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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

students then set goals and monitor students’ progress
toward those goals. Throughout the school year, children
Dear Iroquois Families:
will engage in learning that is differentiated, aligned to
The school year is in full swing, and students are actively individual strengths and needs and anchored in our state
involved in an engaging and enriching learning program standards and the district curriculum.
here at Iroquois. I want to recognize and thank our in- In closing, I want to wish each of you a Happy Thanksgivcredibly talented teachers and staff who are working so ing this month. I look forward to working with you
hard to support our students during this challenging throughout the year to support and celebrate your chilschool year—ensuring that all students have access to a dren’s continued growth.
rigorous curriculum as well as the social, emotional, and
cognitive supports they need in order to be successful. I Sincerely,
also want to recognize our students who come to
school every day ready to work hard and be mindful
of the protocols we have put in place in order to keep
every one safe and healthy.
Christian Zwahlen
In addition, over these last few weeks, teachers have begun to plan and implement a variety of interventions for Principal
students according to the Response to Intervention (RtI) Iroquois Middle School
framework. RtI is a school-wide, multi-tiered system of
support in which we match targeted instruction with student strengths and needs. While it looks very different
this year, RtI is—at its core—collaboration among teacher
teams with the goal of helping all children grow and be
successful throughout the year. This RtI process begins
with high-quality instruction, feedback from teachers, and
a set of universal-screening assessments. Teachers and
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Principal

Nov. 25-27

Mr. Christian Zwahlen

Thanksgiving: No School
Happy Thanksgiving!
Dec. 24-31

Christian_Zwahlen@westiron.monroe.edu

Secretary

Health Office

Mrs. Gail Clune

Nurse: Mimi Buerkle
Iroquois office: 342-3450

Holiday Recess: No School
Jan. 18:
Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School

www.westirondequoit.org/Iroquois Middle School

From the Health Office:
 Per NYS Education Laws, we are mandated to follow guidelines to ensure that every child

is healthy and safe at school. As part of these guidelines, the district requires certain
grade levels—including 5th grade—to have physicals and updated vaccination records on
file. If your child receives an immunization or a physical during the school year, please
send a copy to the health office. As noted above, NYS requires that we have an up-to-date
physical on file for each 5th-grade student. Any exam after 9/1/19 is acceptable. If you
have an exam scheduled, please contact School Nurse Mimi Buerkle, BSN, RN, at 3360816. Physicals can be faxed (336-3042) or emailed
(mimi_buerkle@westiron.monroe.edu) to the health office.
 If your child is not going to be in school, due to illness or for personal reasons, please be

sure to contact the Health Office every day they are out. This call can also be made the
evening prior to the absence. The Iroquois attendance line is 336-3091.
 Please place homework requests with the health office by 10:00am. Home

work requests can be made on the health office answering machine when
calling your child in sick.

School Lunch Menus
Click "Food Services" on the Iroquois website or ...
visit the link below to access our monthly lunch menus:
http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/menus

Temperatures are beginning to fall …
Parents, please make sure your children are dressed appropriately for outdoor Physical Education classes and recess. Also, please remember that our building will not be open to students before 8:00 a.m. Please do not plan to drop off students before that time. Thank you!
LOST AND FOUND
Is your child missing a jacket, maybe a sweatshirt? Has their water bottle or lunch box disappeared?
Good News! It may be here waiting to be found!
Please have your child look in our lost and found box down in our cafeteria. There are many items collected
already and may be some of their favorites. Parents can also come and check out the lost and found for
missing items. Our only request, if possible, is to avoid our students lunch periods which is from 10:45 to
1:00. As you can imagine, this is a very busy time in our cafeteria.

Inside Our Classrooms
Research and practice tell us that classroom discussion is
so important for our students. It supports comprehension in reading, conceptual understanding in math, organization of writing, and so much more. This year our
students continue to engage in these vital conversations—just at a distance and with masks. At right, students in Ms. Avallone’s 4th-Grade classroom engage in a
socially-distanced discussion about a text they are reading in class—working together to build meaning and understanding out of a new text as well as to practice applying social skills and collaboration.

