDA Screener Papandthe KindergartenVIDA
MODEIlwhen applicableFor information on purchasing the paper based WIDA Screeners please visit the
WIDA Store

WIDA Screener
WIDA Screener is an English language proficiency assessment administgretetds new to U.S.

schools to determine whether they will be classified English learners entitled to English language
instructional programs.

WIDA Screends a standard$é¥ased English language proficiency test designed to me&ngksh
language profiency in four language domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The WIDA
Screener for students in gradesl? is divided into grade clusters: 1324-5; 6-8; and 912.

Test administration procedures for each grade cluster screener are adiilirene WIDA Screener Test
Administration ManualAllowed accommodations for EL students with disabilities are indicated in the
accommodation tables found in this document and WéDA Accessibility and Accommodations
Supplementindividual student repos are produced for each language domain and for three composite
scores: Oral Language, Literacy and Overall. Summary reports are not produced.

Test Administratorsnustannuallycomplete the requiredVIDA training andertification quizzes with a
minimumpassing score of 80% for the grade leteststhey will be administeringThey must alsbold a
valid, GaPSC certification.

Kindergarten WIDACCESS Placement TestMKPT) and WIDA Screener Paper will be not be used
during 20232022. The Kindergarten WICs&reener will be available beginning Summer 2021.

The WIDA websites found at: https://www.wida.us/.

For more information aboufCCESS for ELtentact the Assessment Administration Division at
404-656-2668 or 800634-4106.
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Alternate ACCESS for ELLs

Overview Grades 112
Federal lawequires that all students identified as English learners be assessed annually for English
languageproficiency. This requirement includes students who require special education services under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDBR¢rnate ACCES$Sndividually administered|t is
intendedonly for EnglisHearners with significant cgnitive disabilitiesthat are severe enough to

prevent meaningful participation in theACCESS for EldssessmentAlternate ACCESS is not intended
for ELs who can be served wgpecial educatiomccommodations oACCESS for ELDgcisions

regarding a studer® participation must be madey an IEP teanflternate ACCESSapaperbasedfor
administration

EligibilityCriteria:

1. The student has been classified as an EL.

2. The student has been classified as a special education studeis agxkiving special education
services.

3. The student has a significant cognitive disability.

4. The students eligible foithe Georgia Alternate Assessme@AA2.0).

Sudentsshall not be administeredoth the AlternateACCESS faiLLsaindthe ACCESSr ELLs

Requirements

ELstudents with disabilities igradeskindergartenthrough grade 12nust either participate iRCCESS
for ELLs or Alternate ACCHSSstudentsvith significant cognitive disabilitieaustmeet GAA 2.0
eligibility criteriain all grade leveldncluding norRGAA tested grade leveltirough the IEP process be
found eligible to take Alternate ACCESS as indicated above

The WIDA websitis found at: https://www.wida.us/.

For more informatia about AlternateACCESS for EL&@ntact the AssessmeAdministrationDivision
at 404656-2668 or 800634-4106.
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Georgia Alternate Assessmeg@t0(GAA2.0)

Overview Grades 3, andHigh School
Under the federalndividuals with DisabilitieBducation Ac(IDEARNd theEvery Student Succeehist
(ESS)all students, including students with disabilities, must participate in the &aeademic content
standards. Th&AA2.0is designed to ensure that students with significant cognitive ditiabiare
provided access to thstate-adopted contentstandardsand given the opportunity to demonstrate their
achievement of the knowledge, concepts, and skills inherit irsthge-adopted contentstandards
Students with disabilities mugiarticipate in either the regular assessment (with or without
accommodations) or the alternate assessmdtdach studer® Individualized Education Program (IEP)
team must make decisions regarding the participation of the student within ieQttestingprogram
TheGAA2.0may only be used in cases where a student is unable to participate in the regular
assessment, even with maximum accommodations, and the student meets participation guiddfiises
assessmenghould only be recommended for a small nuenlof students.

The IEP team should consider the following: (a) the purpose of the assessment, (b) the feasibility of the
student@ participation, and (c) the accommodation(s), if any, that the student may. fi¢eddecision of

the IEP team regarding pasipation and accommodations must be documented in the lfEPstuden

IEP team recommends no participation in statandated assessments (e@eorgia Milestonés the

IEP must document the reasons and require participation irGA&2.0. TheGAA2.0includes students

who appropriately participate in the curriculum based on alternate achievement standetndsJS
Department of Education (EE) defines an alternate achievement standard as one ¢sats an

expectation of performance that diffeia complexity from a gradtevel achievement standargl.

Alternate achievement standards must be aligned to state academic content standards, although they
may reflect prerequisite or entrevel skills.

Description

TheGAA2.0assessment isomprised of standardized performance tasks andeisigned to provide

tiered participation within the assessment for students working at various levels of complexity. Task sets
are built with three levels of cognitive demand with Part A representingdasticomplex level of item

and Part C representing the most complex level of items within the set.

TheGAA2.0shouldbe administered annuallin the Springo asses@achievement ostudents in English
language artend mathematicggrades 38 andHS, science (grades 5, 8, ah, and social studies
(grades 8 andig. This assessment program promotes a vision of enhancing capacities and integrated
life opportunities for students who experience significant cognitive disabililesmittees of Georgia
educatorsinformed thedevelopment and design of blueprints, rubrics, and task sets includduein
assessment

GAA2.0in High Shool

The instructional program for students with significant cognitive disabilities includes courses that align
with the general education courses associated with @edrgia Milestones EOC measuiBsis ensures

that content from each EQ&ssessed course icinded in theGAA2.0. In this manner, th&5AA2.0in

high schookerves as the alternate assessment for the high school assessment prdgrammssessment

shall be administered for the first time in grade Jdnd must occur prior to intended graduatior

student who is retained in/is repeating grade 11 is NOT required to be assessed a second (or more) time
using theGAA2.0.
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Students with significant cognitive disabilities who entered the ninth grade for the first time on or after
the 20262021 school$ I NJ Y+ & 3INI RdzZ- §S FyR NBOSAGS Fy It GSNYI
determines that the student has:
I. completed an integrated curriculum based on the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) that
includes instruction in Mathematics, English/Languags, Science and Social Studies as well as
career preparation, seffietermination, independent living and personal care to equal a minimum
of 23 units of instruction, and
II. participated in the GAA during middle school and high school, and
lll. bhas transitionedo an employment/education/training setting in which the supports needed are
provided by an entity other than the local school system.

(State Board Rule 1682-.48 High School graduatidtequirements for Students Enrolling in the Ninth
Grade for the FirsTime in the 200899 School Year and Subsequent Years)

Requirements

Where all students are being assessed, students with disabilities in 8&&jes1dhigh schoomust
either participate in the general assessment or GAA2.0. GAA 2.0 is administered to students in
grades3 through high school. Kimugarten students with significant cognitive disabilities must take
GKID&nd are no longer required to take GAA. Thestate will support, score, and report only in the
statemandated grades-8, andhigh schoohs outlined in this HandboolgAA2.0 training sessions, and
the publishedGAA2.0 Blueprint

If there is a local test administered to all studeimgrades 1 and,2hen local systems may uteeir
own alternate assessment

Appropriate Use of theGAA2.0

TheGAA2.0may be considered for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities who
generally participate in a curriculum working towards alternate achievement standBinésdecision to
assess using theAA2.0should be made only when an IEP team detiegs that a studer® cognitive
disabilities prevent him/her from attaining gradevel achievement standards even with the very best
instruction and the IEP team is unable to identify appropriate accommodations that would allow
meaningful participation ithe regular state assessments.

TheGAA2.0may be considered for students with disabilitiegnades3-8, andhigh schoolvho, even

with the very best instruction, are unable to attain gradeel standards. In addition, these students

must meet all pass of the Guidelines for Participation in tk&AA2.0. Answers to the following

guestions on the following pages will assist IEP teams in determining if the student should participate in
the GAA2.0. The IEP must document the stud@nturrent level of pdormance within the curriculum,

the participation in theGAA2.0and the reasons for that participation.

Factors for Consideration

Each IEP team should consider multiple factors when determining that participation @XA2.0is
appropriate for a student with significant cognitive disabiliti€se following factors should be used as
guidance:

1 Does the student require intensive diwidualized instruction in a variety of instructional settings?
1 Does the student have a significant cognitive disability?
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1 Does the student require specialized supports to access and participate in thelgratl&SEs that
requiremodifications based on the stude®@tPresent Levels of Academic Achievement and
Functional Performance (PLAAFP)?

1 Does the student require specialized supports to demonstrateaggeopriate adaptive behavior?

Whois Eligible toParticipate in theGAA2.0?

Answers to the following questions and the accompanying chart on the following pages will assist
educatorswith determiningwhethera student should participate in th@AA2.0. Where all students are
being assessed, students with disabilitiegiades 38, andHSmust either participate in the regular
assessment or th&AA2.0. TheGAA2.0may not be usea@s analternativefor local assessments.

Prior to reviewing the eligibiy criteria forGAA2.0, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team
must understand all assessment options, including the characteristics of each assessment and the
potential implications of each assessment choice.

According to O.C.G.A §-2281, school districts are required to follow the procedures specified in

the applicable test administration materials. As a result, the IEP team must use the Eligibility Criteria
for GAA2.0form to document its assessment ddoiss. This fornis found in subsequent pages and

may be found in the Required Forms section of 8tedent Assessment Handbook

If GAA2.0is being considered, the IEP team must review the four criteria below and ¥asat No if
applicable to the studet. To be eligible to participate BAA2.0, the answer taall four of the questions
below must beYes If the answer to any of the questionsNs, the student is not eligible to participate
in GAA2.0and must participate in one of the other statewidesessments. Eadfesanswer requires a
justification that contains evidence that the student meets the criterion.

1. Does the student require intensive, individualized instruction in a variety of instructional settings?

If the answer idNo, then the student kould patrticipate in general assessments with or without
accommodations.

If the ansver isYes, then answer the next question.
2. Does the student have a significant cognitive disability?

If the answer idNo, then the student should participate @eneral assessment with or without
accommodations.

If the answer i&’es then answer the next question.
3. Does the student require specialized supports to access and participate in thelgvatl SSEs that
require modifications based on the stud@PresetlLevels of Academic Achievement and

Functional Performance (PLAAFP)?

If the answer idNo, then the student should participate in general assessments with or without
accommodations.

If the answer i&es then answer the next question.
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4. Does thestudent require specialized supports to demonstrate -ag@ropriate adaptive behavior?

If the answer idNo, then the student should participate in general assessment with or without
accommodations.

If the answer i&’es and all other responses to the preus questions arges,then the student
should participate in th&AA2.0.

For more information about th6&AA2.0, contact the AssessmeAtdministrationDivision at
404-656-2668 or 800634-4106.

Georgia Department of Education
Page48 of 155wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved



ELIGIBILITERITERIA FOR TEEEORGIALTERNATASSESSMENGAA2.0)

Step I: Review the Eligibility Criteria for GAA

Prior to reviewing the eligibility criteria for GAA, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team must understargbaieassgptions,
including the characteristics of daassessment and the potential implications of each assessment chibie€sAA 2.0 is intended for students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. Instruction for these students is based on alternate academic achieteamlands, which are
aligned to the Georgia Standards of Excellence at a reduced depth, breadtkomplexity. Beginning with students who enroll in ninth grade
for the first time on or after the 2022021 school year, students who participate in the GAA 2.0 will be eligiledstatedefined alternate
diploma rather than the regular high school diplo(&BOE 160-2-.48).

According to O.C.G&202-281, school districts are required to follow the procedures specified in the applicable test administration materials.
As a esult, the IEP team must use this form to document its assessment deci§iGAsA is being considered, the IEP team must review the four
criteria below and selectesor No if applicable to the student. To be eligible to participate in GAA, the answadtftur of the questions below
must beYes If the answer to any of the questionaNs, the student is not eligible to participate in GAA and must participate in the Georgi
Milestones Assessment System. Exelsanswer requires a justification that contains evidence that the student meets the criteria.

Student Name Grade
Eligibility Criteria Sources of Evidence (check if use Justification
1. Does the studentequire intensive, [] Present Levels of Academic
individualized instruction in a variety Achievement and Functional
of instructional settings? Performance
The student needs specialized [ ] Anecdotal Notes and
academic instruction and techniques o Yes Observations
over a period of time to ensure thathe | o0 No [] Benchmark Data
or she can learn, retain information, [ ] Progress Monitoring Data
and transfer skills to otr settings. [ ] Learning Characteristics
Inventory
[ ] Other
2. Does the student have a significant [] Results of Individual Cognitive
cognitive disabiliy? Ability Test
A significant cognitive disability is 0 Yes [ ] Results of Adaptive Behavior
determined by the IEP team and must | o No Skills Assessment
be based on evaluation information [ ] Learning Characteristics
performed by a qualified evaluation Inventory
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Student Name

Eligibility Criteria
team. The significant cognitive
disability must affect the stude
intellectual functioning and be
documented as such in the studént
individualized education program (IEP).

Grade
Sources of Evidence (check if use
[ ] Other

Justification

Does the student require specialized
supports to access anplarticipate in the
gradelevel Georgia Standards of
Excellence (GSE) that require
modifications based on the stude®@
Present Levels of Academic
Achievement and Functional

[ ] Resilts of Individual Cognitive
Ability Test

[ ] Results of Adaptive Behavior
Skills Assessment

[ ] Anecdotal Notes and
Observations

[ ] Benchmark Data

Performance (PLAAFP)? 8 Lis [ ] Progress Monitoring Data
Access to the gradevel curriculum is [ ] Results of language
mandated by the fedexl government. assessments including English
A student with a significant cognitive Learner (EL) assessments, if
disability requires access to the GSEs applicable
through prerequisite skills that are [ ] Learning Characteristics
linked to the graddevel curriculum. Inventory
[ ] Other

Does the student require specialized
support_s to demonstrate age [ ] Results of Individual Cognitive
appropriate adaptive behavior? Ability Test
A student with a significant cognitive y . .

S, . [ ] Results of Adaptive Behavior
disabilityneeds specialized support o Yes .

) Skills Assessment

throughout the day in areas such as o No

expressing his or her needs, getting
from place to place, eating lunch,
negotiating social situations, and/or
taking care of personal needs.

[ ] Learning Characteristics
Inventory
[ ] Other
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Step II: Assurances

The IEP team has patrticipated in training and guidance regarding student participation in state mandated assessmeihisidsathiac
information below:

Under 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.320(a)(®).&nG[8 202-281], if the IEP team determines that the student will take G
the IEP team may provide additional summary statements of why the student cannot participateGedngia Milestones Assessment
System, with or without allowable accommodations, and why the alternate assessment is appropriate for the student, ittcitdithof the
eligibility criteria are met.

Additional Summary Statements (if necessary):

The decision to administer GAA is based on multiple sources of measurable, objective evidence, including, but not duoritewt t&P
PLAAFP statements, goals and/or objectives, report cards, progress reports, work samples, teacher obserliadiotsnéividual
Evaluations (FIE), standardized achievement test results, and classroom, district, and statewide assessment resulisiomhssrdadased
solely on the studer® previous performance on statewide assessment.

The decision to admirtisr GAA is made by the IEP team, not administratively based on federal accountability requirements which limit
number of students taking an alternate assessment who can be counted as profic@GRPI performance calculatioAthough GAA is
intended for a small number of students, the proficiency cap does not limit the number of students receiving special educaties wivi
may take the alternate assessment.

The decision to administer GAA is based on the st@attucational needs and thiestruction the student is receiving. This decision is no
based solely on the stude@tdisability category and is not based on the stu@rdcial or economic background, excessive or extended
absences, or amount of time or location of service delivery.
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Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skil§ (GKID2.0)

Overview Kindergarten
Georgia law (0.C.G.A,, Section®22[b1 and 22-281) requires that all children enrolled in Georgia

public school kindergarten programs be asses®r firstgrade readiness with an instrument or
instruments adopted by the SBOES comply with state statute, th8BOERdopted the Georgia

Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS) as the designated kindergarten assessment for all
Georgia public schools (SBOE Rule3#007). The GKIDS Readiness Check is considered a part of
GKIDS

Kindergarten Student

Georgigkindergarten students are defined by FTE status as students enrolled in public school
kindergarten program Kindergarten programs include those for students who are enrolled intifingt
general education kindergarten classrooms, transitional kindeegartr firstgrade classrooms as
kindergarten students, special education services, and programs for students who are repeating the
kindergarten curriculum in a kindergarten settifgndergaten students with significant cognitive
disabilitiesmust take &IDS andre no longer required to take th8AA 2.0

Grade Placement Decisions

SBOHesting Rule 168-1-.07 and O.C.G.A., Section2151(b)(2) require all Georgia school systems to
make firstgrade placement decisions on an individual basis, using @QBSults in concert with
teacher recommendations and other relevant informatitwecal schools must document reasons,
including GKID3.0 studentperformance results, for kindergarten retention and place the written
documentation in individual studerfsumulative recordsThe State Board Rule further requiré$he

local school system shall provide alternative, developmentally approgriateuction to students who
spend an additional year in kindergarten

GKIDS Readiness Check

Overview

As part of GKID&O, the Readiness Check offers an early assessment window and is designed to provide
teachers with important information about childr@nlearning and development as they enter

kindergarten. The Readiness Check is intended to augment GKI&&Ito be administered during the

first six weeks of kindergarten. It is designed to be developmentally appropriatetemdidbe used for
planningand instructional purposes.

Students Assessed

The GKIDS Readiness Check is designed to provide baseline informadibstdialents as they enter
kindergarten. This requires accessibility that allows for students with varying levels of ability, including
students with disabilities and students who are English learners (ELS), to participate in the activities. At
the same timethe assessment is designed to identify a stu@otirrent knowledge and skills.

The use of a universally designed approach to assessment development and implementation is critical to
promote accessibility for all students. Because of the range of stef@evelopment and learning as

they enter kindergarten, some features that often are perceived as accommodations for specialized
populations are more appropriately considered as universally designed allowances. Universal design
allows for a range of actionsjaterial presentations, procedures, and settings that are acceptable for

use withall students when administering the GKIDS Readiness Check.
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Description

Although designed to be administered in kindergarten classrooms, the GKIDS Readiness Check is aligned
to the Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS), a setoéliighresearctbased

early learning standards for children, from birth to age five. Assessment of mastesgaitialGELDS
standards provides baseline information aboutdgatXYeadiness for kindergarten and allows for early
intervention and differentiation of instruction.

The GKIDS Readiness Check consists of activities assessed using both dstacf{argd performance
tasks) and indirect (e.gbservational) assesgent methods. These assessment activities reflect

essential skills and concepts deemed necessary to position students for success in future learning.
Administration of the GKIDS Readiness Check is designed to be unobtrusive and naturalistic within the
kindergarten setting.

Purpose

The primary purpose of the GKIDS Readiness Check is to highlight knowledge and skills critical for
student success in learningplely to guide instruction The GKIDS Readiness Check is designed to be
developmentally appropriatageflecting researctbased best practices for young learners, and provides
information to allow kindergarten teachers to individualize instruction. It informs our understanding of
the skills of children entering kindergarten and provides the early childisgsettm with information

about the supports and resources needed to ensure that every kindergarten student starts school with
the skills needed to be successfuh kindergarten and beyond.

Domains of Learning

The GKIDS Readiness Chassesses the domarofFoundations of School Success, English Language
Arts, and Mathematics. While all domains are represented, the GKIDS Readiness Check measures only
those skills and concepts determined by Georgia educators and informed by research to be essential to
student<xsuccess upon entry to kindergarten.

Activities Assessed Using Direct Methods

Activities assessed using direct methods include teacher instructions and detailed administration
procedures. For activities requiring materials, optional resources andg®d. It is important to follow
these directions to ensure consistency of administrations across classrooms. These activities are
assessed using four to five performance leyblst Yet Demonstrated, Emerging, Developing,
Demonstrating, Exceedinfyr ead skill.

The number of performance levels is specific to each skill of the standards and is based on the range of
student performance that can be observed for each skill. The descriptions for each performance level
were influenced by early childhood litdtae in a given domain.

Activities Assessed Using Indirect Methods

Activities assessed using indirect methods are observational in nature. Teachers may observe students
engaged in activities that cover multiple concepts or skills at one time. Teachelassess by observing
student performance during regular classroom instruction or by an assessment activity of the @acher
choice. Some activities assessed using indirect methods may require observation over time to determine
a student@ level of performace as described by the standard. For activities requiring materials,

teachers have the flexibility to use their own classroom materials. These activities are assessed using
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three to four performance leveldNot Yet Demonstrated, Emerging, Developing, Destrating)for
each skill

The number of performance levels is specific to each skill of the standards. The number of performance
levels is based on the range of student performance that can be observed for each skill and include
specific markers dfehavior that help teachers to rate the child.

Assessment Window

Each teacher will have the first six weeks of the school year to administer the activities and enter

student performance data. Six weeks after the dis@idirst day of school, teachers inib longer be

able to update student performance data in the GKIDS Readiness Check data collection system. This is to
allow all teachers the same amount of time to administer the GKIDS Readiness Check regardless of their
district@ start date. Assessmeat students may occur at any time during the-sigek window. There is

no prescribed order of activities.

Assessment Materials

TheGKIDS Readiness Check Administrafianualincludes general directions for administration as well

as for each activity ingtled in the GKIDS Readiness Check. Each activity assessed contains a description
of the skill, the activity, including a script as appropriate, and performance levels for assessing the skill or
concept. Activity pages are arranged by domain: Foundatio8glodol Success, English Language Arts,

and Mathematics.

To aid planning and preparation for the administration of the GKIDS Readiness Check, a list of suggested
materials by activity is included in ti@ptional Resources Guideachers may use common skroom
materials for assessment activities as described in the scrijat.locate the GKIDS Readiness Check
resources within the GKIDS platform, click onltedpmenu and selecReadiness Check Resourdée

GKIDS Readiness Check resources include thimiathation manual and optional resources, reminders

and considerations, FAQs, and a Next Steps Guide to guide instructional actions following a review of
your GKIDS Readiness Check data.

Readiness Check Data Entry and Reportingddite

The GKIDS Readin€3seck is incorporated into the same online data collection system as GKIDS
(https://gkids.gadoe.org). Additionally optional data recording sheets for activities are included in the
Optional Resources Guidad may be helpful in recording data for each activity. A@gguide section is
provided in the administration manual that includes detailed instructions and screenshatatibentry
and use of the data collection system.

TeacherGenerated Reports

Teachers have the ability to generate reports at the student level and the classroom level Each student
level report presents performance data by activity. The individual studsport provides a studei®
performance by each of the three domains of learning. The first visual on the individual student report
shows the percentage of performance levels at developing or above for each of the three domains of
learning. The informabin presented in the Individual Student Report also provides the performance
levels for an individual student on each activity by each of the three domains of learning.

Teacherganalsogenerate reports at the classroom level. The classroom level repodrgtes the
percentage of students that fall within each performance level by activity for each of the three domains
of learning.
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In addition to classroom level reportSchTCand STCsvill alsohave reporting capabilities under the

GKIDS Readiness Chewnu option. Reporting options will be available throughout the year for
Readiness Check data but will only reflect information of students who were on your roster at the end of
your distric@ adninistration window. These results will be fixed as of the last date of your

administration window.

GKIDS 2.0

Studens Assessed

GKIDS 2.0 is designed to provide informatiorefbstudents as they progress through kindergarten and

prepare for first grade. This requires accessibility that allows for students with varying levels of ability,
including students with disabilities and students who are English learners (ELSs), to participe
LISNF2NXYIyOS GlFhaiae '4G GKS aryS GAYS:E GKS FaasSaavys
knowledge and skills in an accurate way.

All students enrolled in Georgia public school kindergarten classrooms should have the opportunity to
participate in the GKIDS 2.0 assessment. The use of a universally designed approach to assessment
development and implementation is critical to promote accessibility for all students. Because of the

NI yasS 2F addzZRSyidaqQ RS@St 2 Lim&fgaiures thaRarefoffeh pelteivgds Ay | A
accommodations for specialized populations are more appropriately considered as universally designed
allowancesn GKIDS 2.0

Description

GKID&.0isa progressiofbased formative assessment, integrated into clasar work, that is aligned

to the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE). GKIDS 2.0 is orgiamindtig ideasandlearning
progressionsThe goal of the assessment program is to provide teachers with information about the
level of instructional support needed by individual students. GRID&llows teachers to assess student
performance during instruction, record student performance iroatine database, and generate

reports for instructional planning, progress reports, report cards, student support team, and/or parent
conferences. Throughout the year, teachers may assess students and recor2@«n& based on

their systen® curriculm map or report card schedulét the end of the year, summary reports and
individual student reports will be generated based on the data the teacher has entered throughout the
year.

Purpose

The primary purpose of GKIR®is to provide ongoing informain about kindergarten studeng

developing skills in English Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Personal/Social Development,
Approaches to Learningnd Motor SkillsGKID.0should serve as one indicator of first grade

readiness. GKIOS0will serve both a formative and summative role in assegkindergarten students.

Domains of Learning

There are seven areas or domains of learning that are assessed as part 0R®GKIEIGding: English
language arts (ELA), Mathematics, Social Studies (optional), Science (optional), Approbetesg,
Personal and Social Development, and Mdills (optiona).

Performance Levels

In GKID&.0, students are assessed usihgee to five performance levels for each elementluding

Not Yet Demonstrated (ND), Beginning (BE), Emerging (EM), Developing (DV), Demonstrating (DM), and
Exceeding (EX).
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UniversalAllowances

Universal allowancesmay be used, as needed, with all students for all performance tasks. These
supports are aligned to best practices for access to instruction and assessment and provide flexibility to
meet the diverse needs of a wide range of students. A table of univalsalancess providedon the

next page

Table of Universahllowances

Presentation | 1 Read directions aloud and repeat as many times as needed, either by reques
the student or as determined by the teacher.

1 Rephrase directions and/or questions, if needed. Rephrasing may include

providing answer options or allowing for a yes/no response.

Provide audio amplification for verbal directions and tasks as needed.
WSRANBOG aiddRSyiuQa FGaSyadazy G2
Provide magnification or enlargement of assessment tasks and/or manipulati
as needed.

f Use familiar classroomaterialsti 2 Y SSi &Gdz2RSyidiQa yS¢
adapted to meet the needs of the individual learner.

1 Provide physical support to improve visual acuity. For example, use color cor
overlay, slant board, textures, etc.

f Change position or orientationof 81 a YSy 4 YIF GSNRAF f a
visual engagement or access to manipulatives.

Response 1 Allow student to respond using his/her preferred mode of communication.

1 Modes of communication may include speech, eye gaze,
pointing/gesturing/orienting to/towching answer choice, sign language, and/or
use of augmentative communication systems.

1 Encourage student response without providing additional cues.

Setting 9 Assess students in naturally occurring classroom contexts such as during cel
time, outdoor activities, teachedirected instruction, and small group activities.

1 Allow the student to move and change positions during the session.

1 Consider the arrangement of the furniture, including allowing the student to
stand or use alternative seatingidng a direct assessment activity.

1 Provide tasks in areas conducive to the student's physical and sensory need:
including oneon-one assessment in a quiet space when necessary.

Scheduling ' Use teacher discretion for starting and stopping a task baseti@readiness of
the student.

1 Teachers may administer performance tasks based on student readiness,
professional judgement, and/or alignment to local district content pacing guid
or curriculum patterns.

= =4 =

Comprehensive Support

Students requiring additional support may be provideuinprehensivesupportsasdescribed in the
administration manual and individual tasik@&mprehensivesupports provide access topgrformance

task butmay substantiallyalter what the student is expecteto do.If utilizing comprehensive supports,

carea K2dzf R 0SS GF 1Sy & KS proghess ivighiNihiNiBainihgpebgressioh.i dzZRSy G Qa

Comprehensive supports must address the unique needs of the student for whom they are provided and
should assist the student in overcoming any barriers that prevent him or her from demonstrating what
he or she knows and can do. Teachers should use thefiegsional judgment in determining the
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support needed for each studertExamples of comprehensive suppantay be found in th&KIDS 2.0
Administration ManualKindergarten students with significant cognitive disabilities must take GKIDS 2.0.

Assessmenwindow

Except for the end of year summary report, there are no statndated testing windows for GKIDS
Systems may require testing windows based on their own unique schedules, reporting information at
any time as required by the local district. Systems may also teach and assentherdshased upon
their own schedules as well.

AssessmenMaterials

Preprinted test booklets and activity kire not provided with GKID&0. TheAdministration Manual
includesperformance tasks which may be used to assess student performance in ELA and mathematics
Teachers may use common classroom materials dssessment activitieRather than recording

student performance on an answer document, teachers will use the GKIDS Data Entry and Reporting
Web site(https://gkids.gadoe.org).

GKID&.0Data Entry and Reporting web site

The GKID3.0data entry and reporting web sitgnttps://gkids.gadoe.orgfwill be available 24 hours a
day,sevendays a week (except for scheduled maintenance) for teacherstar student data. The web

site allows teachers to enter and manage data throughout the school year. Teachers can enter data by
student or bylearning progressiofor the entire classDistricts have the option of manually entering

their student data opre-populating the data via the vend@rmultiple student upload procesSeethe

GKIDS 2.Blatform User Guideeb site instructions.

TeacherGenerated (Formativek Endof-the-Year (Summative) Reports

Teachers have the option of generating reports-ganeen and PDF) at any time during the year for
instructional planning, progress reports, report carfigjdent Support Tean8EJor parent
conferences. After the final datreentered in late spring, $ool, systemand state summary reports
will be produced. Teachers will be responsible for generating end of the year reports for individual
students.

For more information about th&KID2.0or the GKIDS Readiness Chemkntact the Assessment
AdministrationDivision a#04-656-2668 or 800634-4106.
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Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones)

Overview Grades X 12
TheSBOHs required by Georgia law (O.C.G.A.-8281) to adopt assessments designed to measure
student achievement relative to the knowledged skills set forth in the statedopted content

standards. The Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones) is designed to fulfill this
requirement and to inform efforts to improve student achievement by assessing student performance
on thestandards specific to each course or subject/grade tested. Specifically, Georgia Milestones is
designed to provide students and their parents with critical information about each st@ent
achievement and, importantly, their preparedness for the next etiocal level. The assessment

system is a critical informant of the st&®eaccountability measure, the College and Career Ready
Performance Index (CCRPI), providing an important gauge about the quality of the educational services
and opportunities providethroughout the state. The ultimate goal of Geoi@iassessment and
accountability system is to ensure that all students are provided the opportunity to engage with high
guality content standards, receive higjuality instruction predicated upon those stdards, and are
positioned to meet high academic expectations.

Georgia Milestones represengssingle system of summative assessments that span all three levels of
the state® educational system elementary, middle, and high school. The system is desigmsend
consistent signals about studeflweparedness for the next level, be it the next grade, course, or
endeavor, such as entering college or beginning a career after leavinglihed#ucational system. In
developing Georgia Milestones, care hastbéaken to ensure the signals sent about student
achievement are consistent with other national measures of how Georgia students are performing.

The mode of administration for the Georgia Milestones program is online. Paper/pestaihaterials,
such asBraille formswill be available for the small number of students who cannot interact with the
computer due to their disabilitgas documented in an IEP, IAP/504, oiTEIC Plan

The guiding principles for Georgia Milestones ensure the assessment system:

9 is sufficiently challenging to ensure Georgia students are well positioned to compete with other
students across the United States and internationally;

9 isintentionally designed across grade levels to send a clear signal of student progress/growth and
preparedness for the next level, be it the next grade level, course, or college or career;

9 is accessible to all students, including those with disabilities or limited English proficiency, at all
achievement levels;

1 supports and informs the sta@ educator gectiveness initiatives, ensuring items and forms are
appropriately sensitive to quality instructional practices; and

1 utilizesonline administratiorandincludesinnovative technologyenhanced items.

Reports yielding information on achievement at #tadent, class, school, system, and state levels will
be produced for Georgia Milestones. Georgia Milestones will report achievement categorized into four
achievement levelsBeginning Learnebeveloping LearngProficientLearner andDistinguished

Leaner).

Endof-GradeAssessment$EOGY; Grades 3 through 8

Students enrolled in grades three through eight are required to participate in Georgia Milestones
annually. Students in grade3 through 8 are assessenh English language artELARNd mathematics
additionally,students in gradeS and 8 are assessed in scienaed students in gradd are assesseth
social studiesStudents must be assessed in the grade level for which they are reported for FTE
purposes; no oubf-grade/off-grade testing is peritted. Systens and schools must have a process in
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place to ensure that students are being administered the correct test. Errors on this front carry far
reaching implications and may be irreparable. Students must participate in all content areas identified
for their grade level.

The EOGontent assessmentlign with the Georg@ stateadopted content standards and include
assessment of specific content knowledge and skills inherent in each grade. The tests provide
information to help identify student stregths and areas of improvement in learning and provide data to
evaluate the effectiveness of classroom instruction at the schookgietémlevels. As such, the
measures contribute to the sta@ accountability systemthe College and Career Ready Perfonce
Index (CCRPI).

Results of the EOG, accordioghe legislated and identified purposes, must:

9 provide a valid measure of student achievement of the sadeptedcontent standard across the
full achievement continuum;

9 provide a clear signal of the studé@preparedness for the next educational level;

9 allow for the detection of the progress made by each student from one academic year to the next;

1 be suitable ér use in promotn and retention decisions at grades 3 (reading), 5 (reading and
mathematics), and 8 (reading and mathematics);

9 support and inform the educator effectiveness measures; and

1 inform state and federal accountability measures at the schoolesy,sand state lgels.

EOGTiming Parameters for All Content Areas

The typical testing time represents the range of time most students will use to complete the
assessmentf needed, however, studestare allowed up to the maximunestingtime to complete the
assessment

Typical Max
Content Area Section Testing Testing
Time Time
1 45-65 90
ELA 2 40-60 80
3 40-60 80
1 3050 65
Math 2 3050 65
Science 1 20-30 40
2 20-30 40
: . 1 1525 35
Social Studies 5 1505 35

Maintaining test security and tegttegrity is criticalStudents and teachers need to understand test
protocols and the ramifications of not following testing procedures, as outlined in test administration
manuals Administration times arefound in theTest Administration Manuals and inde additional time
needed for preadministration and posadministration activities such as materials distribution and
collection Aside from the administration of the test, additional time is required for disseminating
materials and other test administiian protocols, such as reading the directions to students

Localsystens that participate in joint programs where students are enrolled from two or rsgstens
(such as GNETS or other similar entities), must engage in collaborative planning regardingithow
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local testing calendars relate to the joint program. To the greatest degree possible, these sites must
adhere to common calendars for the EOGs.

Scheduling Milestones End of Grade Assessments

Due to changes in school calendars and instructional settings for students dueGONEL9

pandemic thaipotentiallyimpact test administrationsg;urrent2020-2021assessment protocohay

require additional flexibility optionsnlthe event of local smarios that require additionacheduling

flexibility, the STC should contact the assigned Assessment Specialist for guidance.

91 During the state testing window, systems shall develop a local testing windtbin 25 school days

2T (KS aOK 2 &liool day &f thé&r¥gQlar schdoldear.

The Milestones EOG Assessments are to be administered online.

The system sets the order of administration EDG grade level content. Each grade level can be

scheduled independent of other grades.

I The actual timeof day for test administration may vary from school to school. Morning and
afternoon test sessions are allowed.

9 The local testing calendar can encompass the entire state testing window; however, individual
gradelevel content assessments must maintain gane testing dates across all schools within the
district (e.g.3" grade ELA sections in all elementary schools must be scheduled on the same days
across the district).

1 The local calendar can be scheduled around spring break; howevegrgifl@alevel content test
starts before spring break, it must be completed before spring break

I For each gradéevel content assessment, systems may elect admeor a multipleday
administration. All sections must be completed on the same day or on caotige days during the
same weekAt no time, should some studeniis the same gradeomplete a test one week and
another group of students the same gradeomplete the same test the following week.

1 TheELA EOG content assessment consiftisree sectims. Section 1, the Reading and Evidence

Based Writing (REBW) portion of ELA must be administered on a separate day from (and prior to)

the two following sections of ELA (maldps excluded)A student who was absent froEELA, section

1, can make up that stion later during a scheduled maka session during the local assessment

window. An exception to this guidance would occur should a student need to make up multiple

content areas and there are not enough days left in the local testing window to comiplghisit
requirement.

Studentsmay begivena short break betweesectionsof the content assessments.

Students in or returning from Hospital Homebound services may require flexibility. STCs are

encouraged to discuss individual cases with the assigned GaBg@Esment Specialist for guidance.

91 Local systems that participate in joint programs, where students are enrolled from two or more
systems (such as career academies, GNETS, or other similar entities), must engage in collaborative
planningregarding how their local testing calendars relate to the joint program. To the greatest
degree possible, these sites must adhere to the scheduling principles addressed in this Handbook.
Diligent attention must be given to the development of a schedulé¢ phatects the security and
integrity of the test administration. Systems should regularly review school scheduling practices to
ensure secure test administration.

0 Students must be assigned test sessibased orFTE enrolimeniThe districtto which the
student is assigned for FTE enrollment is responsiblelfdesting activitiesand must work with
joint programs to ensur@roper examiner training occurs, test sessions are assjgrettest
tickets and materials are delivered to tpeogram, etc.

o If further guidance is necessary, contact the Assessment Administration Division to discuss
scheduling scenarios at least six weeks before your local testing window opens. Additional

1
1

=a =9
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scheduling guidelines and parameters will be provided in supplemental geidar@moranda,
pre-administration webinars, testing manuals, etc.).

Using EOE&LAas a sample, the following are some possible examples of scheduling options for the EOG
Milestones Assessments:
1 Twoday administrationAll students testELASection 1 on Monday anBLASection 2and 3on
Tuesday.
1 Threeday adminigration: All students tst ELA/Section @h Monday Section 2 on Tuesday, and
Section 3 on Wednesday.

Using EOG Mathematics as a sample, the following are some possible examples of scheduling options for
the EOG Milestones Assessments:
1 Oneday administrationAll students take Mathematics/Section 1 in a morning session and
Mathematic/Section 2 in an afternoon sessionAdkstudents take both Mathematics/Sections 1 and
2 in one session that is divided by a break.
1 Twoday administrationAll students test Mathematis/Section 1 on Monday and
Mathematics/Section 2 on Tuesday.

Block schedulindAll students take Mathematics/Section 1 on Monday and take Mathematics/Section 2
on Tuesday using a twaay administration or Cohort A takes Mathematics/Sections 1 and 2 on Monday
and Cohort B takes Mathematics/Sections 1 and 2 on Tuesday, usingdayaeninistration.

Reporting

Results will be provided at the student, class, scheatem and state levels. Student results will be
reported in terms of criteriofrreferenced proficiency designations (i.e degree to which the student
has mastered the statards within each grade and content area using four performance levels). To
provide reliable measures, as well as structure to the end of grade measures, content standards have
been grouped into reporting categories, referred to as domains, based on rsanitgent

characteristics. Additionally, normeferenced scores, designed to signal how Georgia students achieve
relative to their peers nationally, will be provided in the form ofestimatednational percentile rank
range Note that only the criterionreferenced proficiency designations will be used in the educator
effectiveness measures and for state and federal accountalfilittens will first receive preliminary

class rostereportsandindividual student reports (ISRg)electronic formatwith final electronic

reports to follow. PreliminarySRyary from the final ISRs only in that they will not include the student
comparisons to their school, theslystem and the stateSystens willalsoreceive summary reports in
electronic format.

Georgia Milestones and the Promotion, Placement, and Retenti@w

The Georgia Promotion, Placement, and Retention law (O.C.G.A., Seefiet82@hrough 2e2-285)

and SBORule 16&4-2-.11 mandate the following:

9 All thirdgrade students must achieve grade level scores on the -sta@ted assessment in
Reading to b promoted.

1 Allfifth-grade students must have achieved grade level scores in Reading and Mathematics on the
state-adopted assessment to be promoted.

1 All eighthgrade students must have achieved grade level scores in Reading and Mathematics state
adopted asessment to be promoted.

Georgia Milestones will provide a reading grade level designaielowGrade Levadr Grade Level or
Abovg for the purpose of determining eligibility for promotion in the area of reading. In mathematics,
students who attain théeveloping Learngkchievement Level are eligible for promotion to the next
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grade. The learning of these students should be monitored for progress in that next jtesbe
students are not required to, nor should they, participate in the retest admination. Students who
scoreBelow Grade Levid reading and/orin the Beginning Learneachievement level in mathematics
are retained under these provisions and should participate in the EOG retest administration.

Schookystens and charter systems that haelected to waive the Georgia Promotion, Placement, and
Retention law through flexibility contracts with the GaDOE may have local policies governing student
promotion to the next grade and may or may not require a retest administration

Additional information on Georgi@ Promotion, Placement, and Retention law and guidance, is located
on the Policy Division page at the following li@aDOE Policydmotion & Retention

For more information about the EQg&ntent assessmentgontact the AssessmeAdministration
Division a404-656-2668 or 800634-4106.

Endof-Course (EO@ssessmentg Middle/High School

Students enrolled in any of théour core courses identified by the SBOE are required to participate in
the Georgia Milestones EC&3sessmenat the end of each aurse.The core courseisicludethe

following: American Literature and Composition, Algeldi@dordinate Algebra, Biologgnd United

States HistoryThe EOCourse assessmengign with the Georgi@ stateadopted content standards

and include assessment of the specific content knowledge and skills inherent in each course. The EOCs
provide information to help identify student strengths and areas of improvement in learning and

provide data to evaluate the effectiveness of classroom instruction at the schoalyatemlevels. As

such, the measures contribute to the st@&eccountability systemthe CCRPEystens and schools

must have a process in place to ensure that students are being administered the correct test. Errors on
this front carrygrading and accountabilifynplications and may be irreparable.

Results of the EOC, accordinghe legislated anddentified purposes, must:

91 provide a valid measure of student achievement of the state content standards across the full
achievement continuum;

1 serve as the final exam for the course, contributing a percentage weight to the s@deraicourse
grade;

9 provide a clear signal of the studé@hpreparedness for the next course and ultimately post
seconday endeavors (college and career);

9 allow for the detection of the progress made by each student from one assessed course to the next;

9 support and inform edcator effectiveness measures; and

1 inform state and federal accountability measures at the school, system, and state levels.

Additionaluses of the EOC include: (1) certifying student proficiency prior to the awarding of credit for
students enrolling from nomaccredited private schools, home study programs, or othernaditional
educational centers; and (2) allowing eligibtadents b demonstrate competency prior to taking the
course and earn course credit (e#st-outQ. In both cases, students are allotted one administration.

Systems must designate the purpose of each EOC administered through fPa@smission to GZOE
Data Cdections, multiple student (direct) upload to the testing platform, manual entry in the online
testing platform, or by handoding a papepencil answer document. Please refer to the list below for
definitions of each bthe designated purposes
1 Completimn of CourseStudent is completing a current course enrollment associated with an EOC
1 Makeup from previous administrationStudent is completingidnakingupe) their EOC requirement
that stems from a previous EOC admiratibn window
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1 Retest:Student is re¢sting due to a Grade Conversion Score below 70 received during a previous
administration

I TestOut: Student is attempting to demonstrate subject area competency for an EOC course, that
they have not yet taken (as desceibelsewhere in this Habodok and irkeeping with State Board
Rule 1665-1-.15)

9 Validation of Credit:Student is enrolling from a nemccredited home study program, private
school, or norraditional educational entity and requires an EOC Grade Convessae of 70 or

above forthe local gstem to post credit to their transcript (in keeping with State Board Rule5160
1-.15)

The Georgia Milestones E@Ssessmentare administered multiple times annually to accommodate
students completing courses at various stages during the school yeainaadtition, the purposes

listed above. Given the multiple testing windows throughout the school yspecial administratiorss

of the EOCs outside of these windows are not available. To accommodate varying course and school
schedules, mignonth online @sessments will also be available in desigdahonths throughout the

year.The following table illustrates whehe EOCs may be administered for each of the above
mentioned purposes.

Fall Mid-Month (MM) z < SpringMid-Month (MM) = o z %
33 338 33
g = g = S =
August | September | October | November =2 January | February | March =) = §
8= S 55
Completion of
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Course
Makeup from
Previous Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Administration
Valgj;’ztgjitn of Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Test Out Yes Yes Yes Yes
Retest Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Student Administration Guidelines

Any student, regardless of gradkevel, enrolled in an EQourse must take the appropriate Georgia
Milestones EOC measure. This includes the following groups.

91 Completion of Course

0 Students who complete a course at the end of one semastsome block scheduling models
will be tested at the completion of the cose.

0 Students following a traditionally scheduled {&@ek) course will be tested at the end of the
second semester of the course.

o {GdzZRSyda SyNRffSR AgzZLIONBRINE SIB O2WISNEG RN alvd I ER
associated course that the studepreviously failed will be tested at the completion of the
course.

0 Students who fail to earn high school credit for exempted AP/IB courses are not eligible for the
exemption and must take the EOC at the time theyeneoll in the EOC course.

1 NonStandardEnroliments

o Middle school students who are enrolled in an EOC course will be tesegrardless of whether

or not they are awarded high school credit for the course.
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A Middle school studentsust take the associated gradevelcontent EOG and the enrotle
EOC course assessment.

0 Students enrolled in alternative schools and GNETS locations must take the EOC for any EOC
course in which they are enrolled.

0 Students enrolled in a Georgia public schwblle also enrolledn a private school, home study
program,or norttraditional educational center for which they receive graduation credit for one
of the required courses associated with a Georgia Milestones EOC measure must take the EOC.
These students must take the Georgia Milestones EOC regardless of the palkiadl, home
study program, ornofii NI RAGA 2y f SRdzOlI GA2yItisth®@Sy i SNRa | 00!
responsibility of the local school system to determine whether criteria are met for awarding
credit.

o Students enrolling from neaccredited programs, neaccredited schools, or netnaditional
educational entities must earn a grade conversion score of 70 on the Georgia Milestones EOC to
receive credit from the public school for a course associated witkeargia Milestones EOC
measure.

1 Allowable Exemptions

0 Advanced Placement (AP)/International BaccalaureatéiB) Enroliment (DE)

A A student shall be exempt from taking the U.S. History-efacburse assessment if he or
she passes an AIB/'DEU.S. History course for core credit. (State Board Rule316M7
Testing ProgramStudent Assessment).

A All students enrolled in American Literature and Composition, Algebra I/Coordinate Algebra,
and Biology must take the EOC.

A Students who fail to earhigh school credit for exempted AP/IB/DE courses are not eligible
for the exemption and must take the EOC at the time thegmeoll in the EOC courss the
high schoal

A Each local board of education shall establish 70 as the minimum passing score for al
subjects/courses taught in gradesl2 in the public schools of the state as defined in State
Board Rule 16@-2-.13 (Statewide Passing Score).

If there are specific situations that require further discussion,3fi€should contact the Assessment
Divison.

Additional Student Administration Guidelines

Due to changes in school calendars and instructional settings for students due@OWEL9

pandemic thatpotentiallyimpact test administrations, current 2022021 assessment protocol may

require additional flexibility options. In the event of local scenarios that require additiscla¢duling

flexibility, the STC should contact the assigned Assessment Specialist for guidance.

1 Local systems must setdting dates across all schools within thstrict for each course content
assessmenfe.g.course assessmentsust be administered on the same days across the district).

I  Systems may elect a onday or a multipleday administration. All sections must be completed on
the same day or on consecutidays during the same weekt no time, should some students
complete a test one week and another group of students complete the same test the following
week.

$§ The actual time of day for test administration may vary from school to school. Morning and
afternoon test sessions are allowed.

1 Section 1, the Reading and EvideiBzased Writing (REBW) portion of ELA must be administered on
a separate day from (and prior to) the two following sections of ELA (flup&excluded)An
exception to this guidance would ocahould a student need to make up multiple content areas and
there are not enough days left in the local testing window to comply with this requirement.
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1 The system sets the order of administration for the EOC assessments.

i The local calendar can be schéztiaround spring break; however, if a course content testtstar
before spring break, it must be completed before spring break

91 Local systems that participate in joint programs, where students are enrolled from two or more
systems (such as career acadesni@NETS, or other similar entities), must engage in collaborative
planning regarding how their local testing calendars relate to the joint program. To the greatest
degree possible, these sites must adhere to the scheduling principles addressed in tihiedlan

Diligent attention must be given to the development of a schedule that protects the security and

integrity of the test administration. Systems should regularly review school scheduling practices to

ensure secure test administration.

0 Students must b assigned test sessions based on FTE enrollment. The district to which the
student is assigned for FTE enrollment is responsible for all testing activities and must work with
joint programs to ensure proper examiner training occurs, test sessions agaedsindtest
tickets and materials are delivered to the program, etc.

o If further guidance is necessary, contact the Assessment Administration Division to discuss
scheduling scenarios at least six weeks before your local testing window dyiisonal
scheduling guidelines and parameters will be provided in supplemental guidance (memoranda,
pre-administration webinars, testing manuals, etc.).

EOC Timing Parameters for All content Areas

The typical testing time represents the range of time most students will use to complete the
assessmentf needed, however, studestire allowed up to the maximunestingtime to complete the
assessment

Typical Max
Content Area Section Testing Tesing
Time Time
1 4565 90
ELA 2 40-60 80
3 40-60 80
1 3050 65
Math 2 3050 65
Science 1 20-30 40
2 20-30 40
: . 1 1525 35
Social Studies 5 1505 35

Maintaining test security and test integrity is critictudents and teachers need tmderstand test
protocols and the ramifications of not following testing proceduddtowing flexibility in the scheduling

of the EOC, to meet the variety of school schedules that exist, is dependent upon everyone involved in
the administration protectinghe integrity of the programTotal administration time for the tests is
abovewith additional time needed for pradministration and posadministration activities such as
materials distribution and collection

Aside from the administration of the tesidditional time is required for disseminating materials and
other test administration protocols, such as reading the directions to stud&sgendent upon the
scheduling model in place in their school/systetndents may complete Sectiorisand 2in dayone or
Sectionl in day one and Sectidghin day two.
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Using the EOC Biology as a sample, the following are some possible examples of scheduling options for

the EOC Milestones Assessments:

1 Oneday administrationAll students take Biology/Section 1 in aming session and
Biology/Section 2 in an afternoon sessiorAdirstudents take both Biology/Sections 1 and 2 in one
session that is divided by a break.

1 Twoday administrationAll students test Biology/Section 1 on Monday and Biology/Section 2 on
Tuesdg during scheduled class periods.

1 Block schedulin@All students take Biology/Section 1 on Monday and take Biology/Section 2 on
Tuesday using a twday administration or Cohort A takes Biology/Sections 1 and 2 on Monday and
Cohort B takes Biology/Sections 1 and 2 on Tuesday, using@agraministration.

Alternative School Settings

Students enrolled in alternative school settings (@ight school programs) will be tested during the
state testing window. The schedule may be altered from the system test dates to meet the alternative
program coursescheduleif needed. For example, the system may be using adayeadministration;

the night school may need to use a twlay administration.

Grading

A studenf final grade in an EOC course will be determined using a combination of the Quglele

in the course, (as stated by the course teacher) and the EOC score. The final grade in the course will be
calculated using the teacher grade as 80% and the EOC score as 20% of the final grade (or 15% where
applicable by State Board Rule). Students must aaf@ or higher as thénal coursegrade to pass the

course and earn course credit.

Students who repeat an EOC course, would participate in the EOC at the end of the repeated course
given that the EOC serves as the final exé&dchools that award 1.0 crigdipon completion of a year

long course, should average the EOC as 20% of the final grade. Schools that award 0.5 credit at the end
of the first semester, and 0.5 credit at the end of the second semester, should average the EOC in as
20% of the final secw semester course grade. Please consult Board Ruld-2623 (STATEWIDE

PASSING SCORE) regarding the inclusion of EOC Grade Conversion scores on report cards.

If a student is not present for an EOC administration (main or fmdnth), the system may issuan
Incomplete and allow the student to test during subsequenttesting window (main omid-month

within the same semesteor school yea). Thesubsequentest window should not eend significantly
beyond theinstructional periodUnexcused absences should not be consideygaropriate reasoning

for excessive opportunities faests or retestsThis Incomplete may remain as the stud@rtourse

grade until their testing requirement is fulfilled. If, after attempts have been madate the student

test in an administrationwindow, the student does not take the EOC, the course grade shall reflect that
the student did not participate in the test. The system may issue a zero as 20% of the final course grade.
There should be sufficiemtocumentation to indicate the student was notified of testing opportunities
and did not participateThe EOC is Geor@iassessment utilized for federal high school accountability.
As a result, systems must provide for the participation of all studentzampletion of an EOCourse.

Demonstrating Subject Area Competendyl €stingOute)

As provided for in State Board of Education Rule3-6015 (AWARDING UNITS OF CREDIT AND
ACCEPTANCE OF TRANSFER CREDIT AND/OR GRADES) adopted by the Boardhe April 2013,
opportunity exists for students to demonstrate subject area competed®gicoute) for any course for
which there is arassociated EOC and earn credit for the course through that process. Students who
reach theDistinguished Learneachievement levelill have reached the required threshold for the
awarding of course credit.
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Under the provisions of the Rule agdidelinesjocalboards of education shall award course credit to
students who reach a designated performance level on an EOC taken prior to taking the course. For
example, a student may attempt the Biology EOC prior to taking the course. If the student reaches the
Distinguished Learneachievement level, the local board of education shall award the student the
Biology course credit. A student may testt of any course that has an associated EOC. As stated in this
Rule, students may earn no more than three units of crbgdilemonstrating subject area competency

in this fashion.

Students must meet the following eligibility requirements to exercise this option:

1. Not currently or previously enrolled in the course;

2. Have earned a grade of B or better in the most recent cotivaeis the same content area of the
course for which the student is attempting the EOC;

3. Received a teacher recommendation from the teacher of the most recent course in the same
content area (or, if not available, a teacher in the same content area wilvledge of the
student® academic achievement) for which the student is attempting the EOC; and

4. Received parent/guardian permission if the student is less than 18 years of age.

Schools should carefully consider which students would benefit from suop@ortunity and advise
accordingly. As part of the advisement process, schools should consider the likelihood for success in
future courses that may require knowledge and skills that are inherent within the course. In addition,
the studenf@ postsecondaryplans and needs must be considered. The-tagtoption should not be
exercised for students without deliberation and clear evidence of the likelihood of student success both
on the test itself and in future coursework/endeavors. Students who do not iineetligibility criteria

above must not be assessed for this purpose.

When allowing students to attempt to earn course credit through testing out, local boards of education

shall:

1. Allow eligible studentsnly one opportunity per courseto demonstrate subject area competency.

2. Systems must utilize only the GaDOE designated administration windows for this purpose and all
administrations must be conducted online.

3. Local systems will be required to identify individuatudents who are testig for this purpose
when the student is registered in the online platfornThis is critical to ensure the proper
designation of the test for scoring and reporting purposes. Failure to do so may result in additional
fees being invoiag to the systemto correct data file/report errors.

4. Require students who do not reach the designated achievement legiktihguished Learnavhen
attempting to testout to enroll in and complete the associated course when applicable. The student
would again take the EOC at the conclusion of that course experience regardless of their score
during their attempt to testout. As outlined in longtanding guidance for the previous EOCT
program Guidance Georgia State Board of Education Rule-360.15 Awarding Units of Credit and
Acceptance of Transfer Credit and/or Gradeslated January 5, 201,8&0C scores mayot be
banked.

5. As stipulated in the Guidelines previously issued for this Board rule, systems/schools shall not allow
students who are currently enrolled, or who have previously been enrolled, in a Heledrcourse
to attempt to earn credit by testingud.

6. The administration of all EOCs for this purpose must adhere to the syQdotal EOC testing
calendar. This stipulation is critical to ensure test securifor example, students takiramn
approved EO®@r the purposes of testing out must be administered the test on the same day or
consecutive days that the system is administetimg samé&OC to all other students.
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7. Systems should develop a local policy to address instances where a student has opteto t
and has achieved thBistinguished Learnexchievement level, but then decides that they prefer to
take the course instead. Should systems permit students to do this, they must notify the GaDOE
Assessment Administration Division and incur the ctustshe studenf@ testout administration.

Systems and schools will incur no charge for students who meet the eligibility criteria and achieve the
Distnguished Learneachievement level. Systems and schools will incur a charge for students who fail to
achieve this designated achievement level. The established fee is $50.00 per test.

As stipulated in the previously issued Guidelines related to this rule, local boards of education may
develop policies related to the collection of these costs from parenttudents, provided that such
policies require school or scha®lstempersonnel to inform the parent or student of potential costs
prior to the EOC administration.

The opportunity for students to testut may be offered by local school systems duripgcsfied EOC
Mid-Month windows and during the annual Summer Main Administration. This optioot svailable
during the Winter or Spring Main Administians. Systems and schools must plan accordingly.

All test administrations for this purpose must be donted onlinelt is critical,and required,that
schools code thé&Purpose field asdTestOute for all such test administrations that occur.

Systems myarequest paper/pencil materials, such as Braille, for a student withcamenteddisability
that prevents the student from accessing the assessment in an online format. A requastfidoans
must be made a minimum débur weeksprior to the planned tst administration. Please note that the
online test format includes allowable settings to deliver a large font version.

End of Course Administration to Transfer Students

As stated in State Board Rule 168-.15 (AWARDING OF UNITS OF CREDIT AND ACCBEFFTANCE
TRANSFEEREDIT AND/OR GRADES) and supporting guidelines issued by GaDOE, local boards of
education shall administer the EOC to students enrolled in a Georgia public sdhiechlso enrolledn

a private school, home study pnagn, or nontraditional educational centers for which they receive
graduation credit for one of the required courses associatétl an EOC. These students must take the
EOC regardless of the private school, home study program, etraditional educatiorl cente@
accreditation status. #an example, a student is enrolled in a public high school and attends an
accredited private school in the evenings taking American Literature. This student is requirke theaa
American Literature EOC before recefyiaredit fran the public school for that course because the
student was enrolled in both institutions at the same tirltds the responsibility of the local school
system to determine whether criteria are met for awarding credit.

Local boards of education shall mefjuire students who enroll in a Georgia public school from

accredited schools to take and pass the EOC to receive credit for a course associated with an EOC unless
the student was concurrently enrolled in a Georgia pubthool while taking the course at

accredited private school. As an example, a student was enrolled in an accredited private school and
received credit for Biology. Upon enroliment in a Georgia public school, this studentesigalen

course credit for Biology (and no EBCequired)as the private school was accredited by an entity listed

in Board rule at the time the student earned the credit.

Local boards of education shall require students who enroll fromrawmedited private schools, home
study programs, or other netraditional educational centers to take the EOC and earn a minimum of 70
grade conversion score to receive credit for the course. A student enrolling from-accoedited
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school may receive one test administration opportunity to demonstrate proficitmearn cralit for a

course that requires the EOC. If the student does not pass the EOC on that administration, the local
board of education shall not grant credit for that course. If the course is required to be eligible to receive
a high school diploma, the studesihall enroll in the course and take the EOC at the completion of the
course.Local policy may also specify additional criteria for acceptance of transfer credit for currently
enrolled students.

EOC Retest Administratien

Eligibility for retests

Students vino received @rade Conversion Score below 70 are eligible to participate in EOC retest
administrations.

Consideration should be given to whether a retest would be in a st@®l&est interestStudents are

not required to participate in retest administrationsStudents whaypassed (Grade Conversion Score

of 70 or above) the EOC are not eligible to retest, regardless of whether they passed the course or not.
The decision about the use of EOCaeast results in amending an original course grade is a local one.

Eligible students may participate in a retest administration only avitain the samesemesteror
schoolyearin which the student was enrolled in the associated cowih the exception bthe
summer and August michonth administraion. Thesubsequenttest window should not extend
significantly beyond the instructional period. Unexcused absences should not be considered
appropriate reasos for excessive opportunities for tests or retestBor example, a student who did
not obtain a Grade Conversion score of 70 or abarethe Biology EOC in Wint2e20is eligible to
participate in any of th&pring midmonth windows that follow the Winte2020 administrationwithin
the 2020-2021 school year. The student is limited to one retest opporturftystems/Schools should
document their processes and attempts to notify students of their retest opportunity.

Administration of Retests

All EOC retest administrations must be administeredline and should occur only after a period of
targeted remediation. Systems may request paper/pencil materials for a student with a disability that
prevents the student from accessing the assessment in an online format. Braille and lisargellHye
avalablefor students who require these formats. Please note that the online platicandeliver a

large print version through scalable fonts. Retest administrations will be offered multiple times during
the year as part of the MitMlonth administrations andhe Summer Main Administration. Systems may
retest at any time during these windows but must adhere to the standard scheduling guidelines
discussed earlier in the EOC portion of this Handbook.

Students may NOT retest during the same administration as thiginal test administration. For
instance, a student who scores belaw0 during the October MitMonth may NOT retest during the
November MidMonth. It is critical,and required,that schools code th&Purpose field asoRetest for
all such test administrations that occur.

While the presence of multiple windows to adnster retests is designed to allow systems to customize
their local remediation opportunities, they are not intended to allow for an excessive period of time
between the conclusion of the course, the original EOC administrationthenetest. The

administration of retests should adhere to the parameters noted in the tahléhe next page
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Fall MidMonth (MM) Spring MidMonth (MM) Reteg
Retestin| Retestin | Retestin| Retestin WlnFer Retestin | Retest in Retest in Spn'ng During
Main Main Summer
August | September | October | November January | February March Main
SI\FA’T\'A”Q Fall MM | Fall MM Spring MM
- - - No - - - No
Orlglr)al EQC Sprl_ng Sprl_ng Retests Wm@er WlnFer WlnFer Retests | Spring Main
Administration Main Main Main Main Main
Allowed Allowed
Summer Summer Summer
Main Main Main

For examplea student takingan EOGuring the Spring Main administration bstores below a 70 is
eligiblefor retest during theSummer Mairandor Fall MidMonth administrations A student taking an
EOC during the Winter Main administration but scores below a 70 is eligible for retasy the Spring
Mid-Month andor Summer Main administrations.

Retests mayNOTbe conducted during th&ring andwinter Main Administration windows. All students
who are eligible to retest should do so after having completed a targeted period of remediation
designed by their local system/school. However, a student should not be denied the opportunity to
retest as a result of neparticipation in remediationEor eligible students who did not retest, there
shouldbe sufficient documentation tindicate the student was notified of opportunities to retest and
did not participateand formal assignment of a gradeplied It is recommended that parents/guardians
are notifiedof the opportunities to retestStudents in or returning from Hospital Hob@und services
may require flexibility. STCs are encouraged to discuss individual cases with the assigned GaDOE
Assessment Specialist for guidance.

Reporting

Results will be provided at the student, class, scheatem and state levels. Student results will be
reported in terms of criteriofrreferenced proficiency designations (i.e degree to which the student
has mastered the standards within each cauusing four performance levels). To provide reliable
measures, as well as structure to the end of cowrssessmentontent standards have been grouped
into reporting categories, referred to as domains, based on similar content characteristics. Aaltjition
norm-referenced scores, designed to signal how Georgia students achieve relative to their peers
nationally, will be provided in the form of a national percentdage Note that only the criterion
referenced proficiency designations will be usethia educator effectiveness measures and for state
and federal accountabilitysystens will first receive preliminarglass rostereportsand individual
student reports (ISR®) electronic formatwith final electroniareports to follow. PreliminaryfSRvary
from the final ISRs only in that they will not include the student comparisons to their school, their
system and the stateSystens willreceive summary reports in electronic format.

For more information about the EOC measures, contact the AssesgmanhistrationDivision at
404-656-2668 or 800634-4106.
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National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

Overview Grades 4, 8, and 12
The National Assessment of Educational ProgreA&R)l is a congressionally mandated project overseen
by the National Center for Education Statistics, a branch of the U.S. Department of Education
Commonly knowrasThe Natior@ Report CardfAEP has collected nationally representative data since
1969 about what American school children know and can do in a variety of key subjeciNak&ds

shows patterns of student achievement over time in core content areas, such as reading, writing,
mathematics, and scienc& AEP is the only egoing study that tracks trends in student achievement at
the elementary, middle, and high school levels.

The assessments follow subjexiea frameworks developed by tidational Assessment Governing
Board (NAGBjnduse the latest advances in assessment methodology. These assessments are
distinguished from NAEP Lofigrm Trend(LTTwhich, although national, uses frameworks and
guestions that remain constant over time.

National NAEP
National NAEP reports informatidor the nation and specific geographic regions of the country. It
includes students drawn from both public and nonpublic schools

The national sample is a subset of the combined sample of students assessed in each participating state,
plus an additionalample from the states that did not participate in the state assessment. This

additional sample ensures that the national sample is representative of the total national student
population.

State NAEP

Since 1990, NAEP assessments have also been condudfied tesults for participating statel its
content, the state assessment is identical to the assessment conducted natiGgligsentative
samples of students are selected for each participating jurisdiction/state.

Like the national assessment, stdNAEP does not provide individual scores for the students or schools
assessed. Instead, NAEP provides results about subpgtter achievement, instructional experiences,
and school environment, and reports these results for populations of studentddarth graders) and
subgroups of those populations (ergale students or Hispanic students).

The2021 assessment will includibe math andreadingfor grades 4 and 8 for state resuli&he
assessment windovs January 2% March 5, 202ZJandincludesnational testing at grade 8 in civics and
United States History

Federal and State Requirements

Georgi® participation in the NAEP assessment is required b B@EState Board Rule 1691-.07,
and is also required by Georgia law, O.C.G.Aidde20-2-281 NAEP patrticipation in the biennial
assessment in reading and mathematics at grades 4 and 8 is required by fedeEEbBMR1 Title |
Part A, Sedl111 and HR 1 Title VI, Part A.

Test AdministrationAccommodations Provided in NAEP

Accommodations in the testing environment or administration procedures are provided for students
with disabilities and students with limited English proficien&yist of allowable accommodations is in
the Assessing Special Populations section of thisuadan

Georgia Department of Education
Page71 of 155wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved



Ways Educators Can Use NAEP Results in Their Work

1 Item Maplinks released questions (by selected subject and grade) to scale score map

1 About one third of items from each assessment are released each year and residéNisERe
Questions Todllatabase, released items include answer keys, scoring guides, contentcnas®
descriptions, jurisdiction performance and student exemplars

{1 Interactive Itemdrom computerbased assessments

f Test Yourselfvith questions from each of the assessed subjects

1 Customizable tables and graphics to display results throU§EP Data Explorer

For more information about NAEP see theb site athttp://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/aboutbr
you may go to the GaDOE NAEP sit&lational Assessment of Educational Progress (NMdfiehal
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

For more information abouNAEP contact the AssessmeAdministrationDivision at 404656-2668 or
800-634-4106.
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FORMATIVRASSESSMENIPTIONS ANBESOURCES

DRC BEACON

Overview Grades 3
DRC BEACON itheoughyear, computer adaptive, formative interim assessment system in ELA and
mathematics in grades-8that measures progress throughout the school year, allowing educators to
target instruction and make informed decisions. It is mapped to the Geot@ia@&ds of Excellence
(GSE), adjusts difficulty to meet students where they are, and minimizes testing time. BEACON can be
administered multiple times throughout the school year, providing projected growth data and
pinpointing skill areas needing more atition. It isalsoadministered on the same platform as Georgia
Milestones, and includes the same universal tools and accommodabétS.BEACON is based on the
foundational model of teaching and learning with a continuous cycle of teaching, assessaugingbn
the data and reteaching as necessary. Interim or benchmark assessments are partgidiigh
teaching.

Description

DRC BEACON is a comp#gaptive test, which allows for greater precision across a wide range of
achievement levels. Item dii€ulty adjusts to student ability and pinpoints a realistic indication of
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individualized data in a shorter period of time. Fewer test items are needed tordisesults while still

ensuring that students are assessed according to the test blueprints, or standards that need to be

covered. Reports come back with specific data identifying student strengths and weaknesses. This

means useful data to inform instruoti with more time saved for instruction and learning.

Further, e adaptive nature dDRCBEACON makes it appropriate for students with a wide range of
skills and needs. In BEACON, students have access to the ifdasging list of accessibility tools én
accommodations that they are accustomed to using with Georgia Milestones. These tools and
accommodations fulfill the universal design principles as presented by the National Center on
Educational Outcomes and are updated based on user needs and techeologncements.

Reporting

DRC BEACON provides a robust reporting system allowing teachers, school leaders, and district leaders
to carefully design instructional programs and interventions based on formative Ta¢seporting

system also allows for inddualization of data analysi$eachers, in collaboration with parents and

students, can set goals and plan instructional interventions to assist students in making the greatest
growth in academic achievement. School and district leaders can monitor dagggand the progress

of students, classrooms, and schools over time, informing school and district improvement planning.

For more information aboubDRC BEACQO®&bntact theAssessment Administration Division at
404-656-2668 or 800634-4106.
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Keenville

Overview Grades 1, 2

Georgia law (O.C.G.A., Section22081) requires that each local school system administer a research

based formativeassessment with a summative component that is tied to performance indicators in

English language arts and mathematics in grades one and two. This rebaaethassessment shall

provide for realtime data analysis for students, teachers, school leaderd paments; allow flexible

grouping of students based on skill level; and measure student progress towardlgvatiexpectations
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assessment in grades one amabt Local school systems may elect to use Keenville, or another research

based formative assessment, to comply with state statute.

Description

Keenville is a gameased formative assessment for students in first and second gradesniitvstive
assessment will provide educators an alternative to traditional assessment routines while providing an
assessment platform that students will enjoy. Educators will receivetiraalfeedback as students

interact with the games.

During gameplaystudents will encounter the Keens, the Hoving avatars, and their friends, the

Peachlings, who all live and play in the world of Keenville. The Keens and Peachlings will encourage
DS2NHAII Qa4 FANRG YR aS02y R 3INI Rusks adighetoFEyolish G2 yI OA
language arts (ELA) and mathematics standards. Students will receive engaging, motivational feedback

as they progress through the games within the Keenville watdommodations are permitted for

students with IEPs and 504 Plaswell as for English learners with accommodations. Teachers should
consider any other necessary accommodations for individual students.

Purpose

Keenville provides Georgia educators of first and second grade students a formative measure on
essential liteacy and numeracy skills gained in the early grades. As a classroom resource, Keenville is
designed to promote teaching and learning, guide differentiated instructional practices, and maximize
student learning.

Accessing Keenville
Keenville is available @ll first and second grade students, teachers, and administrators via the
Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS).

Testing Windows
There are no statenandated testing windows for Keenville. Keenville is designed to be dorear
formative assessment, i games assigned to students after instruction has occurred.

Testing Materials
There are no prgrinted test booklets, as Keenville games are administered onlineKéaeville User
Guideincludes details about the content assessed with each game.

Keenvile Dashboard
Teachers have the option of generating reports via an interactive dashboard at any time during the year.
These reports may be used for instructional planning, Student Support Team (SST) or parent
conferences. Teachers can filter student oisslarogress reports by domain, strand or standard, as well
as review student progress by game. Teachers can also export a student progress report that displays
yearlong progress in each gam@ample reports are provided in theeenville User GuidPart 4
TeacheiDashboard
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School and System leaders may also generate reports at any time during the year. School leaders can
select reports by school, grade, teacher/class, or student, while system leaders can select reports by
system, school, gradégacher/class, or student.

For more information abouKeenville contact theAssessment Administration Division at 4886-2668
or 800634-4106.
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Formative Instructional Praicces Online Professional Learning (FIP)

Overview

TheOfficefor Assessment and Accountability offers opportunities for online professional learning about
classroordbased formative assessment to support a quality implementation of the stdtpted

content standards. This learning opportunity was launched statemi@®132014 asGeorgia FIP: The
Keys to Studeruccesd-IP offers a blended model for professional learning to develop assessment
literacy skills that assistith understanding and using a balanced assessment sy3thencontent ir-IP
online learningcoursesstronglyemphasizes the interrelatedness of curtiom, instruction and
assessmeniSinceF2014, educators have enrolled in more th2®4,842FIP online learning courses.

Content in Georgia FIP: The Keys to Student Sudetgs/www.gadoe.org/Curriculuminstruction
and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
Five sequential Foundations Courses assist teacheasheg and leaders in learning to use intentional
instructional and assessment behaviors to teach standards and accurately gather information about
student learning to plan the next steps for instruction. For leaders and coaches, FIP offers an additional
course beyond the Foundation Courses to further develop a district or schoolwide common language
about FIP and provide appropriate support to teachers to implement FIP well during the change process.
Leaders and coaches can download FIP Facilitation GandeBarticipate Materials to lead professional
learning communities on the content in each course. After the Foundations Courses, educators can
refine use of FIP by enrolling in any of the additiortat@urses based on student needs and
professional growht goals. Additional courses targetesof FIP by grade bands and content areas,
special populations, and offer guidance on how to create and use oral, wrttehselected response
assessments, and performanbased, and rubribased assessments. Onlilearning time per course
ranges from one to two hour&eorgiaFIP online learning courses are primarily organized as a series of
related professional learning topics as listed below.
9 FIP Foundations Series (5 core courses and additional course for Laelad&saches)
9 Creating Clear Learning Targets Seffemurses by grade band and ELA/Mathematics)
1 Reaching Every Student Series (3 courses on special education, EL and gifted learners)
1 Designing Sound Assessments Series (9 courses on oral, writteredetsgonse, and

performance and rubribased assessments)
1 Implementing EvidenceBased Grading (1 course)

Accessing FIP Online Professional Learning

FIPis onlyavailablethroughthe webpage link above. IR2017, Georgia FIP online learning content was
significantly enhanced through a GaD@ador partnership and FIP modules became known as FIP

courses. Georgia FIP revised courses are accessible to educators through unique district office and

school access codd-IP is also accessible to all educators because of 508 compliance feAtgess

codes are based on the role of the educator as either a leader (administrative) or a teacher (learner).

Both administrators and teachers can take courses after creatirigdividual online learning account

using their rolebased FIP access code and work email address, but only those with a FIP administrative
account cartake courses anthonitor the online learning progress of staff. To create a FIP individual

onlineleard y 3 | O02dzy i @oAGK | dzyAljdzS | 0O0Saa geRSz dzaS |

Rolebaseddistrict office and schoclinique FIP access codes are in the GaDOE Portal Account of the

STFT NBO2NR 6AUK DI5h9d CLt O2RS& I NB dzyRSNJ a5A4a0!
down toward the end for the portal notification about FIP access cod€ke codes are based on the

RA & 0 NA QigitQtate idektiNdat®n number and eic & O K 2 lifjitGtate idledtdizidtion number.

FIP access codes do not expidew Schools and FIP Accdsa new school needs a set of FIP access

codes, email the Assessment Specialist for FIP as indicated below. Provide the name of the district and
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digit state identification code. Th@aDORssessment Specialist will work with the ventibhave a set

of FIP codes created for the new school andme this information to theSTCThenew school will be

added to the Georgia FIP online learning portal.

It is recommended that th&TGhare this page on FIP Professional Learning with the Curriculum
Director, Professional Learning Director, Title | @0og and others who support school improvement
efforts. For more information about FIP, email tGaDORssessment Specialist for FIP at:
kharriswright@doe.k12.ga.us
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TestPad

Overview

TestPacdtontains test items related to the content standards assessed by the Georgia Milestones
Assessment System and NAEP. Teachers and administrators miagstRado develop formative and
benchmark assessments aligned to the s@&tntent standardio assist in informing instruction.
TestPads available throughout the school year and resides in the Statewide Longitudinal Data System
(SLDS).

ltems

TestPadbffers released items from Georgia assessments and similar assessments from other states
along with items released for this use by NAEstPadalso includes formative and benchmark items
that were developed in recent years through past initiatives. These particular items are intended to
provide examples of tasks/items that assess the rigor of the &atentent standards in English
Language As;, Mathematics, Science, and Social StudiestPad allows educators the ability to create
their own test items for use on formative assessments.

TestPadilso includes constructed response (CR) items. These items will allow teachers to assess in a
way that goes beyond Geord@longstandingmultiple-choice format. These items, like the secure CR
items used on operational tests, have been reviewed by Georgia educators.

TestPadtem Collections/Levels

TestPads comprised of two banks of test items. Theacher Collectiomf TestPads secure and

accessible to teachers for creation of tests to evaluate students as they complete instructional units or
sequences of instruction. Teachers may design these tests to be taken in class or at ho8\estdime
Colletion is available foSTCsind Curriculum Coordinators to create and assign tests to distribute to an
entire district. Within the System CollectiofestPadvill offer pre-built assessments to

schools/systems.

User Creation

To gain access fbestPadusersenter through their locaStudent Information System (SI@hdthen
selectSLDSSchool districts assign individual accessTestPadStudents willog into the SLDS Student
t 2Nt yR Ot AO1 2y GKS ac¢SadAay3aeg A02y o

User Documentation & Technical Assistan
Several documents to assist in the us& eétPacdhre posted athttps://www.gadoe.org/Technology
Services/SLDS/Pages/TestPEBiningand-Support.aspx

Technical assistance is provided by the GaDOE Help Desk@6®0011 ordticket@doe.k12.ga.us
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OTHERASSESSMENOPTIONS ANBSSESSMENITERACIRESOURCES

College Admissions Placement Tests

PSAT/NMSQ®

The PSAT/NMSQT® is part of an integrated system of tests in the Colled@ Batesigned SAT Suite of
Assessmentdlests include the SAT®, PSAT/NMSQT®, PSAT 10, and PSIas8&sments are on a
common score scale which makes it easier to consistently measure grade appropriate reading, writing
and language, and math skills

For students, results from the PSAT/NMSQT® are a powerful tool for setting academic goals, promoting
and developing college/career readiness and selecting-pesbndary optionsThe Individual Student

Score Report provides an evaluatiorstident<xkills and college/career readiness, and information

about Advanced Placement (API&js://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/educatprs addition,
studentLindividual perfemance data on the PSAT/NMSQT® is linked to AP® Potential, a tool that
identifies students who are likely to succeed in Advanced Placement (AP®) cSulsesd

administrators may also use AP® Potential to determine which AP® courses to offer in laial scho

Cosponsored by the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation, the PSAT/NMSQT®
provides an opportunity for eleventlyrade students to compete for scholarships and recognition based

on their PSAT/NMSQT® performangkstudents partighating in the SAT®, PSAT/NMSQT®, BEAT

PSAB/9 assessments have access to practice questions and personalized, free SAT® study resources at
Khan Academyhftps://www.khanacademy.org/sat

Roadtrip Natbn, a career guidance tool, is available to PSATiadstrs.
(https://collegeboard.roadtripnation.con)/ Students also have access to BigFuture, a tool used to
examine programs available at colledb#ps://bigfuture.collegeboard.org).

Through the Online Reporting Portal, educators have access to a variety of data that analyzes
performances of individual students as well as the whole scishn academic diagnostic tool,
PSAT/NMSQT® data is useful in evaluating college/career readiness, targeting areas for interventions,
and designing and implementing strategies that enhance instruction and improve student achievement.

Schedule workshops abt the SAT Suite of Assessments with GaDOE staff listed below.

SAT®

The SAT® is part of the integrated system of tests in the College@®ueddsigned SAT Suite of
Assessmentdlests include the SAT®, PSAT/NMSQT®, PSAT 10, and PSkas8&sment@re on a
common score scale which makes it easier to consistently measure grade appropriate reading, writing
and language, and math skills that students have developed over 8%E® scores may be used as a
tool to predict the academic performance of serts in collegdevel classeskey components include
understanding words in context, measuring close reading by interpreting, synthesizing and using
evidence in a variety of sources, and demonstrating mastery of quantitative math skills through
problemsdving, data analysis, linear equations/systems, and geometric/trigonometric skills.
Because of the reliability and validity of the SAT®, data reports may be used to interpret individual
scores within the broader context of aggregate scores and test pedoces across groups of college
bound seniors and to study educational and demographic changes.

Allstudentscompleting SAT®, PSAT/NMSQT®, PEAT PSAB/9 assessments have access to practice
guestions and personalized, free SAT® study resources ati¢hdamy
(https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
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Although most public fouyear colleges and universities in Georgia require the SAT® or the ACT® as
college entrance exam, each postsecondary institution determisesvn standards and test
requirements for admissiarAs a result of the 2016 redesigned SAT Suite of Assessments, the SAT®
essay is an optional componei@ome colleges many require students to complete the SAT® essay on
which students read a passagepain the development of an argument in the passage and support
that argument with evidence.

Students may register for the SAT® onlinbtgis://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/seghister.

Find papeiregistration instructions alittps://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/registerfnyail.

For more information, contact the Southern Regional Officenef College Board at 77225-4028.

ACT®

The ACT® Assessment is designed to assess understanding andtiigh#tinking skills in English,
Mathematics, Reading, and Science reasaniing ACT® reflects studef¥kills and achievement levels
as products of their high school experiences and serves as a measure of their preparation for academic
coursework beyond high scho@dCT® results are used by postsecondary institutions across the nation
for admissions, acadeic advising, course placement, and scholarship decisions (2016GA@ENtly,

most public fouryear colleges and universities in Georgia require the SAT® or the ACT® as a college
entrance examinationEach postsecondary institution determines its stamidaand test requirements

for admissionStudents may register for the ACT® using a paper registration form available from their
school counselor or online attp://www.actstudent.org Information for school admistrators is

located athttp://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educatorsand-administrators.html Contact ACT®
online athttp://www.act.org/content/act/en/contact-act.html.

Advanced Placement (AP®) Exams

The Advanced Placement (AP®) program is designed to provide high school students with opportunities
to earncollege or postsecondary credit and/or to determine appropriate placement in postsecondary
programs The College Board sponsors the AP® program with technical operational services provided by
Educational Testing Services (ETS) in Princeton, New.Jemse€pllege Board prepares an Annual
Summary Report of data from state and national AP® programs, including performance on AP® exams.
Scores on AP® exams range from 1 to 5, wis€ é&ndicating that the examineis dextremely well

qualified€ A score ofi3¢ or higher is usually considered to be a qualifying score for possible college
credit and/or placementMany colleges and universities vary in credits awarded for qualifying scores;
however, each college and universigtits own policies abut awarding credit and placemen¥any of

these policies can be searched on College BRaB® Student webpage listed below, along with further
information on the specific courses available, the current exam schedule, and tips on preparing for the
exam:https://apstudent.collegeboard.org

Contact Information for PSAT, SAT®, ACT® and AP®aji&Department of Education:
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculurinstructionand-Assessment/Curriculurand
Instruction/Pages/CollegReadiness.aspx

Georgia Department of Education
PageB0 of 155wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved


https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/by-mail
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/contact-act.html
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/College-Readiness.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/College-Readiness.aspx

Lexile Scores

TheGaDOE has linkele Lexil€ Framework for Reading with the Georgia Milestones Assessment
Program via the English Language Arts (ELA) assessments in grades 3 tiErO@gs &ell as in the

high school American Literature and ComposiDCDuring the early months of 2015, studeffitem

a representative sample of schools across the state participated in the administration of a Lexile test a
few weeks prior to the Georgia Milestones administratibairing the summer of 2015, the two test files
were merged and matchetd understand tle relationship between the Georgia Milestones ELA scale
and the Lexil8BFramework The results of this studyroducedinformation that allows students to

receive a Lexile score along with their Georgia Milestones ELA scale score without having to take a
separate Lexile assessment each year

What Lexile informationis reported via the Georgia Milestones Assessment Progfam
ThereportedLexile informatiorisvery similar to what has been reported in the pdstlividual student
reports show a Lexilscoreanda Lexile reading rang&his Lexile score is derived from reading and
vocabulary items taken on the Georgia Milestones ELA assessment.

What is a Lexile?

A Lexile is a standard score that matches a stu@awtiding ability with difficulty of texhaterial

Lexiles typically range between 200L and 1706kile text below 200L represents beginnmegding
material, and a studef® Lexile score may have a number in the 100s or the B&tA Lexile can be
interpreted as the level of book that a stedt can read with 75% comprehensidixperts have

identified a 75% comprehension level as offering the reader a certain amount of comfort and yet still
offering a challenge.

Lexiles and College and Career Readiness

TheGaDOR content standards promote thastudents should be ready for college and career after high
school The most important factor for readiness is a stud@rability to read and understand texts of
steadily increasing complexity as they progress through sciibel Lexil&Framework provids valuable
insights into student readiness by measuring both the complexity of college and career texts and a
student@ ability to comprehend these texts.

The LexilBFramework now reflects text complexity expectations for a stu@ergadiness for college

and career, and these are known as tiséretché Lexile bandsThe stretch bands of the Lexile

Framework show an upward trajectory of reading comprehension devetopthrough the grades with

the goal that all students should be reading at the college and career readiness level by no later than the
end of high schoollo promote student literacy gains, teachers and parents should encourage students

to not only read éxts within the appropriate gradkevel Lexile band but to also challenge themselves by
reading texts at a higher complexity level or within the stretch Lexile baNwte: Thecharton the next

pageis from:https:// www.lexile.com
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Grage  College & Career Reaﬂ

GStretcle Lexile Bands
190L to 530L
420L to 650L
520L to 820L
740L to 940L
830L to 1010L
925L to 1070L
970L to 1120L

1010L to 1185L
1050L to 1260L
10 1080L to 1335L
11 and 12 1185L to 1385L

=
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The Lexile information in the table above helps educators and parents determine what text is
appropriate for each grade and what rigor of text students should be reading that will stretch them and
help them gain in literacy skills.

How will knowing a studenf Lexile score hel

These Lexile measures can be used to match readers with texts targeting the Queening ability;

such targeting of reading material is essential for growth in reading ability and helps to monitor student
progress towards reading

Students are more comfortable when they read texts that match their Lexile ldsiglg Lexile

measures, educators can assign and recommend reading materials that will help students develop
stronger reading skill$arents camse Lexile information to select texts that reinforce what teachers
are trying to accomplish in the classrooltnis important to note that the Lexile measure does not
address the content or quality of the teX¥lany other factors affect the relationshigetween a reader

and a text, including its content, the age and interests of the reader, and the design of the actual text
The Lexile measure is a good starting point in the-sekéction process, but parents and educators
should always consider these @thfactors when making a decision about which text to choose.

Lexile scores provide teachers with a valuable.tbelchers can use a stud@ntexile score to identify
reading material that best matches a stud@teading abilityBy finding books that atch a studen®
Lexile score, the teacher can locate material that the student will comprehend while presenting the
student with enough challenge to promote growth of his or her reading aliléyiles are a great way
for teachers to locate material coxkiag the content of lessons at various reading levels so that all
students can access the content.

How do you find books for students using Lexiles?

First, calculate a stude€Lexile range. To do this, add 50 to the stu@ereported Lexile measure and
subtract 100; in other words, locate 50L above and 100L below their reported Lexile measure. This range
represents the boundaries between the easiest kind of reading material for the student and the hardest
level at which he/she can read successfuliglet reading material within that Lexile range. You should

also consider a stude@tinterest in particular topics and his/her favorite authors when picking reading
material.
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Example of a Stude@® Lexile Range:
Susie is a fourtigrade student. Her Individi&tudent Report shows she has a Lexile measure of 640L.

Her Lexile range would be 540L to 690L. To find reading material that she can read with at least a4 75%
comprehension level, select books, magazines, or other reading material within this range.

FromSusi® Lexile rage it appears that she is not well positioned to read and comprehend texts wijthin
the ostretche Lexile band of 740L to 94@bbe on the right trajectory for being college and career ready
by the end of high school.

Libraries now have many books that have been tagged with a Lexile score. Ask your school media
specialist or public librarian to assist in locating books with Legilees Many publishers have had their
booksdlexiled and this information can often be found in the library catalogue system as well as on the
book® copyright page, spine, or back cover.

MetaMetrics, the developer of the Lexile, offers a Lexile ook calleddFind a Bool.This is a tool for
connecting students to reading material and contains thousands of books and aificteaseifriendly
book-search enginedFind a Book,allows parents and students to select books by several criteria,
includingLexile score, Lexile range, stud@nnterests, title, author, etcYou can locatéhe éFind a
Bool€ search engine atttps://www.lexile.com/fab/ga

Where can | find more information about Lexiles?

TheAssessmenfAdministrationDivision of theGaDOHmas created a webpage dedicatedltexiles and
the Lexil&@ Frameworkwith frequently asked gestions This site will be updated as the woulth the
Lexil®Framework to the Georgia Milestones Assessment Prog@rtinues
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ASSESSINGECIAPOPULATIONS

Federal and state laws require that all students participate instge-mandated assessment program,
including studentsvith disabilities and Engliskearners (ELSpecific guidance concerning the inclusion
and assessment of students with disabilities and EL students is outlined below; additional guidance is
also outlired in exh tes® administration manual

Participation of All Students in Assessments

Under the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Every Student Succeeds Act

(ESSA) and the Georgia State Board of Education (SBOE) Rate 1®0 all students, including

da0dzRSyita 6AGK RAAFOAETAGASAE o0{250 FyR 9y3aftArakK [ y3
academic content standards and assessments. Where all students are being assessed, students with
disabilities in kindergartergrades 38, and 11 must either participate in the general assessment or the

alternate assessmenGAA 2.0)

Decisions regarding the participation of students with disabilities in statewide assessment must be
made, on a casby-case basis, by each stud@lEP team. The IEP team should (a) consider the purpose
of the assessment, (b) consider the feasibility of the stu@eparticipation, (c) determine what
accommodation(s), if any, the student will need and document this in the st@H#®, and (d)

document in the IEP the decision for the student to participate ingbeeralassessment or for the

student to participatdn the alternate assessmentf the studen® IEP team recommends that she/he

not participate in the regular statewide assessmengrttthe IEP must (a) document the reason the
student will not participate, and (b) identify participation in the Georgia Alternate Assess@BAAL(0).

The IEP team must ensure the student meets the eligibility requirements to participate G¥XA2.0.

The GAA 2.0 is intended for students with the most significant cognitive disaliiliieades3-8 and 11
Kindergarten students with significant attive disabilities are assessed using GKIDS 2.0 and are no
longer assessed on GAA 2dristruction for these students is based on alternate academic achievement
standards, which are aligned to the Georgia Standards of Excellence at a reduced depttn aneadt
complexity. Beginning with students who enroll in ninth grade for the first time on or after the-2020
2021 school year, students who participate in the GARwill be eligible for the statdefined alternate
diploma rather than the regular high sabiadiploma(SBOHE60-4-2-.48).

All students must be includetb the fullest extent possiblén all statewide assessments and have their
FaaSaaySyid NBadz G6a AyOf dzZRSR gAGK DS2NHAFQa 002 dzy
is supported byederal legislation requiring the participation of students with disabilities in standards

based instruction and assessment initiatives.

Accommodation(s) considered lpcal districtERPIAPteams must be consistent with those used during
classroom instruction and assessment/IEPteams must consider only stasgpproved

accommodations for statenandated testslf an accommodation is recommended that is not included in
the list of allowableaccommodationsapproval MUST be received from Assessnast Accountability
prior to the inclusion of the accommodation in the stud@nEAAP and its uselERIAPteams may not
includetestingaccommodations irducational plansvhich have not been apoved by the state.

All decisions regarding participation in the assessment program must be kept on file in the Qudent
permanent recordThe determination oappropriate testingaccommodations must be considered
annually.
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IndividualizedEducation Program (IEP) Teams

IEP teams are responsible for decisinaking about individual students in the assessment progt&m
teams include the parents, the student when appropriate, regular education teacher(s), special
education teacher(s), an LE&presentative, an individual who can interpret the instructional
implications of evaluation results, and any other individual with expertise or knowledge about the
student at the discretion of the parent or school systérhe IEP team must review eacls@ssment
(local and state) being given at a particular gradeourseand determine student participation in the
assessmenfgeneral vs. alternategnd necessariestingaccommodations, if anyrhe decision to
participate inthe general or alternatassesment and the accommodations needed, if any, for each
assessment must be documented in the.|IERwable/approved accommodations are providedhis
Handbook If an accommodation is recommended that is not includedtie list of allowable
accommodationst 2 NJ D SstudieRt Rdse@sinent programspproval MUST be received from the
AssessmenAdministration Division of the GaDOE prior to the inclusion of the accommodation in the
student® IEP and its use.

When the student is unable to participate in theneralassessment program, thadternate assessment
(GAA2.0) must be administered for stateequired assessments and the reason why the student cannot
participate in the regular assessment must be documentdat eligibility criteridor participation in the
Georgia Alternate Assessment are included in this handbook; the IEP team must ensure the student
meets the eligibility requirements to participate in tBAA2.0.

Participation in Assessments

SBOEHEules require that all studentsceive instruction based on thstate-adoptedcontent standards
Most students with disabilities can and should participate in the regular assessment program, with
standard accommaodations, if needed. All decisions regarding participatiohe general oalternate
assessment must be documented in the stud@hEP. This includes:vihich assessments the student
will take, 2)what accommodations are needed for each assessment, if any, aifidh&)student is not
participating in regulaassessment, why the student is not and how the student will participate in the
alternate assessmenGAA2.0). The Eligibility Criterifor Participation in the Georgia Alternate
Assessment is included in tisisction. The IEP teamust ensurehe studentsmeetsthe criteriafor
participation in the alternate assessment (G2A8).

The GAA 2.0 is intended for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in gr&dasl3l1.
Instruction for these students is based on alternate academic achievestendards, which are aligned
to the Georgia Standards of Excellence at a reduced depth, breadth and complexity. Beginning with
students who enroll in ninth grade for the first time on or after the 2221 school year, students who
participate in the @A 2.0 will be eligible for the stattefined alternate diploma rather than the regular
high school diploma.

Section 504 Students (Students with Disabilities who are not served in special education)
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a comprehensive civil rights law which addresses the
rights of persons with a disability, indicating thiab otherwise qualified [disabled] individual shall,
solely by reason of his/her [disability], be kxaed from the participation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assiétHnise.
law applies to agencies and organizations, including public school sy3teendefiniton of a person
with a disability under Section 504 is much broader in scope than that of the UDE&r Section 504,
the termdisabilityrefers to a person who (a) has a physical or mental impairment which substantially
limits one or more major life actites, (b) has a record of such impairment, or (c) is regarded as having
such impairmentStudents with a disability under IDEA are entitled to reasonable accommodations to
allow their participation in the school programs, activities, and procedures ichvtheir nondisabled
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peers participateTherefore, Section 504 students must be included in state and local assessments with
reasonable accommodations, if any, which may be necessary to allow participation in the assessment

As indicated above, no studeidentified as having a disability under Section 504 skalely by reason

of his/her (disability) be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to
discrimination¢é Thus, students who have been identified as havingsaldlity under the Section 504
guidelines must be included in statewide assessmént&eorgia, the Student Support Team (SST) can
satisfy certain 504 requirements with respect to determining the appropriate educational needs of a
student As a result, sme students with disabilities may have a 504 Individual Accommodation Plan
(IAP) developed by the SST

Accommodations considered by the SST must be consistent with those used during classroom
instruction and assessment. Only statpproved accommodations ay be considered and included in
the Section 504AP If an accommodation is recommended that is not includelisirof allowable
accommodations approval MUST be received from the AssessmeimhinistrationDivisionof the
GaDOE prior to the inclusion of the accommodation in the stu@dAP and its us&he SST may not
includetestingaccommodations in Section 50APs which have not been approved by the state.

Local School System Responsibilities

Local school sysins have policies and procedures that require the administration of assessments that
are not part of the state assessment progrdfra local system administers an assessment other than
those specified by the state, the assessment must also include staigéttit disabilities or provide an
alternate assessmengtudents with disabilities may not be excluded if an assessment is administered to
all students in a particular grade, class, or schiootal school systems must continue to review all
assessments amlinistered at the distrid® discretion and plan for accommodations or for alternate
assessmentThe system should have policies and guidelines for including students with disabilities in
locally administered assessmen®ystems may not use Georgia Altater Assessmerin lieu of local
assessments.

Embedded Universal Tools Available to All Students

The following universal accessibility tools are examples of those embedded in technology
platforms used for online testing and are typically available tetatlents.

Table 1. Embedded Universal Accessibility Tools Available to All Students

Universal Tools Description

An embedded orscreen digital calculator can be accessed for

calculatorallowed items when students click on the calculator

button. Thebasic calculatocan perform the four arithmetic
Calculator functions: addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. The

scentific calculatolis a comprehensive calculator with the ability

perform square root, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, anc

factorial functions, as well as the four arithmetic functions.

The student uses this feature &iminate those answer choices

that do not appear correct to the student.

The graphing tool is designed to graph functions when solved fc
Graphing tool GKS a,¢ QGFNAFIO6ES IyR KFa GKS

F2N) IAQSY a- ¢ @I fdsSao

Crossoff

Georgia Department of Education
PageB6 of 155wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved



Universal Tools Description |
The student uses this digital feature for marking desired text, ite

Highlighter or response options with a color.
The student can enlarge the size of text and graphics on a givel
Magnifier screen, as needed. The student may enlarge test content by 1.5

2X.
Mark for review/
Flag for review
Line reader/
Line reader mask tool/

The student can flag items for future review during the assessm

The student can use this feature track a single line of text while

Line guide (LRI
Pointer The student can uséne pointer tool to choose an answer.
The student can use the refences tool to view reference materie
References . -
like a formula sheet or periodic table.
Sticky Note The student uses this feature to take notes within a test questio
The student uses writing tools to format and edit written
Writing tools responses, including cut and paste, copy, underline, italicize, bc

and undo/redo.

Non-Embedded Universal Tools Available to All Students

Some universal tools, scratch paper, may need to be geaviocally for students. They are not
embedded in the online testing platform and agenerallymade available to all students.

Table 2. Norembedded Universal Tools Available to All Students (CCSSO)

Universal Tools Description |
For some state assessments, breaks may be given between tes
Breaks sections. The times are determined at the local district level. Se

the Student Assessment Handbd&AH) for further guidance.
The student uses scratch paper to make noteseoprd responses.
All used scratch paper must be collected and securely destroye

Scratch paper the end of each test domain to maintain test security. The stude
receives one sheet (or more as needed) of scratch paper. A per
should be provided as well.

Accommoddion Guidelines for Students with Disabilities

Accommodations are changes in the administration of an assessment in terms of how the student takes
or responds to the assessment. Broad categories of accommodations include presentation, response,
setting, ard scheduling. Accommodations do not change the construct intended to be measured by the
assessment or the meaning of the resulting scores. Accommodations are designed to provide equity, not
advantage or reduce learning expectations, for students with difab. Accommodationglsoprovide

access for demonstration of achievement. Further, accommodations do not guarantee proficiency and,
therefore, should not be selected solely as mean to help ensure proficiency.

It is very important for educators to becaramiliar with state policies regarding accommodations
during assessmenti Georgia, accommodations may not alter, explain, simplify, paraphrase, or
eliminate any test item, reading passage, writing prompt, or answer option. Further, accommodations
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maynot provide verbal or other clues or suggestions that hint at or give away the correct response to
the student.

Typically, accommodation use does not begin and end in school. Students who use accommodations will
generally also need them at home, in the aoomity, and, as they get older, in postsecondary

education, and at work. Accommodations for instruction and assessment are integrally intertwined.
However, some accommodations are appropriate for instruction and not assessment.

In determining appropriate @ommodations to provide the student with a disability the opportunity to
participate in the assessment in the most standard way possible, there should be a direct link between
classroom accommodations and assessment accommodaigssecified in the stuent@® IEP/IAP

No accommodation(s) for a student should be considered for the first time during a state or local
assessmentlust because a student needs an accommodation does not mean he/she will know how to
use it. Students need training and practice iising accommodationdnformeddecisiormaking

regarding accommodations is critical in assuring successful and meaningful participation of students
with disabilities. IEP teams (which should include the student by age 14) should analyze an assessment
for what it requires the student to do in order to take the test.

Additional information and guidance on the appropriate use of accommodations for students with
disabilities is provided in the publication entitlefi¢cessibity & Accommodations Manuabosted on
the GaDOE web sitgtp://testing.gadoe.org(under the linkabeledWor Educatoi@

Test Administration Accommodations Considerations for Students with Disabilities
and English Larners

Types ofAccommodations

Students with disabilities and EL students often need accommodations when patrticipating in an
assessmentf a student needanaccommodation and does not receiitethe assessment results may
reflect the studen®disability or limited English language proficiency rather than the stU@8emguired
skills or knowledge. Accommodations for students with disabilities under IDEA must be determined at
the annual IEP team meeting, while accommodations fenttlst be detemined at a documented

EL/TPC meetin@ection 504 students receive accommodations through an Individual Accommodation
Plan (1AP).

Accommodations are usually broken down into the following categories:

1 Setting Accommodationsadjust the place in which thieesting normally occurs

1 Scheduling Accommodationadjust the time allowance or scheduling of a test

1 Presentation Accommodationsadjust the presentation of & material and/or test directions

1 Response Accommodationadjust the manner in which studentespond to or answer test
guestions

Standard and Conditional Administrations
What is meant bystandard and éconditionak test administration?
1 Standard administratiorrefers to testing conditions in which the procedures and directions
included in the administration manual are followegactly. (e.g.using a largerint test or a small
group setting)
1 Conditional administrationrefers to testing conditions in which more expansive accommodations
are used to provide access for students with more severe disabilities or very limited English language
proficiency and who would not be able to access the assessment without such assigthac
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appropriate team must determine that the conditional administration is absolutely necessary for the
student to participate in state assessments

Conditional accommodationsust be used sparinglyState Board rulg160-3-1-.07) sets forth the
expecition that only a small percentagéess than 3%pf students will participate through a
conditional administration Most studentswho require testing accommodationsan and should
participate in the assessments with standard accommodatiofite use of angccommodation must

be considered in light of the stude@tdisability or language proficienapd must be required by the
student to access the test because of his/her disability or language profic@ogitional
accommodations may not bgrovided solely as a way to ensure proficiency. The ultimate goal of any
accommodation is meaningful measurement of what the student has learned.

Because conditional accommodations may encroach on the construct the test is designed to measure,
caution mustbe exercised in considering whether a student requires a conditional accommodation
access the test. Further, test results for a student provided conditional accommodation(s) must be
interpreted in light of the conditional accommodation(E)-M student are not eligible for conditional
accommodations

Standard and conditional administrations vary according to each tégdditional information can be
found in specific test administration manual®hether a standard or a conditional administration is
given, the recommended accommodation(s) identified in the stu@HEP, IAP, or HIPC plan must be
provided Codingof student accommodations is required in online assessment platforms and answer
documents where usetb reflect the useand/or provisionof accommodations and to provide data of
the number and performance of students with disabilities under IIE& of conditional
accommodations must also be coded

In instancewhere a studentlearlydeclines or refuses an accommodati@ng.refuses to go to a
designated small group settindhe school should document this fatt is recommended that this
documentation include contact with the parent(s)/guardian(s) and stu@esducational team.

Accommodations vsModifications

Accommodations do not reduce learning expectations. They provide access. However, modifications or

alterations refer to practices that change, lower, or reduce learning expectations. Modifications can

increase the gap between the achievement of students wittalilities and expectations for proficiency

at a particular grade level. Using modifications may result in implications that could adversely affect

students throughout their educational career. Examples of modifications include:

1 requiring a student to lear less material (e.dewer objectives, shorter units or lessons, fewer pages
or problems),

1 reducing assignments and assessments so a student only needs to complete the easiest problems or

items,

9 revising assignments or assessments to make them easiec(esging out half of the response
choices on a multipkehoice test so that a student only has to pick from two options instead of
four), or

9 giving a student hints or clues to correct responses on assignments and tests.

Providing modifications to studestduring classroom instruction and/or classroom assessments may
have the unintended consequence of reducing their opportunity to learn critical content. If students
have not had access to critical, assessed content, they may be at risk for not meetingtigrad
requirements. Providing a student with an unapproved modification during a-statedated
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assessment may constitute a test irregularity and may result in an investigation into the school or
system testing practicess well as invalidation of thedtR Sy 1 Q&4 & 02 NB @

An accommodation may not alter, explain, simplify, paraphrase, or eliminate any test item, reading
passage, writing prompt, or answer option. Further, accommodations may not provide verbal or other
clues or suggestions that hint at or giweay the correct response to the student.

Additional Considerations for Accommodations

Accommodations for students with disabilities under the IDEA must be determined in the annual IEP
team meeting These accommodations must be consistent with the instameti accommodations
required for the studentAccommodations for Section 504 students must be written in their IAP, and
accommodations for EL studentaust be documented in their ELPC plan.

Accommodation decisions made by the appropriate IEP, IAF/©PC committees musbnsiderthe
accommodations that are currently used in the instructional and classroom assessment processes
addition, these committees must also consider the followiiag whether the accommodations are
necessary for access the assessment process; (b) previous experience and usefulness with the
recommended accommodations; and (c) whether or not the recommended accommodation affects the
integrity of the assessmenit is important to remember that not all instructional accomnadidns are
appropriate assessment accommodations; only stat@roved accommodations may be used on state
mandated assessmentStudents should receive the statwproved accommodations they neéal
participate in the assessment but should not be giveneremmcommodations than are necessary to
participate meaningfullyTablessummarizing theist of state-approved accommodations for students
with disabilities and English learneappear later in this Handbook.

Decisions should be based on individual characteristics and naedstdingly, it is not appropriate to
make blanket decisions for groups of students at particular language acquisition levels or with
particular disabilities When individualized accessibility decisions are made thoughtfully, they can
advance equal opportunities for students to participate in the general education curriculum.

Only stateapproved accommodations may be considerdtian accommodation is recommeredi that

is not included in the list of allowable accommodatio@s2 NJ DS2 NBA |l Q& &addzRSyd | aas
approval MUST be received from the Assessment Administration Division of the GaDOE prior to the

inclusion of the accommodation in the stude® IER AP/EL-TPCand its use.
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The followingset oftablesindicateapproved accommodations for use by students with disabilities

(including EL students with disabilities) Georgia statewide assessments. Additional guidance is also

provided in theAccessibilitg Accommodations ManuaWIDA Accessibility & Accommodations

Supplementand related test administration manuadsid trairing opportunities.

Participation ofKindergartenSudents in GKIDS 2.0

All students enrolled in Georgia public school kindergarten classrooms should have the opportunity to
participate inthe GKIDS 2.0 assessment. The use of a universally designed dpjoreasessment

development and implementation is critical to promote accessibility for all students. Because of the

NI yasS 2F addzRSyGaqQ RS@GSt2LIVSyd FyR €SENYAy3I Ay 1A
accommodations for specialized poptibns are more appropriately considered as universally designed
allowancesUniversal allowancesay be used, as needed, with all students for all performance tasks. A

table of universal supports is provideadthe GKIDS 2.0 Administration Manual

Compretensive Support for Students in GKIDS 2.0

Kindergarten students requiring additional support on GKIDS 2.0 may be provided comprehensive

supports as described in tHeKIDS 2.0 Administration Manu@mprehensivesupports provide access

to aperformance task butaysubstantiallyalter what the student is expected to dif.utilizing

comprehensive supports, caieK 2 dzf R 0SS GF { Sy ¢ KSproglessiviBiNInNS G Ay 3 || &
learning progression.

Comprehensive supports must address the urigeeds of the student for whom they are provided and
should assist the student in overcoming any barriers that prevent him or her from demonstrating what
he or she knows and can do. Teachers should use their professional judgment in determining the
suppot needed for each studenExamples of comprehensive suppamay be found in th&KIDS 2.0
Administration Manual

Georgia Milestones and Georgia Alternate Assessment&l6wable Accommodations
Administration policy, protocols, and eligibility guidance are provided irsthdent Assessment
HandbookAccessibility & Accommodations Manuahdrelated Test Administration Manuabnd
training opportunities

Coding GAA Stanqard
Setting AR EET . Required in Must be Administration
ype Online ordered Proqedure
Platform separately (Codln'g Not
Required)
1. Preferential seating S V
2. Special education classroom S V
3. Small group S \
4. Individual administration S \
5. Individual or study carrel S \Y
6. Adaptive furnituree.g.slant board) S V
7. Sound field adaptations S \%
8. Special or adapted lighting S \%
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Coding

GAAStandard

.2 Must be Administration
Presentation Accommodations Type | REAUIEI | orgered Procedure
Platform separately ((F:zz(;i:i?e’:)ot
9. Test Examiner familiar to student \%
10. Video Sign Language/Sign the directions, clog Vv
captioning
11. Video Sign Language/Sign test questions, clo S Vv
captioning
12. Video Sigranguage/Sign ELA passag&ee c v S
guidelines
13. Text to Speech (F3) or Oral reading of test
. . . . S \Y \%
guestions in English See guidelines
14. Text to Speech (TS or Orateading of ELA
passages in English, screezading C Vv sV
software/applications; See guidelines and
requirements
15. Enlarged font (Online magnification and scalir
pre,ferrevd;A papg:r/pencil form available d,ug to ¢ S v v v
AudzRSyuQa R20dzyYSyuSR
access to a computer)
16. Braille form S \ \Y
17. Blank, graphic organizers S
18. Color overlays, high or low contrast S V
19. Low Vision Devices: handheld (electronic or
non-electronic) or video magnifiers; includes S
computer magnification (e.@cCTV, other
magnifying equipment)
20. Audioamplification noise buffers and cancellin
) ) : : S \%
devices, headphones or other listening device
Coding GAA Stanqard
- . Required in Must be Administration
esponse Accommodations Type online ordered Procedure
Platform separately (gce)?:i?e’:)m
21. Alternative keyboards, mice, joystick, or other
communications device with grammar and sp{ S V
checks disabled; Internet disabled
22. Student identifies answer through alternate
means (e.gpoints, eye gaze, tap, finger S \%
pointing)
23. Scribe;student responds in EnglighSee
o S \Y \Y
guidelines
24. Brailler (manual or electronic); device with
grammar and spell checks disabled; Internet S \/
disabled
25. Abacus (allowed for students with visual S Vv

impairments only)
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26. Basic functiortalculator or adapted basic

calculator (e.gBraille or talking calculator) C
See guidelines and requirements
27. Adapted writing tools (e.gencil grips, large S V
diameter pencil)
28. Adapted/lined paper, raised line, bold line or S v
largegraphing paper
Codin GAA Standard
i ) Requireg in Must be Administration
Scheduling Accommodations Type Online ordered Procedure
Platform separately (Coding Not
atio Required)

29. Frequent monitored breaks S \%
30. Optimal time of day for testing S V
31. Extended time S V

WIDA ACCESS for ELLSs, Kindergart@@RSfer ELLs, Alternate BCESfor ELLs (ALT)
and WIDA Screenékllowable Accommodations

Specific guidance is found in tMéIDA Accessibilit® Accommodations Supplemesuhd Test
Administration Manuals. Georgtapecific policy is found in tHatudent Assessment Handbook
andAccessibility & Accommodations Manual.

Kindergarten Access

Accommodationc (Accommodations Coding | Must be for ELLs Alt Access Standard
. in ordered Standard Administration
appropriate for A_Itemate Access marke( Type WIDA | separat Administration Procedure (Coding
with ALT) AMS ely Procedure (Coding Not Required)

Not Required)

1. Braille with Tactile Graphics. May ng
be used for Speaking domain.

2. Extended time of a test domain over
multiple days. Requires GaDOE S EM \ \
approval.

3. Extended speaking test response tin
(twice the allowable time to respond] S ES \ \
Allowable for Speaking Domain only

4. Extended test time within the schoo
day (1.5 times the allowable timeto | S ET V \/
respond)

5. Human reader for items (stimuli and
prompts). May not be used for S HI V \/
Reading Domain.

6. Human Reader for response optiong
(answer choicesPAvailable for S HR \ \
Listening Domain only.

7. Human Reader for repeat of items
one time (stimuli and prompts). May| S RI \ \%
not be used for Reading domain.

8. Human Reader for repeat of respong
options (answer choices) one time. S RR V \
Available foiListening domain only.

S BR \%
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Accommodationc (Accommodations
appropriate for Alternate Access marke

with ALT)

Type

Coding
in
WIDA
AMS

Must be

ordered

separat
ely

Kindergarten Access
for ELLs
Standard

Administration
Procedure (Coding
Not Required)

Alt Access Standard
Administration

Procedure (Coding
Not Required)

Interpreter signs test directions in
ASL. Translation of test items and
response options into ASL or any
other language is not permitted.

SD

\Y,

10.

Large Print. Student answers must b
transcribed verbatim into a scannabl
test book and returned to DRGrf
scoring. Student work and/or answe
that are not transcribed will not be
scored. Students may utilize
embedded magnifier, responsive
online screen instead of paper.

LP

11.

Manual control of item audio. This
accommodation allows the play
button to be enabled and activated h
the studentone time. Once initiated,
the audio cannot be paused or
stopped. May not be used for Readir
domain.

MC

12.

Repeat item audio. Student manually
starts the audio embedded in the
online platform and is able to replay
the audioone additional time May
not be used for Reading domain.

RA

13.

Scribe. Responses must be scribed
verbatim on screen or in a paper tes
booklet at the time of testing by the
test administrator. See Scribe
Guidance inWIDA Accessibili®
Accommodations Suppleme@aLT)

SR

14.

Student responds using a recording
device, which is played back and
transcribed by the student. May be
usedfor Writing domain only. See
specific guidance for use of this
accommodation.

RD

15.

Test may be administered by school
personnel in norschool setting. Use
of this accommodation must be
approved by GaDOE Assessment

Specialist.

NS
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Kindergarten Access
Accommodationc (Accommodations Coding | Must be for ELLs Alt Access Standard

. in ordered Standard Administration
appropriate for A_Itemate Access marke( Type WIDA | separat Administration Procedure (Coding
with ALT) AMS ely Procedure (Coding Not Required)

Not Required)

16. Word processor or similar
keyboarding device used to respond
to test items. May not be used for
Speakig domain. Responses musthh S WD
transcribed verbatim in the test
booklet as soon as possible after
testing.

Augmentative Communication Devices

Use of Augmentative/Alternative communication (AAC) devices to respond to items is not cons

anaccommodation for ACCESS for ELLs, Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs, WIDA Screener, or

L/ /1 9{{ F2NI9[[ad ¢KAa A& O2yaiARSNBR GKS ai

functional speech. The use of AAC should be consistent with th& sfud Q-to-day ingiruction and

O2YYdzyAOF A2y YSGK2Ra® ! aLISOALFE al!'//19{{ ¥

communication device just for the assessment, as this is not representative of their English lang

skills. Care must be takevhen interpreting ELP scores for students using AAC systems, as their
proficiency with the device as well as available vocabulary may confound the assessment of Er|
language proficiency.

NAEP Allowable Accommodations
Additional information may befound on the NAEP website.
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/accom_table.aspx

Must be
Accommodation for SD and/or ELL Type | ordered
separately
1. Extended time S
2. Small group, or onen-one S
3. Oneon-one S
4. Directions only read aloud in English S
5. Test items read aloud in Englisloccasional or most/all (Not allowed for S
Reading test.)
6. Breaks during test S
Must be
Other Accommodations for SD Type | ordered
separately
7. Calculator version of the test FN3 (Math only) S
8. Must have an aide present in the testing room S
9. Responds orally to a scribe S
10. Large print version of the test S
11. Magnification S
12. Uses template/speciaquipment/preferential seating S
13. Cueing to stay on task S
14. Presentation in Braille (Not allowed in Science test) S \%
15. Response in Braille S
16. Presentation in Sign Language (Not allowed in Reading test) S
17. Response in Sign Language S
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Must be

Other Accommodations for ELL Students Type ordered
separately

18. Bilingual dictionary without definitions in any language (Not allowed in
Reading or Writing test.)

19. Directions only read aloud in Spanish

20. Spanish/English version of the t€Bixclusions: Reading test; Writing FN6 te
and Grade 12)

21. Test items read aloud in Spanish (Exclusions: Reading test; Writing test;
Gradel?2)

Specific Standard Accommodation Procedures

Scribing Procedures Standard Accommodation

Scribes may be provided for students with verified disabilities that significantly impact the area of
written expression or a physical disability that impedes motor process or writing. It is also allowable for
EL students who hawéerbal response in Endlisnly to a scribas an accommodation. The need for this
accommodation must be indicated in a stud@ntEP, EITPC, or 504 Plan. For EL and SWD students, this
accommodation must be a part of their regular education program. A scribe mustértifeed educator
who writes or types a studef@ responses. Eligible students with this accommodation may respond to
assessment items verbally or by signiBgribes must write each stude@ffinal response(s) to be scored
into the appropriate online teaform. DoNOT insert, for scoring, a printed paper copy of a scribed
response into an answer documenthese will not be scoredRlease contact the Assessment Team if

you have questions.

School Test Coordinators must ensure that all scribed and Brailksghonses are entered into the
online test form for each student who requires this accommodatid®ee guidance for scribing
procedures in the sectioif est Administration Accommodations Considerations for Students with
Disabilities and English Learners

Scrbe Qualifications and Preparation

9 Scribes must be aware that students receiving this accommodation usually require extimeed
and frequent breaks during test administration. These considerations may be included in the
student@ IEP, EIPC, or 504.

1 Scrbes must be familiar with the content area for which they are scribing, so that they understand
the terms and academic language of the content area.

9 Scribes must read and sign tB&amine® Certification of Prescribed Administration Procedures

found in ths Handbook.

Scribes must be familiar with the stud@iEP, ELPC or 504 Plan.

The scribe and the student should have at least one practice session together prior to the

assessment to allow both to become familiar with the procedure. Note that studdmasld be

familiar with scribing procedures given their use of this accommodation during routine classroom

instruction.

9 If scribing procedures are not followed exactly as prescribed, the assessment may be invalidated.

= =

General Scribing Procedures for Online and Paper Administrations (Applicable to Georgia Milestones

and ACCESS for E)Ls

1 The scribe must be familiar with the navigational and accessibility tools available in INSIGHT.

I The scribe must administer this accomnadidn to one student at a time as an individual
administration and in an individual setting.
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The scribe mudiype as the student dictates or signs.

Scribes must enter the stude®tresponses directly into the online assessment platform exactly as
provided by the student.

Scribes are permitted to answer procedural questions asked by the student and may not, under any
circumstance, answer questions or offer suggestions about test content.

Scribes must refrain from evaluating student work as the stigeogresses through the test.

The scribe must not under any circumstance cue, prompt, remind or otherwise assist the student, in
any manner (verbally or nonverbally), in formulating his/her responses before, during, or after
dictation.

During an onlin@dministration, scribes are expected to access online tools, on behalf of the
student, only as directed by the student. For example, if a student asks the scribe to apply the
highlighter to text, the examiner must do so exactly as the student instructs.

The student must verify that the scribe accurately recorded each of his/her responses.

After testing, the scribe will submit the assessment online and collect the test bo@kleted)and

all other ancillary materiaJ@nd return them toSchTC

The scribenust be familiar with specific guidance found in test administration manuals.

English Language Arts Guidelines for Constructed Response Items

T

= =4

=a =9

Students may dictate to the scribe or into a tape recorder or augmentative communication
device. Any recordingsust be destroyedmmediately after the SchT®as confirmed that
transcription is completeand the studen® work is ready for online submission. TSEGnust
verify this procedure is followed. Failure to destroy a stu@rgsponse is a violation of test
security and must be reported.

At the beginning of the test session, the examiner should log into both thearbdform and

the studenf@ test. The student must use the readly form to view test items and ELA
passages. However, the scribe mester the studen® responses into the stude@ttest for
scoring.

The scribe must type exactly what the student dictates within the online administration
platform (INSIGHTguring online administrations.

The student may dictate prose without interruptio/hen the student is finished, the scribe
should go back and ask the student to spell each word. The scribe should spell the words
exactly as the student state®@nce the student spells a word once, the scribe does not have to
ask the student how to spethe word again.

The scrib@ recording of the studef dictation should not be in clear view of the student

while the student is dictating.

The studert will proofread to add punctuation, capitalization spacingand make other edits
after dictation is complete. The student may edit through dictation during this process.
The scribe must not capitalize words or punctuate text without being asked to do so by the student.
The scribe will make all the studé@ntrequested changes, even if theiberknows them to be
incorrect.

The student must verify that the scribe accurately recorded each of his/her responses

The student will indicate to the scribe when he or she is ready to move to the next item or to have
their response submitted.

MathematicsGuidelines for Constructed Response Items

l

1

The student must direct the scribe in the development of explanations, operands, equations and
setting up problems, including the placement of numbers, figures, operands, and variables.
The scribe mustecord the studen® work in clear view of the student. (Note: This differs,
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intentionally, from directions for English Language Arts.)

1 The scribe will make all the stud@trequested changes, even if the scribe knows them to be
incorrect.

9 Thestudent will indicate to the scribe when he or she is ready to move to the next item or to have
their response submitted.

1 The student must verify that the scribe accurately recorded each of his/her responses.

Special Considerations for Conditional Accomnabidns
Conditional accommodations must be used sparlngly and onIy when the student requwes the

FOO2YY2RI A2y G2 | 00Saa GKS GSaid RdzsS (2 GKS RAA

document that the conditional accommodation is absolutely rsseey in order for the student to
participate in the general testing program. Guidance on the use of each conditional accommodation is
provided below.

Note: Given the purpose of each assessment program may differ, accommodations may be standard for
some asessments, but conditional for other assessments.

Eligibility GuidelinesReading oEnglish Language Arts (ELFgssages

Guidance for Use of Conditional Accommodation: B3gnELApassages.

The use of this conditional accommodation for the English Lamgldg Georgia Milestonesggardless

of grade levelmustbe restricted to only those students with IEPs who meetAhéeligibility criteria

outlined below:

1. The student is deaf and has a specific documented disability that severely limits or prevents his or
her ability to decode text at any level of difficulty, even after varied and repeated attempts to teach
the student to do soand

2. The student has accessponted materials only through a siganguage interpreter or is prided
with signed text oother electronic format during routine instructiomnd

3. There are clear and specific goals within the stu@HEP addressing the deficits which necessitate
the need for this conditional accommodation.

Under secure conditions, supervised by BehT@r STCthe sign interpreter may review test materials
prior to the test administration to plan appropriate signing.

Guidance for Use of Condition&dlccommodations 150ral Reading ofEnglish Language Arts (ELA)

passages

The use of this conditional accommodation for the English Language Arts Georgia Milestigagtiess

of grade levelmustbe restricted to only those students with IEPs who m&kLeligibility criteria

outlined below:

1. The student has a specific documented disability that severely limits or prevents his or her ability to
decode text at any level of difficulty, even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the student
to do so(i.e.,the student is a nomeader, not simply reading below grade levahp

2. The student has access to printed materials only through a reader or electronic format during
routine instruction;and

3. There are clear and specific goals within the stu@HEP addressing the deficits which necessitate
the need for this conditional accommodation.

NOTEThe preferred method of administration for this conditional accommodation is the screen reader
Where a human reader delivers the accommodatexaminers must adhere to directions provided in
the posted Read\loud Guidelines
Georgia Department of Education
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Eligibility GuidelinesCalculator Usage
Guidance for Use of Conditional Accommodations Basic function calculatr or adapted basic
calculator.

The use of this conditiohaccommodation for the Mathematics Georgia Milestones for students in

grades 35 mustbe restricted to only those students with IEPs who m&kkeligibility criteria outlined

on the next page

1. The student has a specific disability that prohibits hinm@rfrom performing basic calculations
(i.e.,addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division), even after varied and repeated attempts to
teach the student to do s@nd

2. The student is unable to perform calculations without the use of a calculatigicelenvhich the
student uses for routine classroom instructi@nd

3. There are clear and specific goals within the stu@l#P addressing the deficits which necessitate
the need for this conditional accommodation.

NOTEOnly a basic function or basic adeg calculator may be used; scientific and other advanced
calculators are strictly prohibitedhe test administrator may not provide any assistance or direction to
the student regarding the use of the calculator.

Special Accommodations Requests
In rare irstances, the GaDOE will consider a request for use of an accommodation that is not included in
the Student Assessment Handbook a student by student basis. To consider the request, the
Assessment Administration Division will need tietailedinformation foreachstudentincluding
1 Type ofAccommodation Requested
1 Type ofEducational Plan
1 How the accommodation is used instructionally in the classroom
1 Why the accommodation is required by the studenttiesghe test (include information about
the student@ disability)
1 STGtatement to confim review/approvalof request and that applicable classroom teacher(s) been
consulted regarding request

The Assesment Administration Division will review this information with staff from the Division of
Special Education and Support Services and determine if the request can be granted. To grant the
request, there must be a clear relationship between the stu@edisability and the need for the
accommodation to access the test. Accommodations that serve to grant the student a differential boost
in correct answerwvill not be approved. Given that accommodations are to be prescribed based upon
the needs of individal students, requests that are identical for multiple students are not appropriate

and will not be reviewed.

TheSTGnustreview all requests submitted by their local schools PRIOR to submission to GaDOE and
AYRAOIFGS GKSANI I LILINR&Lebts ndudt belrdviBwed Vit chrisiiefasion biden tdzS & i ¢
the purpose of the assessment and the constructs measiReduests must not be forwarded to

GaDOE if they are not appropriate and/or are incompl&equests must be submitted by systems in a

Gol GOKBIRAKAZY &2 GKFG Fff 0SAy3a AdzoYAGGSR F2NJ SI OF
time (e. g., all End of Grade (EOG) requests submitted in one batdk)will require local systems to

establish internal timelines for such requests todubmited to the STC

This information should be submitted to the Assessment Administration Divisiogthe Special
Accommodations Forithat appears online in the MyGaDOE Poifdquests MUST be received no
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later than six weeksprior to the opening of each applicable state testing window for consideration.
Additional information about accommodation(s)ocated in each prograf@ administration manuals.

The Assessment Administration Division will review this information witifi fstan the Division of
Special Education and Support Services and determine if the request can be granted. To grant the
request, there must be a clear relationship between the stu@edisability and the need for the
accommodation to access the test. Aoumodations that serve to grant the student a differential boost
in correct answersvill not be approved. Given that accommodations are to be prescribed based upon
the needs of individual students, requests that are identical for multiple students areppobpriate

and will not be reviewed.

State Required Codes (SRC) for Students with Disabilities and EL students

The State Required Codes (SRC) are used to code students with disabilities as well as EL students and
should be used for both online and papeefmil administrations. Students with disabilities must have a
current IEP or IAP on file.

01 = Visual Impairments or Blind

02 = Deaf or Hard of Hearing

03 = Deaf and Blind

04 = Specific Learning Disabilities

05 = Mild Intellectual Disabilities

06 = Traumtc Brain Injury

07 = Moderate/Severe/Profound Intellectual Disabilities
08 = Autism

09 = Orthopedic Impairments

10 = Speeclhanguage Impairments

11 = Emotional and Behavioral Disorders

12 = Other Health Impairments

13 = Limited English Proficient (Engligtarnerg EL)
14 = Section 504

15 = Significant Developmental Delay5(Rnly)

16 = Title | Reading

17 = Title | Math

18 = Migrant Certified

19 = English Learndvlionitored

State Directed Codes (SEA)

The State Directed Codes (SB)Jare to be used b@eorgia Network for Educational and Therapeutic
Support (GNETS) programs and the Georgia Virtual School (GaVS)* to report their assigne@®facilities
identification code. The twaligit code should be used for both online and paper/pencil administrations
for all students who are served at a location other than their home school (FTE site). For EOC
assessments, all Georgia Virtual School students should be coded in this area regardless of where the
students are tested.

Georgia Network for Educational and Therautic Support (GNETS) State Directed Codes
01 = FUTURES Program
02 = Burwell Program
03 = Cedarwood Program
04 = Coastal Academy Program
05 = Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy

Georgia Department of Education
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06 = Mainstay Program

07 = DeKaHlRockdale Program

08 = Elam Alexander Aaady

09 = Flint Area Learning Program

10 = Harrell Learning Program

11 = H.A\V.E.N. ACADEMY

12 = Heartland Academy

13 = Horizon Academy

14 = Northstar Educational and Therapeutic Services
15 = North Metro Program

16 = Northwest Georgia Educational Program
17 = Oak Tree Program

18 = Oconee Program

19 = Pathways Educational Program

20 = River Quest Program

21 = Rutland Academy Program

22 = Sand Hills Program

23 = South Metro Program

24 = Woodall Program

30 = Georgia Virtual School (GaVS)*
*GaVS does not padipate in EOG testing.

PRIMARY AREAdicates the studer® primary area of exceptionalit@nly one PRIMARY ARB®y be
reported for each student:

FTE Code Exceptionality

Mild Intellectual Disability
Moderate Intellectual Disability
Severe Intelleatal Disability
Profound Intellectual Disability
Emotional and Behavioral Disorder
Specific Learning Disability
Orthopedic Impairment

Hearing Impairment

Deaf

Other Health Impairment

Visual Impairment

Blind

Deaf and Blind
SpeecH_anguage Impairment
Autism

Traumatic Brain Injury
Significant Developmental Delay

ONOWNREPNIKXS<CHANITOT

Participation of English Learners (EL) in State Assessments

An English Learner (EL), previously referred to as Limited English Proficient (LEP) and Englgé Langu
Learner (ELL), is a student wh@senarylanguage is not English and who is eligible for services based
on the results of the statapproved English language screening instrument and, if warranted, additional
assessments as specified in Rule-4é8.02 Language Assistance: Programs for English Learners. All
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publicschool students identified as EL must be coded EL whether or not the language assistance
provided is state funded under the ESOL Program. They must also participate in thadstpted
Engish language proficiency assessment until they exit as provided for in the-abierenced Rule.

For assessment purposes, students who have been defined as English Learner shall participate in all
assessment programs as specified in State Board Rul8-1607. These students shall be coded EL on

each assessment. If a student has exited the ESOL program in the past four years, the student shall be
coded EL1 or EE2 on each test. A student who has been exited for more than four years from the ESOL
programshall not be coded as EL on each assessment. Coding for students having exited from the ESOL
program is defined by Data Collections.

State law permits the SBOE to adopt rules concerning the participation of EL students. In accordance
with SBOE Rule 1601-.07, newlyarrived EL students enrolling for the first time in a United States
school must participate in all SBOE mandated assessments including Georgia Milestcok& tid

and Endof-Course assessments and must be coded as a first time in U.8! Sctallee in state

required data collections. All ESOL studeby definition have limited proficiency in English. All ESOL
students must be marked EL=Y in Student Record.

ELs who meet the criteria for proficiency are no longer eligible for languaigtearce services and must
be exited. It is required that districts monitor Easademic performance for two calendar years

following exit from language assistance services. If an exited student transfers from another state or a
private school and the twgear monitoring was not completed prior to enroliment, the district is
requiredto monitor the studen® academic progress for the remainder of the monitoring period.

ELs who are in the twgear monitoring phase following their exit from language assistance services
should be coded as HLor EE2 on state assessments and continuebi® eligible for appropriate
standard accommodations as outlined on their EL/TPC foFhesse students are no longer eligible for
the ESOL language instruction programa anust be exited from EL statusfter the twoyear

monitoring period ends, EB or B-4 students are no longer eligible for akyrelated testing
accommodationsNote that EL students should be coded on state assessments3asrEHE4 and are
not eligible for accommodations

Assessment Coding and Accommodation Eligibility

Servedin Alglels fof

Status ESOL Code Accommodations

under TPC Plan
Does not qualify for ESOL Servic No None No

o . No ELY

Qualifies for EL Services Yes ELY Yes
Exited from services years 1 and No El-1 or EE2 Yes
Exited from services years 3 and No EL3or EL4 No
Exited from services year 5 + No None No

Data Collections Reporting for Exited ELs

For the purposes of Student Record reporting, the coding status for ELs who have met the criteria for
exiting language assistance services and will then bégitwo-calendar year monitoring period

changes from E¥ to ELL. In order to document first or second year monitoring status, ELs are coded in
Student Record as HLfor the first year after exit and ELfor the second year after exit. Beyond the
monitoring phase, the third year after exit students are codedBhen E4 for the fourth year after
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exit. At the end of the fourttyear postexit, the student will be coded as a former ELFHEY19 Student
Record Data Collection Data Element Detail, p. 17

Post Exit Data Reporting
El1 1styear after exit
EL-2 2"year after exit
EL3 3 year after exitg no student monitoring
EL-4 4™ year after exitg no student monitoring
EL-F 5" or more years after exit no student monitoring

Use of Scores of EL Students in Accountability Determinations
EL students enrolling for the first time in a U.S. school must participate in ald&B{QRated
assessments and must be coded as a firsetimU.S. school enrollee in statequired data collections.

All scores resulting from the administration of state assessments will be removed from any statewide
accountability calculations for the first year of a neaatyived EL stude@ enroliment ina U.S. school.
Though not used for statewide accountability purposes in the first year, such scores will serve as the
baseline for student growth calculations and be included beginning in year two of such sdents
enrollment. Both achievement and growthlibe included in statewide accountability calculations
beginning in the third year of enroliment.

Accommodation Guidelines for EL Students

In certain situations, individual needs ofEland Ell, EE2 students may warrant accommodations.

(See Allowabl&ccommodations for English Learnefhese accommodations shall be determined by

and recorded during a documented meeting of the EL Testing Participation Committee (EL/TPC). Those
students identified as EL or EE2 may receive, based on individual nesthndard stateapproved
accommodations for a maximum of two years after exiting ESOL or an alternative language assistance
program. At the end of the first two years of the monitoring periodLland EE2 students are no longer
eligible for test adminisation accommodations.

Each local system shall determine whether or not testing accommodations are needed faligdih
student. Any accommodations offered must be consistent with current instructional and assessment
accommodations made in the classmoAccommodations will be determined by the English Language
Testing Participation Committg&L/TPCand will be made only when appropriate documentation is

filed for each eligible student. Only stadg@proved accommodations may be considered and included

the EL/TPC plan. Conditional accommodations shall be used sparingly and shall not be assighed to EL
and EE2 students Specific to the accommodation of Extended Time, please note that specifying
unlimited time is not appropriate or feasiblEurther, Extended Time (#36 SWD and #14 EL) is defined as
time allotted within the confines of a school day.

If an accommodation is recommended that is not included in the list of allowable accommodations,
approval MUST beubmitted to the Assessment Admistration Division of the GaDO#arough a

Special Accommodation Request per guidance found in the $Ast to the inclusion of the
accommodation in the EL/TPC plan and the use of the accommodation. The EL/TPC may not include
accommodations in EL/TPC plarhich have not been approved by the state.

Only students with an IEP or IAP may receive accommodations on the @édaguage proficiency
assessmen{ACCESS for E| Afernate Access, and Screener
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The E/TPQs charged with collecting required inforthi@n documenting the studei® eligibility for EL
status and making appropriate test participation decisions, including the use of test administration
accommodations. A decision by the EL/TPC indicating that no accommodations are needed must be
documentedas well. A sample documentation form can be found in this handbook. This exact form is
not required by state assessment protocol; however, the data elements contained on the form are
required. Each system shall have a process for documenting the de@$itesEL/TPC and may use the
form provided in lieu of developing a local form.

A student whosgrimarylanguage is not English and who does not meet the eligibility requirements
shall not be coded as Hland E{2 for statewide assessments.

The use of a word to word dictionary for Englisharners is an allowable accommodation when
determined to be necessary by the/Ekst Participation Committee.

As stipulated in th&tudent Assessment Handbd@ipproved Accommaations for English Learners),
only words may be translated; definitions are not permitted. Word to word dictionaries that include
synonyms, antonyms, phrases, maps, pictures, and sampleoapermissible.

A wordto-word dictionary that provides a diretranslation of a common word/phrase to another
common word/phrase is permitted. For example, in English to Spatasi: n, calma; candy: n, dulces;
canoe: n, canodn contrast, a word to word dictionary that goes beyond direct translation and provides
context isnot permissible. For example, in Spanish to Englestervar: v, to make a reservation,

¢ Llamaste para reservar? Have you phoned to make a reservaiidd@ntical: identico, adj. Her dress
was identical to mine. Su vestido era identico &.m

Electronic word to word dictionaries (wddased, computebased, haneheld) are not permitted for use
on state assessments. Given that it is virtually impossible to locate word to word dictionaries that do not
contain parts of speech, word to wodictionaries that contain parts of speech are allowable.

Questions from local school system staff regarding the use of word to word dictionaries on state
assessments should be communicated to the Assessment Administration Division3yGhe

El-Test Parttipation Committee Plan

Each local system shall develop procedures outlining the responsibilitiesTesSEPRarticipation

Committees. Committees shall be comprised of a minimum of three members, one of whom is a teacher
certified by the GaPSC and mustlinie the ESOL teacher currently serving the student with English
languageénstruction

The remaining members shall be chosen from the following: regular English language arts or reading
teacher; studen® parent or legal guardian or the student, if 18 ngear older; school administrator;

other content area teachers; counselor; school psychologist; and lead teacher. The local system plan
shall provide for the following requirements:

1 document student eligibility for EL status;

1 schedule and conduct EIPC meting(s);

1 file appropriate documentation in studerfermanent records; and

1 forward a list of students and their accommodations to the sy<at@sting department.

All English Learners shall participate in all statelaodlly mandatedissessments. Federal law and State
Board rule mandate that the individual needs of Endkstiners be considered when making decisions
regarding the participation of ELs in state dodally mandatedissessments. To facilitate and document
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these decisiosg, the English Learndiesting Participation Committee process is designated in State

Board rule. If accommodations are determined to be appropriate and necessary for an EL student, the
completion of an EL/TPC form is required for ELs enrolled in a grad@dh there is a state docally
mandatedassessment. As with any assessment, districts are compelled to consider the individual needs
of each EL student and maintain appropriate documentation. The determination of accommaodations for
assessment shall lreviewed at least once a year.

An example of the EL Testing Participation Committee Form for Eligible Students is included in this

handbook. The form may be used to identify dndlocument student testing accommodations

determined by and recorded durirgmeeting of the EL Testing Participation Committee. Systems may

choose to create their own Testing Participation Committee Form; however, local forms should include

the following information:

1 Names of participants

91 Date(s) of meeting(s)

91 Date of entry in U5. schools

9 Studenf? proficiency level on the statpproved eligibility screener in accordance with SBOE Rule
160-4-5-.02 and determination of ESOL eligibility

1 Committeefinal recommended actionbsted by statemandated assessment, including specific
required accommodations for each test/subtest consistent with current instructional
accommodations, if needed

1 Signatures of committee members, school administrator, and parent/legal guardian (if present) or
student (if 18 years or older)

Georgia Milestonedllowable Accommodatiors for English Learner
Most likely to benefit EL students
at this ELP Level

Accommodation

ELP Levels ELP Levels ELP Levels
1.0¢2.9 3.0¢3.9 4.0¢5.9

Setting Accommodations

1. ESOL classroom \% \% \%
2. Small group V V \Y
3. Preferential seating \ \
4. Individual or study carrel V
5. Individual administration \
Presentation Accommodations
6. Explain or paraphrase the directions for clari
: . \ \%
(in English only)
(case bycase for
7. Oral reading of test questions in English only \% students in the low
odnQauv
. . . Reading Proficiency < 2.0 AND
8. Oral reading of ELA passages in English onl R e
9. Repetition of directions** (in English only) \ \
Response Accommodations
10. Word-to-Word dictionary** , Gasery S,a.zeéfor ] \Y} \%

Scheduling Accommodations
11. Frequent monitored breaks ] V \ Vv |
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Most likely to benefit EL students
at this ELP Level

Accommodation
ELP Levels ELP Levels ELP Levels

1.0¢2.9 3.0¢3.9 4.0¢5.9

12. Extended time within the confines of the
school day

*Restricted to eligible EL students only; see guidancelfgibility. For oral reading, screen reader is the preferred
method of administration. Where a human reader delivers the accommodation, examiners must adhere to
directions provided in the Reaflloud Guidelines.

*Be aware that some accommodations, suchregeated directions and extended time may also require small
group administration.

**EL student must be literate insllanguage enough to use the dictionary effectively; Extended time must be
provided in conjunction with this accommodation.

Eligibility Guidelines for EL students: Reading of English Language ArtsRads®ges
for Georgia Milestones

Guidance for Use of @ulitional Accommodations 8: Reading of English Language Arts (ELA) Passages
The use of this conditional accommodation for the English Language Arts Georgia Milasigaetiess
of grade levelmustbe restricted to only those EL students who mAgLeligibility criteria outlinedas
follows:
1 ¢KS a iErgishyriofRisoy scores and performance in the classroom indicate that the student
cannot access, retain, or comprehend text without the assistance of a réaglethe student is
unable to access English teéd indicated byheir WIDA ACCESS or WIDA Screener or equivalent
valid/reliablelanguage proficiencsneasure) not simply reading below grade level;

a. {UdzZRSyGQa 2L5! 1/ /] 9{{ 2NJ 2 tligble lafglaydfcerndy 6 2 NI S |j
measureyeading proficiencymust be less than 2.Gand,
b. { idzZRSyiGdQa 2L5! 1//9{{ 2NJ2L5! {ONBSYSNI 062NJ S|

measure)istening proficiencymust be 3.0 and/or greatefor the student to beefit from the
read-aloud.and
The student is not poised to exit language services within the current schookyehr;
¢CKSNBE INB OfSIFENJFYR AaLISOAFAO 321 ta gAGKAY GKS ai
necessitate the need for thisonditional accommodation.

=a =4
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GUIDANCE FOSPECIANEEDSSCHOLARSHBIUDENTS TO
PARTICIPATE BrATEASSESSMEN{SB10)

In 2007, the State Legislature passed Ge@dipecial Needs ScholarsHipis program provided
students with disabilities the opportunjitto attend eligible private school§he law also allows
scholarship students to participate in state assessmertie information below provides information
regarding how scholarship students attending private schools may participate in state testing

Location

School systems are not required to test scholarship students at their local facilitieG.aD@mvill

assign a testing location and administer the requested assessmérit(s)location may be at the GaDOE
office in Atlanta or a regiondcility (i.e, RESA)The assignment of a testing location will be made at the
discretion of the GaDOE based on availability and capacity

Applicable Assessments
Scholarship students are eligible to take theorgiaMilestonesEnd of Grade (EOG) assesahir
gradesthree through eight

Notification/Scheduling

If student is attending a private school under the scholarship provisions of SB10, then the parents/legal
guardians must advise the Assessment Administration Division of the GBaggatment of Education

of their desire for the student to be assessed with a state assessmkistnotification should be in

writing and provided no less than six weeks prior to the first day of the scheduled state testing

window. A form is provided belo to submit such requests.

Transportation

Parents/legal guardians assume responsibility for the transportation of the scholarship student to and
from the designated testing location on the scheduled.d®grents/legal guardians must make sure that
the student arrives punctually for testing.

Accommodations

As provided in O.C.G.A. §22114(f), acceptance of the scholarship has the same effect as a parental
refusal to consent to services pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,208J.S
1400 et segAccordingly, neither the public school nor the testing center will provide testing
accommodations required in an IERowever, the testing center will provide testing accommodations
required to allow the student to access the testing gram in accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 8ieth accommodations may not be identical to
accommodations in the stude@ IEP and are only designed to provide the student access to the test

To recéve an accommodation under these stipulations, the parents/legal guardians must provide
evidence of the type of accommodations and rationale for such accommodation at time of request for
testing so that the testing center can make the necessary arrangesmgmt evidence for the need for
accommodations during testing is typically part of a stu@HEPA current IEP from the private school

is the preferred documentatiarif a current IEP from the private school is not available, the parent is
responsibleor producing documentation from the stude®tcurrent school that describes the
accommodations that the private school affords the student in instruction and assessment at that
school Documentation should be written on the private school letterhead agdesd by the principal

Only accommodations that are authorized as indicated in the current Student Assessment Handbook
and/or Examiners Manual may be used for students to receive valid sd@drese documents may be
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accessed on the GaDOE testing web sitig://www.gadoe.org/Curriculumlnstructionand
Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx

Please direct inquiries regarding this policyMary NesbitMcBridein the Assessment Administration
Division a404-232-1207, 800-634-4106, or mnesbit@doe.k12.ga.us

2020-2021 State Testing Dates

Registration Must be

Assessment Administration Dates

Received by

Georgia Milestones .
End of Grade (EOG) April12¢ May 21, 21 Februay 22, 221
Georgia A'te;”gte Assessme March22 ¢ April 30, 202 February 8, 2021
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Request for SB10 Private School Scholarship StudeRadicipate in State Assessments

Student Name (Last, First, MI) Student Date of Birth

Studen®@ Grade Studen®@ School

School Contact School Phone Number
Parent/Guardian Secondary Phone Number Parent/Guardian email address
Parent/Guardian Street Address Parent/Guardian City, State, Zip

Requested Assessment(s): (cheok)

Registration Must be
Received by

[] Georgia Milestones End of Grade (EOG  April12¢ May 21, 221 January 2, 2021

[] GeorgiaAlternate Assessment (GAA 2.0] March 22¢ April 30, 2021 February 8, 2021

Assessment Administration Date(s)

Will the student require assessment accommodatiaasndicated in the text on the previous p&ge

[ ]Yed ]No

(If yes, please attach description and do@ntation of requested accommodations and submit with this
form.)

Forms may be submitted via mail to:

Georgia Department of Education
Assassment Administration Division
Attention: Mary NesbitMcBride
1554 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive SE

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Forms may be submitted via fax to:
4044639747
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TESTPREPARATION

Preparation of Students

One of the purposes of the testing program is to collect information regarding the extent to which
students are acquiring knowledge and skibsdentify instructional strengths and areas of challenge and
modify instruction appropriatelyTheGaDOBpublishes brochures, documents, and instructional
resource guides to help familiarize educators with the testing program and to provide teachers with
assistance in delivering the instructional progra@opies of these documents are available to local
systems athe GaDOE web site http://testing.gadoe.org Teachers should be aware of the existence
of such materials and familiarize themselves with thdimeyshould review their curriculum and lesson
plans to be certain that thetate-adopted contentstandardsare included as a part of their instructional
program Despite the appropriateness of this process, many questions arise concerning teaching the test
or coaching, and what is appropriate preparation for students.

Practicing Tesfraking Skills vs. Teaching the Test

Practice on questions or problems, which are developed from curriculum standards, are acceptable and
desirable, and provided such activitise a part of a varied program of instructional strategies

Teachers and other instructional personnel should generate these questions and proAtigtitoonally,

the use of practice tests and reinforcement materials developed by test and textbook publishg be
appropriate However, practice test activities should be a very limited part of the instructional program.

Teachemmade test items and items from thEestPadhat havestructural similarityto statewide test

items can also be used to assess thsults of classroom instructiohlowever, when the majority of the
instruction consists of repeated administrations of multiple forms of items similar to those on statewide
tests, then instruction becomes coaching, and such coaching obscures stQusds and
achievementltem banks constructed to mirror statewide test items can easily be misused as coaching
tools. Overuse of such items is improper and damaging to studbetst interests.

The statewide tests do not measure all skills and objectives sithescurriculumTherefore, teaching

only to the tests limits the kind of instruction that is desirable and necessary for an adequate
instructional programinstructional activities, including classroom teaching, should go well beyond the
skills measuredn a particular testFurthermore, limiting student exposure to only concepts or skills
assessed will likely adversely impact student achievement as measured by the tests.

Inappropriate Use of Test Materials

Unacceptable activities that violate appropriatst preparation include the following:

9 Secure test items or prompts frofdeorgi&® state assessmentsust not be taught to students

9 This restriction includes any manner of teaching test items during the school day and/or through
homework assignment&Jnauthorized access to specific test items ranges from teachers
remembering a single test item to school personnel manually or mechanically copying actual test
items.

1 Atestitem from any form of the statewide tests in which only a word, phrase, or distrhas been
changed must not be used with (or given to) studeiitse use of any form or item, which is similar
to actual test items on the statewide tests, is a violation of appropriate test preparation procedure
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9 Testcontentmust not be copied or distsuted. All statewide mandated tests given in Georgia are
secure Test itemsstudent responsesand/or answer documentshat are copiedby hand or by
photocopying)or distributed violate test security and render the results of the test invalid.

1 Testforms from the statewide testing program that have not been released musbeased as
practice materials or to gain insight into characteristics and content of the.#@&st® time, should
any individual be in possession of such materials.

The activites listed here reflect unethical professional conduct and may result in official action taken
against the offending staff persomhe local Superintendent, the local board of education, and/or the
Educator Ethics Division of tii&aPS@ay take such action.

Recommended Test Preparation

Although specific test items must not be taught, students should be acquainted with the format of
standardized tests so they will feel comfortable when taking th€afoster interest rather than

anxiety, teachers should usetavities throughout the school year to prepare students for testing and to
establish a relaxed atmospherEhese activities should be a part of the instruction and may include the
following:

PracticeTest-Taking Srategies

Incorporate timed activities andiise use of timeThroughout the school year, teachers will want to
require students to finish certain assignments and tests within a specifiedpimed. It is important

that students do not always have an unlimited amount of time to complete clask \students
develop work habits, which include completing assignments later in the afternoon or at home, a
standardized testing situation with time limitations may be frustratifigachers should use Experience
Online Testing Georgand/or the Secure Rctice Testo practice the format of Georgia Milestones.
Design practice classroom tests to parallel standardized test fori@atdents may experience difficulty
with a standardizedest if they are unfamiliar with the formaThroughout the school year, teachers will
want to expose students to multiplehoice testandfamiliarize them with a variety of writing
assignmentsWith such exposure, students should find the statewidedesinilar to routine work
throughout the yearTeacherganuse items froniTestPado create practice testsThe Georgia
Standards of Excellenesks students tose technologyo produce and publish writingsing
keyboarding skillsAs such, tsidents should beomfortable usindechnologybased tooldor planning,
revising, editingand revising written contentAnother resource may include practice opportunities
developed along with state assessments includiitig://www.gaexperienceonline.comand practice
tests associated with the Georgia Milestones and ACCESS assessments.

Orient studentdo their assignedesting mode Prior to testing, students should Bamiliarizedwith

how tointeract with the testbased on the administration mod& recent years, Georgia assessments,
with only few exceptions, have transitioned to online administratidihassessmerstthat are available
throughonline administration havenline practiceresouces Links for accessing these resources can be
found attesting.gadoe.orgThe link isalsovalid for similar resources for paper administrations as.well
For paper administrations, students should understand homé&k answers on th&tudent Answer
Documenjenter written responses into the correct section of the answer docurnemd attend to
guidance tadgo orE or to 6stope printed at the bottom of pages ithe answer documenandtest

booklet.

Practicefollowing directionsOne of the causes of letest scores is the failure to follow directiorfsor
this reason, students need to practice following directions so they will not be penalized for carelessness
during statewide testingWWhen taking a test, stients should read the directions and/or listen as the
test administrator reads the direction$eachers should emphasize to students that if they hear
directions that are unclear, they should ask for clarificattomediately Teachers should repeat the
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directions as given in thExamine® Manualor Directions for AdministratiarTeachers will want to be
sure that, during practice, students understand and look for key words and phrases, sogpasite¢
osame meaning aspbase wordk dthe word spelled correctly,cthe word spelled incorrectlyg etc.

Communication with Studentand Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

Students and parent(s)/guardian(s) should be notified of test dates and tia¥snce knowledge of

the testing dates may encourage students to avoid staying up late the evening before the test and to
come to school ready to test

Students and parent(s)/guardian(s) should also know the purpose of the test, how the results will be
used, and how the tests are relevant to them person&lydents should not feel undue anxiety about
taking a standardized tedbut they should be awaref the need to perform to the best of their ability
Students should understand that it is useful for teachers to know how much their students know and
how well they can use what they have learned in school.

A careful explanation of the purpose of testiagd the usefulness of test results in furthering a cRild
progress can help parents see the value of testing for their .ddddent(s)/guardian(s) should
understand that extreme test anxiety will impair their ci@lgperformanceParent(s)/guardian(s)an
contribute to good test performance by ensuring that their child is punctual and in attendance, gets
plenty of rest, eats breakfast, and especially feels the support and encouragement of the
parent(s)/guardian(s)The district and school should postamprominentplace on their websitetesting
dates whento expect testresults andthe meandor distribution of resultsto students and parents.

Strategies/Tips for Preparing Students for Test Taking
School systems may wish to duplicate thowing pages to use as suggestion sheets for students and
parent(s)/guardian(s).

Before the Test:

1 Prepare yourself emotionally for taking the teEtyou are overly anxious, much of your energy and
potential will be sapped by the anxiety and you vikibly notbe able to demonstrate your true
ability on the testlIt frequently helps to reduce anxiety if you know more about the test in advance,
such as what type of test you are taking, what subjectstested, andhe purpose of the test.

1 Follownormal routinesInterruption of normal routines may affect your performandde night
before the test you should not stay up later than usual since fatigue may lead to poor test
performance The day of the test you should eat a normal breakfast and IU8kipping meals or
overeating before taking a test may adversely affect your performance.

At Test Time:

1 Concentrate Do not allow yourself to be distracted by noises or movements around you.

1 Read instructions or directions carefully befaedectingany answer. If you do not understand the
directions, raise your hand, and ask for help.

9 Follow instructionsPay close attention to the sampleknhey are on the test to help you understand
what the items on the test will be like and how to mark your answer erlyp

1 Read the entire guestion and all answer choidésu need to read each item and all answer choices
before marking your answers.

1 Make an educated guedslaking an educated guess means that you are able to eliminate one or
more choicesFor example, ithere are four choices and you do not know which choice is correct
but do know that two choices are incorrect; you have &6B0chance of choosing the correct
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answer You should also remember that there is no pattern of correct ansvensexample, if th

last three correct answer choices wai@ £ the next correct answer may be A, B, C, or D.

Keep track of the timeSince most statewide tests have a time limit, be aware of the amount of time
allocated to each sectiofPace yourself so that you will belatto complete the section within the

time limit. Use all of the time allocateBersistence pays off.

When testing online and where necessamyake sure you transfer your answer from the draft area

to the final response section of your online teSudents should understand how to use online

tools, turn pages to reading passages, scroll to accessén content, answer different items

types such as those with multiple parts or multiple correct answers, and respond to items for which
students typeanswers using their own words

If you are testing with paper testing materials, place your answer correctly on the answer document
While taking tests, you should match the number on the answer document to the item number in
the test booklet. This is espilly important if you skip questions and go back to them later. You
should mark only one answer for each item. Unless the item has multiple correct answer, if two
answers are marked for the same item, the item will be counted as incorrect. If you erdsena

you should be certain that it is erased completely and carefully so that holes are not made in the
answer document. It is important for paper administrations that students pay close attention to
instructions todGo org or dStopE that are found at he bottom of pages in the test booklet and

answer document.
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STUDENTS INOMESCHOOL

Students served in home schools are governed by the provisions of Georgia law: O.G23690.20
Additional information may be located at the following litiktp://www.gadoe.org/Curriculura
Instructionand-Assessment/Pages/Horvgchools.aspx

Public school systems are not required by law to furnish instructional ma#&etextbooks, or services
such as testing to students enrolled in home schddlate assessments may only be administered to
students enrolled in Georg&publicschoolsystems/public charter schools.

For home school related questions contact:
GaDO€Rolicy Division
Email:homeschool@doe.k12.ga.us

Phone 404656-3083

Fax:770-344-4623
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APPENDICES

Required Forms
The following forms are required by the GaDOE at various times during the school year as related to the
assessment program. The due dates will be specified on each form (if applicable).

AllSTCshould be aware of these forms and when each form is duestans about the forms can be
addressed by contacting the Assessment Administration Division a63®2668or 800634-4106

The followingequiredforms should be completed and submitted to the GaDOiBak attachments of

these forms cannot be acceptelllease complete these forms dime. All forms are located on the

MyGaDOE Portal.

 { dzLISNRA y i SY RSY i Q&Due SaNark 3 kddh yéak Brasse3@medis conducted
July 1¢ December 31

T { dzZLISNA y i SY RSy (i Q&Due SuNAledch y@artads@ssmer@sonucted
January X June 30

9 Testng Irregularity Form

The followingequiredforms should be completed and maintained at the system. These forms are not
available on the MyGaDOE Portal and should not be submitted to the GaDOE. They must be retained by
the system for a minimum of five (5) years.
T t NAYOALI £t Qa / SNIAFAOIGAZY C2NY
9 Validation Form for Transcribing Answer Documents
1 Eligibility Criteria for Participation in the Georgia Alternate Assessment@This form should

remain with the studer® IEP record according to IEP guidelines.

Sample Forms/Optional

Thestate-testing program does not require the following fornkdowever, many systems have
developed forms that assist them in record keeping and accountafitity GaDOE expresses its
appreciation toSTCsvho have made these forms available for inclusion inShedent Assessment
HandbookPlease feel free to modify these forms as necessary to fit the needs of your system.

1 Examine® Certification of Adherence to Prescribed Test Administration Procedures
9 Test Participation Documentatiofor Eligible EL Students
9 Test Security Information for School Test Coordinatexaminers/Proctors

LIS YRAE 'Y {dzLISNAY G-BZIRSYy i Qa / SNIAFAOLFGARZ2Y HAHnA
PLIISYRAE .Y tNAYOALI Q& /SNIAFAOIGAZY

Appendix C: Validation Form for fisgription of Answer Documents

Appendix D: Eligibility Criteria for the Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0 (GAA)

' LIISYRAE 9Y 9EFYAYSNDRDAE /SNIAFAOLIGAZ2Y 2F | RKSNBy(
Appendix F: Test Security Information for Schest Toordinators/Examiners/Proctors

Appendix G: Participation Documentation for Eligible EL Students

Appendix HAccommodations Tables

Appendix IWeb Resources

Appendixt O.C.G.A. § 2B-281

AppendixK Table of Changes

Georgia Department of Education
Pagel150f 155 wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:5STN-B6N0-004D-80SN-00000-00&context=

Appendix A.Superintendenfd Certification2020-2021

Check one. Testing administration session certification must be completed for each time period and not combined
into onecertification.

L]

Testing Administration Session endingdB1(Must be submittecho later than July 31

[l

Testing Administration Session ending Decembg{\ist be submittecho later than January 31

Check the appropriate respons8ive a full explanation for all items for which the respermvasiNOE£ Attach the
explanation on an additional sheet.
YES NO

[

[]
[
[

I/ O O

[ ] 1. Test materials were properly inventoried and stored in a setngation prior to test
administration.

[ ] 2. A certified building level official was responsible for test matefistribution and storage
while materiaé were in the school and was held accountable for all test booklets sent to
that building.

[] 3. The Pmcipal Certification Form has been completed as required for all test
administrations.

[ ] 4. Thissystem adhered to all written regulations and procedures relating to testing and test
administration, including the distribution and collection of test materials, test security,
use of test results, and department testing dates and the reporting of ireejigis
established in the Student Assessment Handbook, System and School Test Coofdinators
Manual(s) Assessment Guideassessment supplementand correspondence(Any and
all irregularity documentationvere sent to the appropriate Assessment Speciglis
Summer/Fall Test Administrations(Julyg Dec.)GeorgiaMilestones GKIDS Readiness Check
Winter/ Spring Test AdministrationgJang Jun) GeorgiaMilestones GAA2.0, GKID2.0
Other: NAEP, ACCEBSBELLgincl. Alternate ACCESS it s)

[ ] 5. How many irregularities (IRR) were reported to the Georgia Department of Education?
How many of those irregularities resulted in assessment invalidation (INV)?

IRR INV IRR INV
GeorgiaMilestones EOG ACCES®Br ELLs
Georgia Milestones EOC GKID&.0
Georgia Alternate Assessment 2,

[ ] 6. Ifany possible unethical behavior occurred regarding testirigips andorocedures, the
Educator Ethics Division of tii&orgiaProfessional Standards Commission has been
notified.

[ ] 7. The system superintendent reviewed and approved system testing administration plans.

[ ] 8. Building level personnel received training in appropriate administration procedures.

[ ] 9. Students withdisabilitiesand/or students who received ESOL servieeeived
accommodations imccordance with their IEPs, IAPs, or EL/TPC Plans.

[ ] 10. All students appropriately participated in the Statewide Student Assessment Program.

[ ] 11 System and/or building administrative personnel monitored testing sites.

[ ] 12 The system has accounted for, disposegaofi/or returned testing materials in
accordance with stated timelines and instructions in the Student Assest Handbook,
System and School Test Coordinadanual(s) and Assessment Guides.

System Name System Test Coordinat@®ignaturé Date

System Superintender{Signature Date
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Appendix B:Principal3 Certification
Adherence to Prescribed Test Administration Procedures

System Test Coordinators should copy and distribute this form to all Principals pe@cho
administration. Principals should sign the form and return to the System Test Coordinator once all
materials are verified and returned to the system. System Test Coordinators should receive a signed
copy of this form afteeachadministration.This form nust be retained at the system level for five
years.

Check the appropriate respons&ive a full explanation for all items for which the response was
OoNO£ Attach the explanation on an additional sheet.

Test Administration

YES NO

[] [] 1. Testmaterials were properly inventoried and stored seaure locatiorprior to test
administration This is inclusive of online testing ticketsAwg.

[ ] [] 2. Abuilding level official was responsible for test material distribution and stordije w
materials were in the school and was hel@@antable for all test booklets sent to that
building.

[] [] 3. This school adhered to all written regulations and procedures relating to testing and test
administration, including the distribution and collection of test materials, test security,
use of tesresults, and department testing dates established in $tedent Assessment
Handbook, System and School Test CoordinafiManual(s),Assessment Guidesand
assessment supplements and correspondence

4. If any possible unethical behavior occurred regarding tegiligies and procedures, the

Professional Practices Section of the Professional Stan@amaisnission has been

notified.

The principal reviewed and approved test administration plans.

Building level personnel were oriented to appropriate administration procedures.

Students with disabilitieand/or students who received ESOL segsiceceived

accommodations imccordance with their IEPs, IAPs, or EL/TPC Plan.

All students appropriately participated in the Statewide Student Assessment Program.

9. System and/or building administrative personnel monitored testing sites.

10. The school has accounted for testing materials in accordartbeingtruction in the
StudentAssessment Handbook, School Test Coordin@tasual(s), and Assessment
Guides.

o o

©

N [ O I
N [ O I

School School Test Coordinator (Signature Date

Principal (Signature) Date

Return this completed form to the System Test Coordinator when test materials are verified and
returned.
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Appendix CValidation Form for Transcription of Answer Documents

School GTID
Student Grade
Assessment Date

L KIFIgS GNIyaONROSR (KS StidizR PegtBevlet NS & |
(Transcription form only) into the corresponding online form for the student listed

=
[%)]
n
Q
@ Initials above.
= ¢CKS aiGdzRSyidQa | yagSNI R20dzYSyid NBTt SO
G booklet/original answer document. | performed the transcription in the presence of
g Initials another GaPSCertified employee serving as a witness.
S lhaved dzo YA G G SR GKS GNI}IYyaONAOSR | yassSN R
= — booklet as directed.
o Initials
g
o OR
o
©
3 L KIS GNI yaONROSR (i K&ge®intaRdboy Nafks Andsra it
S Test Bookle(Transcription form only) into the corresponding online form for the
& Initials student listed above.
- CKS a0dRSydQa FyasdSN) R20dzYSyd NBTt SO
S booklet/original answer document. | performed the transcription in the presence of
g Initials another GaPSCertified employee serving as a witness.
% lhaved dz6 YA GG SR GKS GNIyaONARGSR yasSNI R
— — booklet as directed.
c Initials
()
E
5 OR
>
o L KIS (GNI'yaONAROSR (KS & bued Yest@dokleNadld
K=l Student AnswéResponsddocumentinto a corresponding online form (Transcription
3 Initials Form only) for the student listed above.
2 ¢ KS & G dzR Shespendeddcuynans réfldts the same responsesirdicated by
o) the studentfromi KS a0 dzRSy G Qa GSad o221tSdio L
- Initials presence of anotheGaPSCertified employee serving as a witness.
©
= | have submitted the transcribetthe answefresponsedocument and returned the
— & ( dzR fsf Bookiet as directed.

Initials

Name of GaPSCertified Scribe Signature of GaPSCertified Scribe

Name of GaPSCertified Witness Signature of GaPSCertified Witness

Retain a copy of this form for yowschool/system records
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Appendix D:Eligibility Criteria for the Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0 (GAA)
Step I: Review the Eligibilit€riteria for GAA

Prior to reviewing the eligibility criteria for GAA, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team must understargbaieassgptions,
including the characteristics of each assessment and the potential implications of each assessitenthe GAA 2.0 is intended for students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. Instruction for these students is based on alternate academic achietemlentds, which are
aligned to the Georgia Standards of Excellence at a reduced ,dagidth, and complexity. Beginning with students who enroll in ninth grade
for the first time on or after the 202Q@021 school year, students who participate in the GAA 2.0 will be eligible for thedsttwed alternate
diploma rather than the regulatigh school diploma (SBOE 14Q-.48).

According to O.C.G.A 8-2281, school districts are required to follow the procedures specified in the applicable test administration materials.
As a result, the IEP team must use this form to document its assesstecisions.

If GAA is being considered, the IEP team must review the four criteria below andYe&seciNo if applicable to the student. To be eligible to
participate in GAA, the answer &l four of the questions below must bées If the answer t@any of the questions iso, the student is not
eligible to participate in GAA and must participate in the Georgia Milestones Assessment SysteviesBastver requires a justification that
contains evidence that the student meets the criteria.

Student Nane Grade
Eligibility Criteria Sources of Evidence (check if use Justification

1. Does the student require intensive, [ ] Present Levels of Academic

individualized instruction in a variety Achievement and Functional

of instructional settings? Performance

The student needs specialized [ ] Anecdotal Notes and

academic instruction antkchniques o Yes Observations

over a period of time to ensure thathe | 0 No [ ] Benchmark Data

or she can learn, retain information, [] Progress Monitoring Data

and transfer skills to other settings. [ ] Learning Characteristics

Inventory
[ ] Other

2. Does_ Fhe sf[ude_n_t have a significant [] Results of Individual Cognitive

cognitive disability? .

L S o Yes Ability Test
A significant cognitivdisability is . ,
: o No [] Results of Adaptive Behavior
determined by the IEP team and must .
o . Skills Assessment
be based on evaluation information
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Student Nane

Eligibility Criteria
performed by a qualified evaluation
team. The significant cognitive
disability must affect the stude
intellectual functioning and be
documented as such in tretudent@
individualized education program (IEP).

Grade
Sources of Evidence (check if use
[ ] Learning Characteristics
Inventory
[ ] Other

Justification

Does the student require specialized

supports toaccess and participate in the

gradelevel Georgia Standards of
Excellence (GSE) that require
modifications based on the stude®@
Present Levels of Academic
Achievement and Functional

[ ] Results of Individual Cognitive
Ability Test

[ ] Results of Adaptive Behavior
Skills Assessment

[ ] Anecdotal Notes and
Observations

[ ] Benchmark Data

Performance (PLAAFP)? 8 Lis [] Progress Monitoring Data
Access to the gradevel curriculum is [ ] Results of language
mandated ly the federal government. assessments including English
A student with a significant cognitive Learner (EL) assessments, if
disability requires access to the GSEs applicable
through prerequisite skills that are [ ] Learning Characteristics
linked to the graddevel curriculum. Inventory

[ ] Other
Does the student requirespecialized
support_s to demonstrate age [ ] Results of Individual Cognitive
appropriate adaptive behavior? Ability Test
A student with a significant cognitive ] Resu>llts of Adaptive Behavior
disability needs specialized support o Yes Skills Assessmr()ant
throughout the day in areas such as o No [ Learning Characteristics
expressing his or her needs, getting Inventorg
from place to place, eating lunch, [] Other y

negotiating social situations, and/or
taking care of personal needs.
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Step II: Assurances

The IEP team has patrticipatedtiiaining and guidance regarding student participation in state mandated assessments that includes the
information below:
Under 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.320(a)(6).&n&[& 202-281], if the IEP team determines that the student wikdaGAA,
the IEP team may provide additional summary statements of why the student cannot participate in the Georgia MilestonesxeAtsess
System, with or without allowable accommodations, and why the alternate assessment is appropriate for the stutigtihgribat all of the
eligibility criteria are met.

Additional Summary Statements (if necessary):

The decision to administer GAA is based on multiple sources of measurable, objective evidence, including, but not duoritewt t&P
PLAAFP statements, goals and/or objectives, report cards, progress reports, work samples, teacher observations, Ruitl@add Indi
Evaluations (FIE), standardized achievement test results, and classroom, district, and statewide assessment resuisionhs s based
solely on the studer® previous performance on statewide assessment.

The decision to administer GAA is made by the IEP team, not administratively based on federal accountability requireafelmsitthe
number of students takingraalternate assessment who can be counted as profidie@CRPI performance calculatioAthough GAA is
intended for a small number of students, the proficiency cap does not limit the number of students receiving special edecates who
may takethe alternate assessment.

The decision to administer GAA is based on the st@eattucational needs and the instruction the student is receiving. This decision is
based solely on the stude@tdisability category and is not based on the stu@rdgal or economic background, excessive or extended
absences, or amount of time or location of service delivery.
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Appendix EExaminef@ Certification of Adherence to

Prescribed Test Administration Procedures
Check appropriateesponse and explain any problems relating to security or administration procedures,
which may have occurret)se an additional shegas necessary.

YESNO
[ ] [J 1. Examiner participated in akst security and test administration traininGxamine®
Manualwas thoroughly reviewed prior to the first testing session.

[] [] 2. Allsecuretesting materials were cafully counted when received\ny discrepancies were
reported to the School Test Coordinator and were successfully resolved.

[] [] 3. Alltesting materials were kept in a secure location while in the exa@ipassession and
no one was allowed to record, cogyr make a conscious mental note of any testing item,
answer documents and/or student respons&sis includes all online testing authorization
tickets, codes, etc.

[ ] [] 4. All procedures for testing as given in the Exam@bfanual, including readings of all
directions to studentsword for word, were followed.

[] [] 5. No student left the room during a testing sessitfran emergency or urgent personal
need (i.e, restroom) did necessitate a studeaexit, an explanation can be found on the
back of this sheet.

[] [] 6. Proper classroom control was maintaineahd students were on task during the testing

period. This includes ensuring that student electronic devices were not prasstin
the test setting and/or were collected per local school/system procedures.

7. While students were assisted with procedural aspects of the test, no assistance was
offered which could havaltered/influenced a studer@ response to any test item.

8. Along with direct administrator supervisioat the conclusion of testing, inspects answer
documents foronly the purposes stated ithe 2019-2020 Sudent Assessment Handbaok

The use of reference materials was not allowed unless specified iExtmine® Manual

10. A roster of students was maintained and turned in to the School Test Coordinator along
with an answer document for each student taking all or part of the test.

O oo o o
O oo o o

11. All testing materials issued were carefully counted and returned to the School Test
Coordinator.

Examine® Signature Date
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Appendix FTest Security Information for School Test

Coordinators/Examiners/Proctors
This section on security includes information that applies to test coordinaggesniners, angbroctors
This information is intended to helpersonnelunderstand the procedures that test coordinators use to
inform them of their responsibilities.

The need to be very careful regarding test security is critical. Test coordinators should be cettain tha
they are aware of their responsibilities and have made everyone who assists them with test
administration aware of his/her responsibilities. Staff members who are not involved in testing should
also be aware of the schd®lresponsibility for test sectyi Paraprofessionals, custodial staff, and

others in the school who may be in classes during testing or may be in the area where tests are stored,
even though they do not have direct access to tests, should be aware of security rules.

Situations may arisehich call for unplanned reactions. New questions may arise about what can and
what cannot be done in relationship to testing issues. Therefore, test coordinators may have to make
decisions on what actions should result. Attempting to analyze each situlayi asking the following
guestions may help to decide the proper action to take:

9 Could this possibly give one student an improper or unfair advantage over others?

1 Could this possibly give one teac@eclass an improper or unfair advantage over others?

1 Gould this possibly give a student or teacher advance knowledge of the test?

9 Could this possibly be considered as teaching a child a small amount of information that is known to
be on the test, or is very likely to be on the test, rather than teaching skilll the entire
curriculum/standards for the subject area to be tested?

1 Could this possibly be considered unethical or a violation of board rule, professional teaching
practices, the provisions in the GaD8tadent Assessment Handbgok the instructionsn the
Examine® Manual?

If the answer to any of the above was yes, then the action would be improper and should not be taken.
This does not mean that teachers should not prepare students for standardized tests. They could have a
daily review of skillsroconcepts that are to be tested. They should also be taught appropriate test

taking skills. Teachers should contact 8&hTGor any questions about testing issues. If an answer is

not readily available; one will be obtained from the GaDOE byie

The following is a list of items to be considered prior to testing. Theliguld not beconsidered ail
inclusive. Where applicable, the list applies to both online and paper/pencil testing environments. This
document is recommended as a training resoysgder to test administration.

Must Da

Participation in Training

1 Be certain that everyone involved in the testing process has been properly trained and informed of
responsibilities in the area of test security.

9 Provide sigfin sheets and rosters as well as training agendas. Attendance at training must be
mandatory andvell-documented.Untrained examiners must not be allowed to test

1 All GaPSC certified examiners have been informed of the Code of Ethics for Educators related to
testing and the consequences of examiner malpractice.

Test Security
1 Contact theSchTGf any question arises about tests or test security. The school principal must also
be made aware of any issues involving testing or test security.
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)l
1

Follow all local protocols and procedures regarding minimizing risk of testing irregularities and
potential invalidations.

Teachers should notify thechT@f any problems that occur during testingchT€ should

immediately notify the principal in writing of any problems and then notify $7€If necessary, the
STGwill notify the GaDOE.

Make certain that egryone involved in testing in any manner is aware of the items in this list and

the list below and ensure that everyone involved in testing is aware of professional practices and the
consequences of violations.

Handling of Materials

T

=a =

Keep all securtesting materials stored in a secure place accessible only by the principal and the test
coordinator. The GaDOE recommends that test materials be stored in a locked cabinet in a locked
room. If an adequate number of locked cabinets are not available, tdstmmaterials are to be

stored in a locked room to which only the principal and test coordinator have access. Restricted
access should be confirmed prior to receipt of test materials.

Be certain that all materials issued to persons administering testsameted carefully when given

out and when returned. Keep a daily log of checkout times and return times. If a problem occurs,
notify the SchT@mmediately.

Be certain that all persons receiving materials sign a checkout sheet when they receive the
materids. This sheet should show date and time.

Distribute testing materials as close to the actual testing time as possible.

Make certain that all materials are returned immediately after the testing session. Teachers are
responsible for turning them in and cabnators are responsible for verifying that they do.

Be certain all persons returning materials sign a chedheet. This sheet should show date and

time.

Be certain that materials are issued only to GaB&tfied persons who have been carefully addis

of their responsibilities for test security. Only GaRgfified staff members who have been trained

on the proper management of secure test materials/online test administrations should handle such
materials.

Be certain that the test coordinator, priipal, or principa® designee is present when demographic
data (name, student number, etc.) is entered on any test booklets or answer documents This should
be done in a central and well supervised location.

Student Preparation

1

T

Perform all necessary techlogy readiness checks and online student practice tests in advance of
online testing.
Adhere to calculator and electronic device policies and guidelines.

Test Administration

1

1

Follow instructions in the test manual exactly. This is very impotianduse manuals change each
year. Not doing so can potentially invalidate test scores.

Take down or cover any content materials displayed in the classroom if the item could provide
assistance to students during the test.

Adhere to the expectations set fdrin the Student Assessment Handboakd by the local system,

relative to student possession of electronic devices in the test setting.
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1

Teachers must collect and turn in to tBehT@ny scratch papégraph paperused during a
standardized test and th8chTGhould destroy it. Scratch paggraph papemust not be used for a
test if the test direction®r Examinersnanualsdo not allow it.

Review test tickets to ensure all students requiring testing accommodatiaves accurately been
applied in online testing platforms and/or paper documentation.

Must Not Da
Test Content

T
T

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Allow anyone to see test forms, including online and paper/pencil forms, for anyrstatelated

test before they are administeradnot even fora brief look regardless of the reason.

Copy tests or test materials in any wago photocopies, no handwritten copies, no electronic
copies/photos, no notes may be made about/of test content, including seGéw 2.Gesponses.
Allow anyone else to copy t&ss testing materials, or make notes about test content.

Keep tests or testing materials at the end of the testing session or the assessment window.
Give students the answer, or any clues to the answer, to any test item.

Make notes about testontent during test administration.

Use any information about actual test items, regardless of how it is obtained, to help students
prepare for the test. Such information may not be shared with anyone for any purpose, including
through social media sitesnd communications. This does not include appropriate sample test
items, practice materials, or GaDOE publications such as Test Content Descriptions and Student
Study Guides.

Test Administration

9 Enter/disrupt test settings during test administration unlessxessitated by an emergency or other
important need that is time sensitive.

1 During instruction, teach a particular problem or bit of information because it is known to be on the
test. (This does not mean that skills and concepts, which are listhe iobjectives or on test
profiles, should not be emphasizedhey should be.)

1 Add anything to, or delete anything from, the directions in the test marteminers must read
the script found in the Test Administration Manual exactly as written. Deviftion thisviolates
standardized test conditions and may invalidate scores.

9 Discuss test items or actual test content with anyone at any time. This does not prohibit discussions
about test content descriptions/objectives, test profiles, test results, et preparation.

Malpractice

9 Select and distribute test materials, test forms, writing prompts, etc. in a manner designed to
provide a student/group of students with an advantage over others.

9 Alter or interfere with a studer@ responses.

1 Remove secure tésnaterials from their secure storage location for reasons other than the

preparation of materials for testing, actual test administration, and the completion of tasks
prescribed by test administration manuals or tBeident Assessment Hatrook

I received a copy of this threpage documen{Test Security Information for School Test Coordinators/
Teachers/Examinejsand understand that | am required to be aware of its contents and to share this
information with everyone who assists me with testing.

Name: Date:
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Appendix GParticipation Documentation for Eligible EL Students

EL Test Participation Committee (EL/TPC) Meeting Date:

Student Name: Grade: School:

Date of Entry in US School: mo yr DOB: GTID:

Is the student eligible for ESQiervices?Indicate the studer® proficiency level on the statpproved
eligibility screener in accordance with SBOE Rule4i%002)

Student proficiency level

Yes No Exit Yeafl(FHE2 may be considered for assessmantommodations.)

Will the student participate in all required assessments without accommodations?

____Yes (Stop here) __ No (Continue with number 2)

Determine the accommodations the student needs to meaningfullyigpgte in each assessment this
schod year and document them using the appropriate form. These accommodations will be taken from
the table of allowable test accommodations located in 8tadent Assessment Handbaad/or test
administration manuals. Any accommodation considered that is not found iBtilnéent Assessment
Handbookmust be approved by the Assessment Administration Division of the GaDOE prior to use. All
accommodations must be consistent with classromstruction and assessment and support any plans
that have been designed to aid the student instructionally.

Signatures (Committee shall be comprised of a minimum of threebers, one of whom is an educator
certified by the Professional Standards Cossian, and must include the ESOL teacher currently serving
the student with English language assistance):

Content area and/or grade level

ESOL Teacher Date
Certified Educator Date
Parent/Guardian Date
Student (if 18 yrs oolder) Date
Administrator Date
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Chart Recommended Assessment Accommodations
(Attach to EL/TPC Documentation form)

Student Name

Student GTID #

Name of
Assessment

Setting

Presentation

Response

Scheduling
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Appendix H: Accommodations Tables

Georgia Milestones and Georgidternate Assessment 2.0 Allowable Accommodations
Administration policy, protocols, and eligibility guidance are provided irStadent Assessment
HandbookAccessibility & Accommodations Manuahd related Test Administration Manuals and
training opporunities.

Codin GAA Standard
. . Re 'reg in Must be Administration
Settlng ACCOanOdatlon Type gu; . ordered Procedure
Pl niine separately (Coding Not
atform A
Required)
1. Preferential seating S V
2. Special education classroom S \%
3. Small group S V
4. Individual administration S V
5. Individual or study carrel S V
6. Adaptive furnituree.g.slant board) S V
7. Sound field adaptations S V
8. Special or adapted lighting S V
Codin GAA Standard
Re uireg in Must be Administration
Presentation Accommodations Type gn"ne ordered Procedure
Pl separately (Coding Not
atform :
Required)
9. Test Examiner familiar to student S \%
10. Video Sign Language/Sign the directions, clog Vv
captioning
11. Video Sign Language/Sign test questions, clo S v
captioning
12. Video Sign Language/Sign ELA passafeg c v s
guidelines
13. Text to Speech (F3) or Oral reading of test S Vv Vv
guestions in English See guidelines
14. Text to Speech (TIQ or Orateading of ELA
passages in English, screszading C Vv sV
software/applications; See guidelines and
requirements
15. Enlarged font (Online magnification and scalir
preferred; paper/pencil form available due to ¢ S Vv vV Vv
d0dzZRSy i Qa R20dzySyd SR
access to a computer)
16. Braille form S \ \%
17. Blank, graphic organizers S
18. Color overlays, high or low contrast S V
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19.

Low Vision Devices: handheld (electronic or
non-electronic) or video magnifiers; includes

computer magnification (e.@cCTV, other S
magnifying equipment)
20. Audioampilification noise buffers and cancellin
) ) : : S \%
devices, headphones or other listening device
Coding GAA S_tand_ard
. Required in Must be Administration
Response Accommodations Type Online ordered Procedure
Platform separately (Coding Not
Required)
21. Alternative keyboards, mice, joystick, or other
communications device with grammar and sp{ S \
checks disabled; Internet disabled
22. Student identifies answer through alternate
means (e.gpoints, eye gaze, tap, finger S \Y
pointing)
23. Scribe;student responds in EnglighiSee
o S \ \%
guidelines
24. Brailler (manual or electronic); device with
grammar and spell checks disabled; Internet S \
disabled
25. Abacus (allowed for students with visual S vV
impairments only)
26. Basic functiortalculator or adapted basic
calculator (e.gBraille or talking calculator) C \
See guidelines and requirements
27. Adapted writing tools (e.gpencil grips, large S vV
diameter pencil)
28. Adapted/lined paper, raised line, bold line or S Vv
largegraphing paper
Coding GAA Stanqard
) ) Required in Must be Administration
Scheduling Accommodations Type onli ordered Procedure
Plar;flc?r(; separately (Coding Not
Required)
29. Frequent monitored breaks S V
30. Optimal time of day for testing S V
31. Extended time S \
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WIDA ACCESS for ELLs, Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLS, Alternate ACCESS for ELLs (ALT),
and WIDA ScreeneAllowable Accommodations

Specific guidance is found in tMéIDA Accessibility & Accommodations SuppleraadtTest

Administration Manuals. Georgfapecific policy is found in tif&tudent Assessment Handbook
andAccessibility & Accommodations Manual.

Kindergarten Access

Accommodationg (Accommodations Coding | Must be for ELLs Alt Access Standard

. in ordered Standard Administration
appropriate for Alternate Access marke( Type WIDA | separat Administration Procedure (Coding

with ALT) AMS ely Procedure (Coding Not Required)
Not Required)

1. Braille with Tactile Graphics. May ng
be used for Speaking domain.

2. Extended time of a test domain over
multiple days. Requires GaDOE S EM \% \%
approval.

3. Extended speaking test response tin
(twice the allowable time to respond] S ES \ \%
Allowable for Speaking Domain only

4. Extended test time within the schoo
day (1.5 times the allowable timeto | S ET \ \%
respond)

5. Human reader for items (stimuli and
prompts). May not be used for S HI \ \%
Reading Domain.

6. Human Reader for response optiong
(answer choicesAvailable for S HR \ \%
Listening Domain only.

7. Human Reader for repeat of items
one time (stimuli and prompts). May| S RI \ \
not be used for Reading domain.

8. Human Reader for repeat of respong
options (answer choices) one time. S RR \ \
Available folListening domain only.

9. Interpreter signs test directions in
ASL. Translation of test items and
response options into ASL or any
other language is not permitted.

10. Large Print. Student answers must b
transcribed verbatim into acannable
test book and returned to DRC for
scoring. Student work and/or answe
that are not transcribed will not be
scored. Students may utilize
embedded magnifier, responsive
online screen instead of paper.

11. Manual control of item audio. This
accommodation allows the play S MC
button to be enabled and activated b

S BR \%
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Kindergarten Access
Accommodationc (Accommodations Coding | Must be for ELLs Alt Access Standard

. in ordered Standard Administration
appropriate for A_Itemate Access marke( Type WIDA | separat Administration Procedure (Coding
with ALT) AMS ely Procedure (Coding Not Required)
Not Required)

the studentone time. Once initiated,
the audio cannot be paused or

stopped. May not be used for Readir
domain.

12. Repeat item audio. Student maally
starts the audio embedded in the
online platform and is able to replay| S RA
the audioone additional time May
not be used for Reading domain.

13. Scribe. Responses must be scribed
verbatim on screen or in a paper tes
booklet at the time of testing by the
test administrator. See Scribe
Guidance inWIDA Accessibilig
Accommodations SupplemeLT)

14, Student responds usingracording
device, which is played back and
transcribed by the student. May be
used for Writing domain only. See
specific guidance for use of this
accommodation.

15. Test may be administered by school
personnel in norschool setting. Use
of this accomrmdation must be S NS
approved by GaDOE Assessment
Specialist.

16. Word processor or similar
keyboarding device used to respond
to test items. May not be used for
Speaking domain. Responses must| S WD
transcribed verbatim in the test
booklet as soon agossible after
testing.

Augmentative Communication Devices

Use of Augmentative/Alternative communication (AAC) devices to respond to items is not cons
an accommodation for ACCESS for ELLs, Kindergarten ACCESS for EBcsediHDfor Alternate
L/ 9{{ F2NI9[[ad ¢KAa Aad O2yaAiARSNBR GKS ai
Fdzy OUA2ylf &aLISSOKd ¢KS dzaS 2F ! | -fo-day kraefioRand
O2YYdzy AOF A2y YSUKREF® NJ 93 LPSEGA FLOF S /&K 2 dzf R
communication device just for the assessment, as this is not representative of their English lang
skills. Care must be taken when interpreting ELP scores for students using AAC systems, as th
proficiency with the device as well as available vocabulary may confound the assessment of Er|
language proficiency.
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NAEP Allowable Accommodations
Additional information may be found on the NAEP website.
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/accom_table.aspx

12)

Must be
Accommodation for SD and/or ELL Type | ordered
separately
1. Extended time S
2. Small group, or onen-one S
3. Oneon-one S
4. Directions only read aloud in English S
5. Test items read aloud in Englisloccasional or most/all (Not allowed for S
Reading test.)
6. Breaks during test S
Must be
Other Accommodations for SD Type | ordered
separately
7. Calculatowersion of the test FN3 (Math only) S
8. Must have an aide present in the testing room S
9. Responds orally to a scribe S
10. Large print version of the test S
11. Magnification S
12. Uses template/special equipment/preferential seating S
13. Cueing to stay otask S
14. Presentation in Braille (Not allowed in Science test) S \%
15. Response in Braille S
16. Presentation in Sign Language (Not allowed in Reading test) S
17. Response in Sign Language S
Must be
Other Accommodations for ELL Students Type | ordered
separately
18. Bilingual dictionary without definitions in any language (Not allowed in
Reading or Writing test.)
19. Directions only read aloud in Spanish
20. Spanish/English version of the test (Exclusions: Reading test; Writing FN§
and Grade 12)
21. Test items read aloud in Spanish (Exclusions: Reading test; Writing test; ( S
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https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/accom_table.aspx

Georgia Milestones Allowable Accommodations for English Learners
Most likely to benefit EL students
at this ELP Level

Accommodation
ELP Levels ELP.evels ELP Levels

1.0¢2.9 3.0¢3.9 4.0¢5.9

Setting Accommodations

1. ESOL classroom V V V
2. Small group \Y \Y V
3. Preferential seating \Y \Y
4. Individual or study carrel \
5. Individual administration V
Presentation Accommodations
6. Explain or paraphrase thdirections for clarity
. . V V
(in English only)
(case by case for
7. Oral reading of test questions in English only \Y students in the low
odnQacou

Reading Proficiency < 2.0 AND

8. Oral reading of ELA passages in English onl Listening Proficiency 3.0

9. Repetition of directions** (in English only) \ \ \

Response Accommodations

10. Word-to-Word dictionary*** , ase by ;afje;or ] \Y} \Y

Scheduling Accommodations

11. Frequentmonitored breaks V V

12. Extended time within the confines of the v v v
school day

*Restricted to eligible EL students only; see guidance for eligibility. For oral reading, screen reader is the preferred
method of administration. Where a human readdglivers the accommodation, examiners must adhere to
directions provided in the Reaflloud Guidelines.

*Be aware that some accommodations, such as repeated directions and extended time may also require small
group administration.

***E| student must be ligrate in F'language enough to use the dictionary effectively; Extended time must be
provided in conjunction with this accommodation.
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Appendixl: Web Resources
The GaDOE provides extensive resources via the Thebfollowing information iprovided so that
systems can utilize these resources to effectively communicate information to students, parents, and
teachers.

Communicationfor STCs

Important update information is posted for &ITCsia the GaDOE web sifettp://testing.gadoe.org.
On the main testing page, look Bor Educatorsinder Assessment Resourc&83 Cshould access this
site frequentlyto check for informationDocumentation foundat that locationincludes:
Memoranda& Announcements

Georgia Assessment and Training Calendar

Student Assessment Handbook

Accessibility & Accommodations Manual

Assessment Administration Protocol Manual

MyGaDOE Portal Navigation Guide

Superintendent Test Certification User Guide

Principal Cerfication Form

School Assessment Plan Template

Monthly Assessment Updates

=4 =4 =4 =8 - - -8 -8 a8

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculuralnstructionand-Assessment/8sessment/Pages/InformatieRor
Educators.aspx

Useful main pages for various topics are as follows:

ACCESS for ELLs
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculuralnstructionrand-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/ACERES

ELLs.aspx

AP, PSAT, SAT
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculurrinstructionand-Assessment/Curriculurand-
Instruction/Pages/CollegReadiness.aspx

ELL/ESOL
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculumlnstructionrand-Assessment/Curriculurand-
Instruction/Pages/Englisto-Speakerof-Other-Lanquageg$ESOlLand-Title-lll.aspx

FIP (Formative Instructional Practices Online Professional Learning)
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculurdinstruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx

GAA 2.0
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculurdnstructionand-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA _2.aspx

GKID2.0
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculurrinstructionand-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKPOBaspx

Georgia Milestones
http://www.gadoe.org/CurriculuminstructionandAssessment/Assessment/Pages/Geoilditestones
Assessmenfystem.aspx
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http://testing.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Information-For-Educators.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Information-For-Educators.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/ACCESS-for-ELLs.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/ACCESS-for-ELLs.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/College-Readiness.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/College-Readiness.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-to-Speakers-of-Other-Languages-(ESOL)-and-Title-III.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-to-Speakers-of-Other-Languages-(ESOL)-and-Title-III.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA_2.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS-2.0.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx

TestPad
https://www.gadoe.org/Technologervices/SLDS/Pages/TestPERiningand-Support.aspx

Lexiles
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculurmalnstructionrand-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Lexile
Framework.aspx

NAEP
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculuminstructionand-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/NAEP.aspx

Special Education Services and Supports
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculuminstructionand-Assessment/Speckducation
Services/Pages/default.aspx

Georgia Standards of Excellence
https://www.georgiastandards.org

National Assessment of Educational Progrédssources

The National Center for Education Statistics provides information and materials for students, parents,
teachers, andhe community The web site igittp://www.nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcardtem banks

and NAEP results can be found at this site.
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AppendixX O.C.G.A. § 2@-281

The currency is through the 2018 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 20. EDUCATION > CHAPTERITERYMIND
SECONDARY EDUCATION > ARTICLE 6. QUALITY BASIC EDUCATION > PART 12. EFFECTIVENESS OF
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

8 20-2-281.StudentAssessments

(a) The State Board of Education shall adopt a student assessment program consisting of
instruments, procedures, and policies necessary to implement the program and shall fund all
costs of providing and scoring such instruments, subject to appropriation by the General
Assembly. The student assessment program shall include a comprehensivathenm
assessment program for grades three through 12. In addition, each local school system shall
administer, with state funding, a research based formative assessment with a summative
component that is tied to performance indicators in English languagéeading and

mathematics in grades one and two, subject to available appropriations. Such rebeaadh
assessment shall be selected after consultation with local school systems. Such réssaath
assessment shall provide for raahe data analysisof students, teachers, school leaders, and
parents; allow flexible grouping of students based on skill level; and measure student progress
toward gradelevel expectations throughout the school year. Each local school system may elect
to administer, with sate funding, nationally norm referenced instruments in reading,
mathematics, science, or social studies in grade three, four, or five and in grade six, seven, or
eight, subject to available appropriations, with assistance to such local school systenas by th
State Board of Education with regard to administration guidance, scoring, and reporting of such
instruments. Further, the State Board of Education shall adopt a school readiness assessment
for students entering first grade and shall administer such a@ssest pursuant to paragraph (2)

of subsection (b) ofode Section 20-151. Each local school system is strorggigouraged to
develop and implement a program of multiple formative assessments in reading and
mathematics for kindergarten through fifth grade to ensure that students entering sixth grade
are on track to meet gradievel expectations, including masteryrieading by the end of third
grade to prepare for the infusion of literacy in subsequent grades and mastery in basic
mathematics skills by the end of fifth grade and in accordance with the local school §/stem
five-year strategic plan, performance indioas, and, if applicable, flexibility contract or other
agreement with the State Board of Education for local school systems that are not under a
flexibility contract. The State Board of Education shall periodically review, revise, and upgrade
the contentstandards. Following the adoption of such content standards, the State Board of
Education shall contract for development of eafigrade assessments to measure the content
standards. As part of the comprehensive summative assessment prograrof-gnade
assessments in English language arts/reading and mathematics shall be administered annually
to students in grades three through eight, and such tests in science and social studies shall be
administered annually to students in grades five and eight; providediever, that each local
school system participating in the innovative assessment pilot program established pursuant to
Code Section 20-286shall be required to administer only such eofdgrade assessments as
specified in the local school syst@nilexibility contract, as amended for participation in the
innovative assessment pilot program. These tests shatiim features that allow for

comparability to other states with which establishing such comparison would be statistically
sound; provided, however, that no such comparison shall be conducted which would relinquish
any measure of control over assessmemtshy individual or entity outside the state. Further,
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as part of the comprehensive summative assessment program, the State Board of Education
shall adopt and administer, through the Department of Education;@&rcburse assessments

for students in gradesine through 12 for all core subjects, as determined by the state board;
provided, however, that each local school system participating in the innovative assessment
pilot program established pursuant oode Section 20-286shall be required to administer

only such enebf-course assessments as specified in the local school s@stexibility contract,

as amendedor participation in the innovative assessment pilot program. Writing performance
shall be assessed, at a minimum, for students in grades three, five, eight, and 11 and may be
assessed for students in additional grade levels as designated by the StatieoBE&aucation.

Such required writing performance assessment may be embedded within the assessments
included in the comprehensive summative assessment program. Writing performance results
shall be provided to students and their parents. If authorizedstaelish and operate an

innovative assessment system pursuanB8toC.F.R. Section 200.] @He Department of

Education may establish a pilot program for local school systems that have an existing program
of multiple formative assessments during the course of the academic year that result in a single
summative score that is valid and reliable in measuring indivistudlent achievement or

growth and assessing individual student needs or deficiencies, to utilize such local assessments
in place of enebf-grade or enebf-course assessments, if provided for in the terms of the local
school syster@ flexibility contractAs used in this subsection, the tedfitexibility contracg

means a charter for a charter system or a charter school or a contract entered into with the
State Board of Education for a strategic waivers school system.

(b) The nationally normreferenced instuments provided for in subsection (a) of this Code
section shall provide students and their parents with grade equivalencies and percentile ranks
which result from the administration of such instruments. Eridjrade assessments shall

provide for resultghat reflect student achievement at the individual student, classroom, school,
system, state, and national levels. The State Board of Education shall participate in the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and may participate in any dthdraewill allow
benchmarking this sta@ performance against national or international performance. The
results of such testing shall be provided to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the State
Board of Education and shall be reported to the eitiz of Georgia. One of the components in

the awarding of salary supplements as part of a pay for performance or related plan under this
article may be assessments of student achievement.

(b.1) The State Board of Education shall notify local school systechéndividual schools of the
results of the assessment instruments administered under this Code section at the earliest
possible date determined by the state board, but not later than the beginning of the subsequent
school year. In the event the state bdas unable to provide timely results in the first year of
implementation of a substantially new assessment instrument, the provisions in paragraphs (2)
and (3) of subsection (b) @fode Section 20-283shall not apply.

(c) The State Board of Education shall have the authority to condition the awarding of a high
school diploma to a student upon achievement of Saittory scores on endf course

assessments and other instruments adopted and administered by the state board pursuant to
subsection (a) of this Code section. The state board is authorized and directed to adopt
regulations providing that any disabled chibs defined by the provisions of this article, shall be
afforded opportunities to take any test adopted by the state board as a condition for the
awarding of a high school diploma. Such regulations shall further provide for appropriate
accommodations ithe administration of such test. Such regulations shall further provide for

the awarding of a special education diploma to any disabled student who is lawfully assigned to
a special education program and who does not achieve a passing score on suclwiestas
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not completed all of the requirements for a high school diploma but who has nevertheless
completed his or her Individualized Education Program.

(d)

(1) The State Board of Education shall develop or adopt alternate assessments to be
administered tathose students with significant cognitive disabilities, receiving special
education services pursuant ©ode 8ction 262-152, who cannot access the state adopted
content standards without appropriate accommodations to those standards and for whom
the assessment instruments adopted under subsection (a) of this Code section, even with
allowable accommodations, waiihot provide an appropriate measure of student
achievement, as determined by the stud@nindividualized Education Program team. Such
alternate assessments shall be aligned with alternate academic achievement standards that
have been adopted through a domented and validated standargetting process, for

students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, provided those standards are
aligned with the state standards established pursuanttale Section 20-140and

promote access to the general education curriculum, consistent with the federal Indisidu
with Disabilities Education Act. The State Board of Education shall ensure that any alternate
assessments developed or adopted pursuant to this subsection are in compliance with
applicable federal law, but do not impose requirements in excess of sdehndl law in a

manner that unduly burdens a local school system or that does not benefit students with

the most significant cognitive disabilities.

(2) A studenf? Individualized Education Program team shall determine appropriate
participation in assessnm¢ and identify necessary accommodations in accordance with the
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and state board regulations.

(e) The State Board of Education is authorized to adopt rules, regulations, policies, and
procedures regardingccommodations and the participation of limité&hglishproficient
students, as defined i@ode Section 20-156, in the assessments described in this Code
section.

(f) For those students with an Individualized Education Program, each such student
Individualized Education Program team shall identify necessary accommodations in accordance
with the federal Individubks with Disabilities Education Act and state board regulations.

(g)Under rules adopted by the State Board of Education, the Department of Education shall,
subject to appropriations by the General Assembly, release some or all of the questions and
answergo each endof-grade assessment and each esfdcourse assessment administered

under subsection (a) of this Code section after the last time such assessment is administered for
a school year.

(h) The State Board of Education shall makemdiof-course assessments available for
administration online and shall establish rules and regulations to maximize the number of
students and school systems utilizing such online assessments.

(i) The Department of Education shall develop study guideth®endof-grade assessments

and endof-course assessments administered pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section.
Each school system shall distribute the study guides to students who do not perform
satisfactorily on one or more parts of an assesstmesirument administered under this Code
section and to the parents or guardians of such students.
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() The State Board of Education shall adopt rules and regulations requiring the results of core
subject endof-course assessments to be included as a faict@ studen® final grade in the
core subject course for which the efd-course assessment is given.

(k) In addition to the assessment instruments adopted by the State Board of Education and
administered by the Department of Education, a local schystesn may adopt and administer
criterion-referenced or nornreferenced assessment instruments, or both, at any grade level.
Such locally adopted assessment instruments may not replace theSstatepted assessment
instruments for purposes of state accoability programs. A local school system shall be
responsible for all costs and expenses incurred for locally adopted assessment instruments.
Students with Individualized Education Programs must be included in the locally adopted
assessments or provided aftternate assessment in accordance with the federal Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act.

() In adopting academic skills assessment instruments under this Code section, the State Board
of Education or local school system shall ensure the securttyednstruments in their

preparation, administration, and scoring. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, meetings
or portions of meetings held by the state board or a local board of education at which individual
assessment instruments or assessmiastrument items are discussed or adopted shall not be
open to the public, and the assessment instruments or assessment instrument items shall be
confidential.

(m) The results of individual student performance on academic skills assessment instruments
administered under this Code section shall be confidential and may be released only in
accordance with the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act oR0974;.C. Section

12329
(n) Overall student performance data shall be disaggregated by ethnicity, sex, socioeconomic

status, disability, language proficiency, grade level, subject area, school, systeathan
categories determined by policies established by the Office of Student Achievement.

(o) Student performance data shall be made available to the public, with appropriate
interpretations, by the State Board of Education, the Office of Student AchiEve and local
school system. The information made available to the public shall not contain the names of
individual students or teachers.

(p) Teachers in kindergarten through grade 12 shall be offered the opportunity to participate
annually in a staff deelopment program on the use of tests within the instructional program
designed to improve studen@academic achievement. This program shall instruct teachers on
curriculum alignment related to tests, disaggregated student test data to identify student
academic weaknesses by subtests, and other appropriate applications as determined by the
State Board of Education.

(q) The State Board of Education shall consider the passage by a student of an industry
certification examination or a state licensure examioatwhich is approved by the State Board
of Education or an ACCUPLACER score approved by the State Board of Education when
considering whether to grant such student a variance or a waiver of one or moreferairse
assessments or other instruments recedrby the State Board of Education pursuant to
subsection (c) of this Code section in order to obtain a Georgia high school diploma; provided,
however, that the state board shall not grant a variance to a student unless the student has
attempted and failedo pass the relevant endf-course assessment or assessments at least four
times.

Georgia Department of Education
Pagel39of 155 wSeptember 2020
All Rights Reserved


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4YF7-GN31-NRF4-40GT-00000-00&context=
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4YF7-GN31-NRF4-40GT-00000-00&context=

(r) In order to maximize classroom instruction time, the State Board of Education shall study and
adopt policies beginning with the 2042018 school year that will move tlend-of-grade and
end-of-course assessment testing windows as close to the end of the school year or semester as
possible. The Department of Education shall prepare and submit a report to the House
Committee on Education and the Senate Education and Yauitintittee no later than

December 31, 2016, regarding proposed policies and obstacles that prevent testing windows
from being scheduled later in the school year or semester. Local school systems are strongly
encouraged to administer any such state requiredessments within the last week of the

school systerf® midyear semester, for assessments administered at the end of a midyear
semester, and within the last two weeks of the school year for the school system, for
assessments administered at the end of tloademic year.

(s)All assessments adopted or developed by the State Board of Education pursuant to this Code
section shall be verified for reliability and validity by a nationally recognized, research based,
third-party evaluator.

(t)

(1) The State Boardfdducation shall direct the existing assessment workgroup to pursue
maximum flexibility for state and local assessments under federal law. Such maximum
flexibility shall include, but not be limited to, utilization of nationally recognized college and
career ready high school assessments, provided that comparability can be established
pursuant to paragraph (2) of this subsection, as well as application for innovative
assessment demonstration authority, as provided fo84nC.F.R. Section 200.10%e state
board shall provide a report regarding such no later than September 1, 2017, to the State
School SuperintendenGovernor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the chairpersons of the Senate Education and Youth Committee and
the House Committee on Education and shall post such report on the Department of
Education website no later tha®eptember 1, 2017.

(2) The State Board of Education shall conduct a comparability study to determine and
establish the concordance of nationally recognized academic assessments, including, but not
limited to, the SAT, ACT, and ACCUPLACERIigitment to state content standards in

grades nine through 12. Such comparability study shall also determine whether the
nationally recognized high school academic assessment provides data that are comparable
to current endof-course assessments and vadiad reliable for all subgroups and whether

the assessment provides differentiation between sch@oésformances as required by the

state accountability plan. The state board shall initiate such study no later than July 1, 2017,
and shall post such stuayn the Department of Education website and provide the study to
the State School Superintendent, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the chairpersons of the Senate Education and Youth Committee and
the House Committe on Education upon completion of the federal review process.

History

Code 1981§ 202-281, enacted by Ga. L985, p. 1657, 8 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 1169, 8§ 1; Ga. L. 1991, p.
1543, 8§ 1; Ga. L. 1995, p. 311, § 1; Ga. L. 1995, p. 1302, § 14; Ga. L. 1996, p. 1600, § 2; Ga. L. 2000, p.
618, 8 51; Ga. L. 2003, p. 185, § 3; Ga. L. 2004, p. 10&a817;2008, p. 807, § 1/HB 6&aA. L. 2010, p.

186, 8§ 2/HB 400Ga. L. 2012, p. 358, 8§ 21/HB 7G&. L. 2012, p. 775, 8§ 20/HB 9&a. L. 2012, p. 893,

8§ 3/SB 289Ga. L. 2015, 21, 8§ 4/HB 91Ga. L. 2015, p. 1376, 8 24/HB 5Ga. L. 2016, p. 620, § 2/SB

364, Ga. L. 2017, p. 119, 8§ 1/SB 2G4A. L. 2018, p. 982, § 1/SB 362
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Annotations
Notes

THE 2015 AMENDMENTS.

The first 2015 amendment, effective March 30, 2015, rewrote this Code section. The second 2015
amendment, effective July 1, 2015, rewrote this Code section. See Code Commission note regarding the
effect of these amendments.

THE 2016 AMENDMENSffective Jily 1, 2016, rewrote this Code section.
THE 2017 AMENDMENT,

effective April 27, 2017, in subsection (a), deleted the commas follodtinglisks and darts/reading

near the end of the third sentence and near the middle of the subsection, added the fourth and fifth
sentences, and in the netb-last sentence, substitutedo establish and operate an innovative
assessment system pursuant3d C.F.R. Section 200.%ddr dby federal law near the beginning; and
added subsection (t).

THE 2018 AMENDMENSffective July 1, 2018pisubsection (a), deleted the comma followitsdall be
selected in the fourth sentence, substitutedyradelevek for cgrade leved in the fifth sentence, in the
sixth sentence, substituteéhorm referenced for cnorm-referenced and inserteddocak preceding
oschool systents added the proviso at the end of the eleventh sentence, substitastates with
whicke for éstates with whond in the twelfth sentence, and added the proviso at the end of the
thirteenth sentence.

Commentary
CODE COMMISSION NOTES.

Pursuant toCode Section 28-5, in 1996 édisabled was substituted fobhandicapped in the second
and fourth sentences of subsection (c).

Pursuant toCode Section 28-5, in 2015, a portion of theamendments to subsections (a) and (g) of this
Code section bga. L. 2015, p. 21, § 4/HB, Was treated as imedly repealed and superseded By.
L. 2015, p. 1376, § 24/HB 5Q0de to irreconcilable conflict.

EDITOE® NOEST

Ga. L. 2000, p. 618, § 1, not codified by the General Assembly, praifiiesAct shall be known and
may be cited as thi# Plus Education Reform Act of 20D

LAW REVIEWS.

For note on the 2003 amendment to this Code section,Ze&a. St. U.L. Rev. 147 (2003).

For commentpGeorgi® Policies Regarding High School Special Education Diplomas: Are oo Man
Children Left Behind®see 32 Georgia St. U.L. Rev. 755 (2016).
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Research References & Practice Aids

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

EXEMPTION OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILStHES Board of Education has authority to provide an
exemption forstudents with disabilities from the graduation assessments, and local school systems may
modify the test to accommodate such students. 1997 OpQAsen. No. 971.

ALRT
Construction and application % C.F.R. § 300.50&nd prior codifications, providing for Independent

Educational Evaluation under Individuals with Disabilities Education2Act].6.C.A. 8§ 14@Pseq.), 10
A.L.R. Fed. 3d 2.

Hierarchy Notes:
Title Note
Hierarchy Notes:
Chapter Note
Hierarchy Notes:
Article Note

OFFICIAL CODE OF GEORGIA ANNOTATED
Copyright2019by The State of Georgia All righeserved.
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AppendixK: Table of Changes
20202021 Student Assessment Handbook

This document provides information resulting from changes to2020-2021 Student Assessment
Handbookrelated to key updates and additions to new progra@sammatical corrections, changes in
formatting, and/or clarifications are not included.

Page 20192020 Page 20202021
Content Content
Edited Due to SB 367 and Edited Due to SB 367 and other clarifyiagisions
other clarifying revisions (September 2020)
(September 2020
1 | Deleted: Grade 5 social 1 Edited Content:
students from GAA 2.0 and Georgia Alternate Assessme@AA 2.0
Georgia Milestones. 1 English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies in grade 8 and high school
1 English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science
grade 5
1 English/Language Arts and Mathematics, grad
3,4,6,and 7
Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia
Milestones)
1 English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies, grade 8 and rsghool
1 English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science
grade 5
1 English/Language Arts and Mathematics, grad
3,4,6,and 7
23 | Deleted:

1 Geometry EOC: Graphing
or scientific calculator

1 Physical Science EOC:
Scientific or basic
calculator

1 Economics EOGrientific
or basic calculator

40 | Edited Content:

Georgia Milestones EOG Assessment Window Ap
12-May 21 (Main)

42 | Added Content:

Screener Requirements Overview

For students new to U.S. schools, if the response t
any of the threequestions on the Home Language
Survey indicates a home language other than Eng
the student is considered a potential English learng
(EL) and the school district or Local Education Age
(LEA) will then administer the state required, grade
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Page

20192020
Content

Page

20202021
Content

level speific, WIDA English language proficiency
(ELP) screener.

Per federal statute, Georgia requires that LEAS scf
all potential EL students for EL eligibility witBih
daysafter the beginning of the school year or withit
two weeksif they enroll after the start of the school
year, and to notify their parents that the child was
screened for eligibility and placed in a language
LINEANF YPO{SS DS2NHAIl Q&
entrance procedures in thEL Language Programs
State Guidancg

LEAs mustse one of the following WIDA English

language proficiency (ELP) screeners to determing

whether a potential English learner student qualifi¢

as an EL student or not.

1 The WIDA Screener (Online or Paper)

1 The Kindergarten WIDACCESS Placement Te
(K WAPT)

1 The Kindergarten Measure of Developing Engl
Language (K MODEL)

Screeners can be administered throughout the sch

year and are available in online and paper formats

2020-2021.LEAs are responsible for purchasing th¢

WIDA Screener Papand the KidergartenWIDA

MODEIlwhen applicable. For information on

purchasing the paper based WIDA Screeners pleal

visit the WIDA Store

WIDA Screener
WIDA Screener is an English language proficiency,
assessment administered to students new to U.S.
schools to determine whether they will be classifie
English learners entitled to English language
instructional programs.

WIDA Screener is a standatiossed English languag
proficiency test designed to meaie English
language proficiency in four language domains:
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The W
Screener for students in gradesl? is divided into
grade clusters: 1;-3; 45; 6-8; and 912.

Test administration procedures for each gradiester
screener are outlined in thé&/IDA Screener Test
Administration Manual Allowed accommodations fg
EL students with disabilities are indicated in the
accommodation tables found in this document and
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20192020
Content

Page

20202021
Content

the WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations
Supplementindividual student reports are produce
for each language domain and for three composite
scores: Oral Language, Literacy and Overall. Sum
reports are not produced.

Test Administrators must annually complete the
required WIDA training and certificatiqquizzes with
a minimum passing score of 80% for the grade lev
tests they will be administering. They must altsxd
a valid, GaPSC certification.

Kindergarten WIDACCESS Placement Test(KPT)
and WIDA Screener Paper will be not be used duri
2021-2022. The Kindergarten WIDA Screener will k
available beginning Summer 2021.

44

Edited Content:
EL students with disabilities in grades kindergarter
through grade 12 must either participate in ACCES
for ELLs or Alternate ACCESS. EL students with
significant cognitive disabilities must meet GAA 2.(
eligibility criteria in all grade levels, includingn-
GAA tested grade levels, through the IEP process
be found eligible to take Alternate ACCESS as
indicated above.

45

Edited Content:
The GAA 2.0 should be administered annually in tk
Spring to assess achievement of students in Englig
language as and mathematics (grades&and HS),
science(grades 5, 8, and HS), and social studies
(grades 8 and HS).

45

Edited Content:

The assessment shall be administered for the first
time in grade 11 and must occur prior to intended
graduation.

46

Added Content:

Students with significant cognitive disabilities who
entered the ninth grade for the first time on or after
the 20202021 school year may graduate and recei
Fy FEAOGSNYIFGS RALX 2YLF 4§
determines that the student has:

I. completed an integrated curriculum based
on the Georgia Standards of Excellence (G
that includes instruction in Mathematics,
English/Language Arts, Science and Socia
Studies as well as career preparation, self
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determination, independent living and
personal care to equal a minimum of 23 un
of instruction, and
Il. participated in the GAA during middle scho
and high school, and
[ll. has transitioned to an
employment/education/training setting in
which the supports needed are provided by
an entity other tharthe local school system.
(State Board Rule 1682-.48 High School graduatio
Requirements for Students Enrolling in the Ninth
Grade for the First Time in the 2008 School Year
and Subsequent Years)

58

Edited Content:

Students in gradestBrough 8 are assessed in
English language arts (ELA) and mathematics;
additionally, students in grades 5 and 8 are assesg
in science; and students in grade 8 are assessed i
social studies.

60

Added Content:

Due to changes in schocdlendars and instructional
settings for students due to the pandemic that
potentially impact test administrations, current 202
2021 assessment protocol may require additional
flexibility options. In the event of local scenarios th
require additional skeduling flexibility, the STC
should contact the assigned Assessment Specialig
guidance.

60

Added Content:
Due to changes in school calendars and instructiof
settings for students due to the pandemic that
potentially impact test administrations, current 202
2021 assessment protocol may require additional
flexibility options. In the event of local scenaribsit
require additional scheduling flexibility, the STC
should contact the assigned Assessment Specialig
guidance.

60

Added Content:

9 During the state testing window, systems shall
develop a local testing window within 25 schoo
days of the schooksa 1 Sy Qa f I ad
regular school year.

62

Deleted Content:

62

Edited Content:
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Students enrolled in any of
the 10 core courses identified
by the SBOE are required to
participate in the Georgia
Milestones EOC assessment
at the end of each course.
The following ourses, and
their State Board approved
substitutes, are assessed:

1 Ninth Grade Literature

and Composition

1 American Literature and
Composition
Coordinate Algebra
Analytic Geometry
Algebra |
Geometry

Biology

Physical Science

United States History
Economics/Business/Fre
Enterprise

= =4 -8 4 -8 _a_°a_2

Students enrolled in any of théour core courses
identified by the SBOE are required to participate i
the Georgia Milestones EOC assessment at the er
of each courseThe core courses include the
following: American Literature and Composition,
Algebra I/Coordinate Algebra, Biology, and Bdit
States History.

62

Deleted Content:

1 Ifenrolled in an ELA,
mathematics, or science
EOC course, these
students are not required
to take the EOG in those
content areas (per the
GSN¥Ya 2F DSH
flexibility waiver,
approved April 2018).
Students in these courses
must take the associated
EOGQ; but must not take
the corresponding grade
level EOG.

1 Middle school students
who do not complete an
enrolled EOC course mus
be tested in the
corresponding grade leve
EOG.

9 If enrolled in a social
studies EOC course,

students will be required

63

Edited Content:
9 Non-Standard Enrollments
9 Middle school students who are enrolled in an
EOC course will be testedegardless of whethe
or not they ae awarded high school credit for
the course.
0 Middle school students must take the
associated gradeéevel content EOG and the
enrolled EOC course assessment.
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to takethe appropriate
grade level (based upon
their FTE reported grade)
Georgia Milestones EOG
and the EOC.

62 | Deleted Content:

Allowable Exemptions:

1 Advanced Placement
(AP)/International
Baccalaureat (IB)

1 Dual Enrollment

64

Added Content:
1 Allowable Exemptions
0 Advanced Placement (AP)/International

Baccalaureate (IB)/Dual Enrollment (DE)

A A student shall be exempt from taking
the U.S. History enrdf-course
assessment if he or she passes an
AP/IB/DE U.S. History course for core
credit. (State Board Rule 1&31-.07
Testing ProgramStudent Assessment).

A All students enrolled in American
Literature and Composition, Algebra
I/Coordinate Algebra, and Biology must
take the EOC.

A Students who fail to earn high school
credit for exempted AP/IB/DE courses
are not eligible for the exemption and
must take the EOC at the time they-re
enroll in the EOCourse at the high
school.

A Each local board of education shall
establish 70 as the minimum passing
score for all subjects/courses taught in
grades 412 in the public schools of the
state as defined in State Board Rule 16
4-2-.13 (Statewide Passing Score).

64

Added Content:
Due to changes in school calendars and instructiol
settings for students due to the pandemic that
potentially impact test administrations, current 202
2021 assessment protocol may require additional
flexibility options. In theevent of local scenarios thal
require additional scheduling flexibility, the STC
should contact the assigned Assessment Specialig
guidance.

64 | Deleted Content:
Dual Enrollment Section and
Table

65 | Deleted Content:
Advanced Placement

(AP)/Internatonal
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Baccalaureate (IB) Section al

Table

81

Deleted Content:

Ninth Grade Literature and

Composition

81

Edited Content:

The GaDOE has linked the Lé&#iamework for
Reading with the Georgia Milestones Assessment
Program via the English Language Arts (ELA)
assessments in grades 3 through 8 EOG as well a
the high school American Literature and Composit
EOC.

94,
130

Edited Content:

WIDA ACCESS feLLs, Kindergarten ACCESS for
ELLs, Alternate ACCESS for ELLs (ALT)Y &
ScreenerAllowable Accommodations

115,
128

Added Content:
AppendixH: Accommodations Tables

August 2020 Revisions

August 2020 Revisions

Added Content: In addition, thBtudent Assessment
Handbookis to be used in conjunction with the
Accessibility & AccommodatioManualand the
Assessment Administration Protocol Manudiese
manuals together provide resources and direction
supporting the integrity of the assessment and to
assure that results are valid and reliable.

Delete K from Georgia
Alternate Assessment

Added Content:

DRC BEACON

1 English language arts, grade8 3
1 Mathematics, grades-8

AddedContent:

computer-adaptive test (CAT)A test designed to
adjust the level of difficulty based on the response
provided to match the knowledge and ability of a te
taker.

Formatted Content: State Board of Education Polid
and Rules

Addedsection: System Test Coordinator (STC)
Assignment

Added ContentOrganize and monitor available
estimated time allowances for testing sessions
Students shoul@ttempt to pace themselves during
testing by working quickly while maintaining
accuracy.

Added ContentSchool and distrielevel planners
must review state and local testing calendars well
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advance of booking events to ensure there is no
conflict with assigned testing dates.

Added Section: Unexpected Eve&lantingency Plan

12

Added Contentlf test booklets and answer
documents are used for certain students, all answe
documents and/or test booklets must be prepared
with correct information recorded in the proper
manner(e.g., using a pencil to record slient
responses or student scores) with any labeling affi
per guidance in test administration manuafsl
errors in bubbling student identification information
must be corrected. Make certain that nothing has
been written on the answer documents except
areas designated for recording informatiderrors in
properly preparing demographic information, codin
and/or labels may result in costs to the district for
correction if not managed and corrected within
appropriate guidance found in test administiat
manuals and training sessions.

17

Added ContentSTCs are expected to review the
Student Assessment Handbottke Administration
Protocol Manualand theAccessibility
Accommodations Manudbr guidance regarding
issues of test security, test administration
irregularities, and potential invalidation of student
assessments. These manuals are available on the
Testing/Assessment webpage
(http://testing.gadoe.orq.

20

Added ContentElectronic Device/Cell Phone Use @
Georgia StateMandated AssessmentStudents are
not permitted to use, or to bring into the testing
environment any electronic devidevith the
exception of medical equipment) for any state
mandated assessments (Georgia Milestones, Geo
Alternate Assessment 2.0, ACCESS for BElieate
ACCESS for ELLS, and NAfdt)could allow them to|
view, access, retain, or transmit information (ecgll
phone, smartphone/watch camera, PDA, or playba
device, etc.)Students who use an electronic device
for medical purposes (e.glucosemonitoring,
cardiac monitoring) may be allowed access to the
device during testing. Improper use of these devicd
for reasons other than the medical purposes requi
may result in an invalidation of student scores. The
use of an electronic device duritgst administration
should be documented locally and does not need t
be reported to the GaDOE. Questions regarding of
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devices not mentioned may be directed to the
assigned GaDOE Assessment Specialist for
clarification.

23

Added ContentCalculatorsare not permissible for
Georgia Milestones grades 3 through 5 in either
section of the mathematics test. Students assigneq
the conditional accommodation due to an identifieg
disability in the IEP or IAP for the use of a calculat
on the mathematics contdrassessment must meet
the guidelines found in the Allowable

I O02YY2RI GA2y&a F2N DS2|
Program section of this manual.

26

Added ContentManuals for most assessment
programs are posted in PDF format on the GaDOH
website fittp://testing.gadoe.org prior to testing.
Posted manualdo not contain secure test content
and may be checked out to Examiners for review.
Digital copies should be deleted, and paper copies
destroyed at the close of tesi.

28

Formatted Content: Test Security Information for
School Test Coordinators/Examiners/Proctors

31

Reordering of Content Bullets
Added Content: 1, 2, 21, 22, 26

38

Added Content: 16, 19

40

Deleted K from GAA 2.0

40

Added Content: DRBEACON; adjusted Testing
Windows

41

Added ContentACCESS for ELLs online mode of t
administration is designed so that test paths or forr
are appropriate to the proficiency level of individua
students across the wide range of proficiencies
describal in the WIDA ELD standards. In the multi
stage adaptive test, individual test takers of differin
levels of language proficiency may demonstrate th
full extent of their language proficiency within each
gradelevel cluster.

41

Added Content2 L 5 ! QignatiBnShiat ACCESS is
untimedtest does not mean time is unlimited.
Domains may nobe administeredbver multiple
days

42

Title changed.
Most content revised

42

Section Title ChangeACCESS for ELLs
Added Content: 4. The studesteligible foithe
Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0).

42

Added ContentWhere all students are being
assessed, EL students with disabilities in grades
kindergarten through grade 12 must either
participate in ACCESS felLLs or Alternate ACCESS
students taking Alternate ACCESS must meet
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Content Content
eligibility criteria as indicated above as well as me¢
eligibility for the GAA 2.0 through the IEP process.
44 | Delete references to

kindergarten throughout
section

45 | Added Catent: GAA 2.0 is administered to students
in grades 3 through high school. Kindergarten
students with significant cognitive disabilities must
take GKIDS and are no longer required to take GA
2.0.

50 | Revised content without 50 | Added ContentThe GKIDS Readiness Check is
changing meaning. GKIDS considered a part of GKIDS.
Readiness Check section wa
moved to the beginning of the
section.

50 | Added ContentKindergarten students with
significant cognitive disabilities must take GKIDS g
are no lon@r required to take the GAA 2.0.

54 | Added Section and Conteniiniversal Allowances

54 | Added Section and Conter@omprehensive Support

56 | Delete references to norm
referenced items.
57 | Delete paragraphs four and 5 57 | Added Section and Conteritiming Parameters for
and furtherreferences for All Content Areas
former administration times.
Revised tables and examples

59, | Added ContentAdditionally, normreferenced

69 | scores, designed to signal how Georgia students
achieve relative to their peers nationally, will be
provided in the form ofin estimated national
percentile rank range

64 | Deleted timing parameters 64 | Added Section and Conterftiming Parameters for
table and references to All Content Areas
former administration times.

66 | See Added Content 65 | Added Contentlf a student is not present for an

EOC administration (main or michonth), the
system may issue an Incomplete and alldgthe
student to test during asubsequent testing window
(main or midmonth within the same semester or
school year).The subsequent test window should n
extend significantly beyond the instructional period
Unexcused absences should notdemsidered
appropriate reasoning for excessive opportunities {
tests or retests.
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69 | See Added Content 68 | Added ContentEligible students may participate in

retest administration only onceithin the same
semesteror schoolyear in which the student was
enrolled in the associated courséth the exception
of the summer and August nyighionth
administration.The subsequentast window should
not extend significantly beyond the instructional
period. Unexcused absences should not be
considered appropriate reasons for excessive
opportunities for tests or retests

69

See Added Content

69

Added ContentFor example, atudent taking an EO
during the Spring Main administration but scores
below a 70 is eligible for retest during the Summer
Main and/or Fall MieMonth administrations. A
student taking an EOC during the Winter Main
administration but scores below a 70 isgdble for
retest during the Spring MitMonth and/or Summer
Main administrations.

69

See Added Content

69

Added ContentFor eligible students who did not
retest, there should be sufficient documentation to
indicate the student was notified of opportures to
retest and did not participatend formal assignment
of a grade appliedit is recommended that
parents/guardians are notified of the opportunities
to retest.

72

Added SectionDRC BEACON

82

Deleted references to
Kindergarten. See Added
Content.

83

Added ContentThe GAA 2.0 is intended for studen
with the most significant cognitive disabilities in
grades 38 and 11llnstruction for these students is
based on alternate academic achievement standal
which are aligned to th&eorgia Standards of
Excellence at a reduced depth, breadth and
complexity. Beginning with students who enroll in
ninth grade for the first time on or after the 2020
2021 school year, students who patrticipate in the
GAA2.0 will be eligible for the statdefined
alternate diploma rather than the regular high schqg
diploma (SBOE 16082-.48).

83

See Added Content.

84

Added ContentThe GAA 2.0 is intended for studen
with the most significant cognitive disabilities in
grades 38 and 11llnstruction for these students is
based on alternate academic achievement standal
which are aligned to the Georgia Standards of
Excellence at a reduced depth, breadth and
complexity. Beginning with students who enroll in
ninth grade for the first time on or after the 202
2021 school year, students who participate in the
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GAA2.0 will be eligible for the statdefined
alternate diploma rather than the regular high schg
diploma (SBOE 1662-.48).

84 | Deleted contentfor local 85 | Added ContentSystems may not use Georgia
assessments, systems may U Alternate Assessment in lieu of local assessments
the state altenate
assessment (Georgia
Alternate Assessment 2.0) or
they may develop their own
alternate assessment. Shoulg
the local system elect to use
the GAA 2.0 as an alternate
for a locally mandated
assessment, the local system
is responsible for the scoring
and reporting. The state will
score and report GAA 2.0
results for statemandated
grades only (i.e., K8 and 11).

85 | Added Section and Conterimbedded Universal
Tools Available to All Students

89 | Added ContentThe following set of tables indicate
approved accommodations for use by students wit
disabilities (including EL students with disabilities)
Georgia stateride assessments. Additional guidang
is also provided in thAccessibility &
Accommodations Manual, WIDA Accessibility &
Accommodations Supplemeiand related test
administration manuals and training opportunities.

89 | Added Section and ConterRarticipation of
Kindergarten Students in GKIDS 2.0

90 | Added ContentGeorgia Milestones and Georgia
Alternate Assessment 2.0 Allowable
Accommodations

92 | Added ContentWIDA ACCESS for ELLs, Kinderga
ACCESS for ELLs, and Alternate ACCESS fGAEL)L
Allowable Accommodations

94 | Added ContentNAEP Allowable Accommodations

88 | Content MovedSpecific 94 | Content MovedSpecific Standard Accommaodation
Standard Accommodations Procedures
Procedures

87 | Moved to new section. See 97 | Added Section and Conterg&pecial
AddedSection and Content. Accommodations Requests

90 | Deleted Content: Allowable

Accommodations for Student]

with Disabilities.
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95

Deleted Content: EOG

101

Revised Contentll scores resulting from the
administration of state assessments will be remove
from any statewide accountability calculations for
the firstyear of anewly NNRA @SR 9[ &
enrollment in a U.S. school.

99

Deleted Content: Allowable 103

Accommodations for English

Learners

AddedContent: Georgia Milestones Allowable
Accommodations for English Learners

103

Added ContentEligibility Guidelines for EL students
Reading of English Language Arts (ELA) Padsage
Georgia Milestones

105

Added Content:
1 ¢KS aiddzRSyidQa 9y3afAaK
performance in the classroom indicate that the
student cannot access, retain, or comprehend
text without the assistance of a readgre.,the
student is unable to access English et
indicated bytheir WIDAACCESS or WIDA
Screener or equivalent valid/reliablenguage
proficiencymeasure) not simply reading below
grade level,
a {GdzRSyGQa 2L5! /]
(or equivalent valid/reliable language
proficiency measurejeading proficiency
must be less thn 2.0. and,
b. { dzRSyGdQa 2L5! /]
(or equivalent valid/reliable language
proficiency measurd)stening proficiency
must be 3.0 and/or greatefor the student
to benefit from the reaehloud,and
1 The student is not poised to exit language
services within the current school yeand
1 There are clear and specific goals within the
a0dzRSYy G Qa SRdzOF GA2y I f
which necessitate the need for this conditional
accommodation.

118

Added and Updated Form, includes content:
Eligibility Criteria for the Georgia Alternate
Assessment 2.0 (GAA)

123

Updated FormTest Security Information for School
Test Coordinator/Examiners/Proctors
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